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LETTER XXV. 



tSce, Jameay i, 17654 

Dear Sir, 

* c ; ' .. 

IT was in deference to your opinion, re^^ 
inforced by my own inclination, and the 
repeated advice of other friends, that I 
refolved upon my late excurfion to Italy. I 
could plainly perceive from the anxious iolli-^ 
citude, and prefling exhortations contained in 
all the letters I had lately received from my 
<:orrefpondents in Britain, that you had all 
defpaired of my recovery* You advifed me 
to make a pilgrimage among the Alps, and 
the advice was good. In fcrambling. among 
thofe mountains, I (hould have benefited by 
the excrcife, and at ' the fame time have 
Vol. II. B ' breathed 
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2 LETTER XXV, 

bfeathcd a cool, pure, (alubrious lur, whic^^ 
in all probability, would have cxpelW tihie 
flow fever arifiag in a great meafurf from the 
heat of this climate. But, I wanted a com- 
panioaand fellow traveHer, whole conteria- 
tion and fociety could alleviate the horrors of 
folitude, Befides, I was not ftrong enough 
to eftcounier the want of conveniendes, land 
even of neceffaries, to which I muft have been 
expofed in the courfe of fuch an expedition. 
My worthy friend Dr. A—— earneftly in- 
treated tne to try the efFeft of a fea-voyjage,^ 
which you know has been found of wonder- 
ful efficacy in con fiimptive cafes. After fome 
^liberation, I refelved upon thefcheme, whidi 
t have now happily executed. I had. a molt 
4ager cunofity to fee the antiq^aities of Flo- 
rencfe and Rome: I longed impatiently to 
View %lK>ie wonderful edifices, ftatoes^ and pio- 
la^e«, which I had fo o#tei?i ad^iHred in printo 
and^ ddfctiptiofts. I felt mi eiitihufiafttc ardor 
to'tfead that very clafiical ground which had 
fceeh fhe fcene of fo many great atchieve- 
ments V and I could not bear the thought of 
Returning to England from the very ffiirts dF 
Italy, withoiit having penetrated to the capi- 
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tial dp ^lat renowned country* With rq^ai4 
lo my healt^^ I knew 1 could manage matr* 
tOT6 fi> as to onjoy all the benefits diat could 
be eicp)(^ed from the united energy of a 
voyage ^y fea, a journey by land* and sL 
diange of climate. 

Rome IS betwixt four and five hundred 
tnilei diftant from Nice, and one half of th^ 
Way I WM uefolved to travel by water. In^ 
deed there is no other way of going from henc« 
to Oenoay unlefs you take a mule, and dain« 
ber along the mountains at the rate, of two 
miles an hour, and at tiie rifque of bredking 
youf neck every minute* The Apponinc 
motintains, which are no other than a con- 
tiiittation of the maritime Alps, form an al-* 
ifeeft continued precipice from Villefranche 
to Lerici, which is almoft forty-five miks on 
tfee other fide of Genoa j and as they arc 
generally wafhed by the iea, there is no beach 
or (hore, confequendy the road is carried a* 
long the face of the rocks, except at certaia 
fmall intervals, which are occupied by towns 
and villages. But, as there is a road for 
mules and foot paffengers, it might certainly 
I he enlarged and improved fo as to render. i% 
{ % B 2 prac- 
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4 L* E T T B Ji XXVi 

prafticable. by chaifes and other wh^eelrcar-^ 
riages, and a toll might be exaf^ed;, which in 
a little time would defray, the expfnce: for 
certainly no perfon who travels to li^kly, fiom 
England, Holland, France, of Spaiqj, ^would 
make a troublefome circuit to pafs jthg Alps.by: 
the way of Savoy, and Piedmont, if l%e :<:<?uld 
have the convenience of going pod by the 
way of Aix, . Antibes, and Nice, along the 
fide of the Mediterranean, and through the 
Riviera of Genoa, which from the fea affords 
the^moft agreeable and amazing profpe£l lever 
beheld. What pity it is, they cannot reftore 
the celebrated Via jiureliay mentioned in th^ 
Itinerarium of Antoninus, which extended 
from Rome by the way of , Qenoa, and 
through this country as far asf Aries upon th? 
Rhone. It was faid to have been made by 
the emperor Marcus Aurelius ; and fome of 
the veftiges of it 'are ftill to be feen in Pro* 
vence. The truth is, the nobility of Genoa> 
who are- all merchants, from alow, felfifli,and 
abfurd policy, take all methods to keep their 
fubjefts of the Riviera in poverty and depen- 
dence. With this view, they carefully avoid 
^11 fteps towards rendering that country ac- 

- . ceffible. tf 
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ceffiblc by tand ^ and at the fame trme dif- 
courage their trade by fea, left it Ihould in-„ 
terfere ;with the commerce of their capital^ 
in which they thcmfeh^sarc perfonally con- 
cerned. , 

Thofe who either will not or cannot b^r 
the fea^ and are equally ^averfe to riding, may 
be carried in a common chair, provided with 
a foot-board, on men's fhoulders : this is, the 
way of travelling pradifed by the ladies of 
Nice, in eroding the mountains to Turin ; 
but it is vei:y tedious and expenfive, as the 
men muft be often relieved. 

The mpft agreeable carriage from hence to 

Genoa, is a feliica, or open boat, .r43wed. by 

ten or fcvsfdve ftdut mariners. TboKigh nonft 

of thefe boats belong to Nice, they arc to be 

found every day in our harbouri waiting for 

a fare to Genoa; and they are feen:pafling 

and lepafEng continually,: with merchandize 

or paflengcrs, between Marfeilles, . AntilrieSi 

..and the^Genode. territories. . A fekica is large 

ifenou^ to^rtake in a poft-chaiftj and there 

# is a tilt over. the ftern^iflieets, where the paC- 

AngeiJlB f fit, tto^proteft. them' from the rain : 

\ if^^^c^n>Ahe)fdat^ one peifonmay lie commo- 

' <*f??, a B 3 diouQy 
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6 LETTER XXV.i 

dioufly Upon a mattr^fs, whidh y coinmonly 

fopplied by the patron. A man in good 

health may put np with any thing; but I 

would advife every valetudinarian who ti^eb 

this way, to provide his own chaife, maittrafry 

and bedJinnen, otherwifc he will paft his 

time very uncomfortably. If you go as ia 

fimplc paffenger in a feluca, you pay about a 

loui'dore for your place, and you rauft he m-^ 

tirely under the dire6lion of the patron^ who, 

while he can bear the fea, will profecute his 

voyage by night as weU as by day, and expofe 

you to many other inctmveniencies : but for 

eight zcquines, or four loui'dores, you can 

have a whole fdliica to yourfclf, from Nice td 

Genoai, and the mafler ihaU be obliged to put 

a Ihore every evening. If you would have it 

ftill more at your command, you may hire it 

at fo iTiuch per day, arid, in that cafe, go on 

ihorei aa often, and flay as long as you pleafe. 

This is the Method I fhould take^ were I to 

make the ^oy^e ;^in i for I am perliiaded 

I fhould find it very near aa cheap, irui much 

mqre Agreeable than any other. k 

The difhoKi betvireen thiA place and ISe^o^ 
when mnfusedioa tb^ eavtei does not excteil> ; 

ninet^' , * 
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mnefty inilCT : but the people of the ftiueag 
infift upon its being one hundred and twenty* 
If they creep along ftiore round the bottoms 
of all the bays» this o6mputatic»i nAJ be true i 
but,* except When the fea is rough, they ftrfetch 
dire&ly fitmi one head-land to another, and 
even when the wind is contrary, provided the 
gale is not frcfli, they perform the voyage in 
two days and a half, by dint of rowing : 
when the wind is favourable, they will fail 
it eafily in fourteen hours. 

A man, who has nothing but expedition in 
view,- tnay go with the courier, who has al- 
ways a light boat well manned, ind will be 
glad to accommodate a traveller for a rear- 
fondUe grat]£kation« I know an En^ifh 
gentkmdn who always travels whh thr eourifer 
in Itidyr both by&aahd land. Inpotbin^ 
iiy land, he is always fure of having pirt df 
a good calaih, and the beft horfes^ that can 
be found ; and as the expehce of both is xki- 
frayed by the public, it cd^ hiqd itMM:blng 
htat a pflefent to his compaiiion, wlndi does 
not amouht to one fbiarth pa!rt<:f the expende 
he woiild incur by traveling aloooe. Thde 
B 4 ' ' oppoi- 
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8 LETTER XXV.I 

oppOTtunities may be had every week in all 
the towns of Italy. . 

For my own part, I hired a gondola from 
hence to Genoa. This ia a boat fmaHer than 
a feluca, rowed by four men, and fteercd by 
the patron 5 but the price, was nine zequines, 
rather more than I fhould have payed for a 
feluca of ten oars. I was affured that being 
very light, it would make great wayj and 
the mafter was particulaily recommended to 
me, as an honeft man and an able mariner. .1 
was accompanied in this voyage by my wife 
and Mifs C — ^, together with one Mr. R^— , 
a native of Nice, whom; I treated with the 
jaunt, iU' hopes that as he was acquainted 
with the cuftoms of the country^ and:tbe 
different ways of travclliBg in it, he vrould 
fave us much trouble^ and.fome expence.: 
but I was much difappointed*. Some perfons 
at Nice offered to lay w^rs that he would 
return by himfclf from Italy j but they were 
olfo difappointed. 

We embarked in the beginning of Septem- 

.ber, attended by one fenrant. The heats, 

which render travdling dangerous in Italy, 

begin to abate at ^is fcafon. The weather 

was 
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was extreixj:cly agreeaWe j and If I had poft* 
poned :my voyage, a Ettk \k>ngery I focdkw 
that I fliQiild; not Ijc able to- j-ctuni befonfe 
wmterj in which cafe I might have. fouil4 
the fea tooronjgh, and the- weather- too cold 
for a voyage of one hundred arid thir^-fiw 
miles in an openbo^t. . . 

Having therefore : provided myfelf . Ivrith . a 
proper pafe, figned and feded hy our conful, 
-as well as with letters 6£ recammendatiofi 
-from him to the Englifh colifuls at Genoa 
:and Leghorn, a precaution which I would 
4advife all travellers to take, inocafe of meet- 
ing with acdddats-on thciroadjf we went on 
board about ten ini tl^ morning, ftopped a^ 
bou^ half an hcDur at a friend^s cduhtry-^houfb 
in the bay of St. Hofpice, and about noon 
entered the. haibour of Moinafco, where the 
patron was obliged to pay toil, : according to 
the regulation which I have explained in a 
former letter. ThisfinaU town; cootainii^ 
about eight or nine hundrtdrfoud^ hefides the 
garrifon, is built on a rock^ which profcfts 
tMo the &a, and makes a very romantic ap« 
peai^nce* The prince's palaoe ftands^ in the 
{jioft confpicDous part^ v^tfa a walk of ^tms 

before 
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bifiore it . The apartments are d^antly fbr^ 
i^hal> and adorned with feme good pi^lores.. 
The fortifications are in good repair^ and the 
^ce is garrifoned by two French battalions. 
The prefent prince of Monaco is a Frenchman^ 
jbn of the duke de Matignon» who married 
the heirefs of Monaco^ whofe name was 
GrinuddL The harbour is well iheltdred 
lirom the wind.; but has not water fufficient 
to admit veflcls of any gteat bmlhen. To^ 
wards die north, the king of Sardinia's teni<- 
tories extend to within a mile of the gate; 
hvit the prince of Monaco can go upon his 
own ground along ihore td>Dut five, or fix 
miles to the eaftward^ as far as Mcnton> ano^ 
dser fniall town^ which alfo belongs to hava, 
andisfituated on the fea^fide. His reindnuess 
ore computed at a million of French livres» 
•anK>unttog to ibmething more than forty 
thoufand pounds fterling: but the princi- 
^paHty of Monaco, confifting of diree fraall 
towns, and an.incon&lerable tra£i of barren 
rode, ia not worth abore leren thoufand a 
year ; the reft zriks from Ins French eftate. 
Thb conies partly of the dutchy of Matig- 
non, and partly, of the: dmdiy of Valentinois» 
2 which 
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which laft was given to the anceftors of this 
prince of Monaco, in the ytdf 1640, by the 
French king) to make up the lofs of fcrnie 
knds in the kingdom of Naples, which were 
eonfifcatcd when he expelled the Spanifh garri- 
on from Monaco, and threw himfelf into the 
arms of France : fo that he is duke of Valcn- 
tinois as well as of Matignon^ in that king* 
dom. He Uves almoft conftantly in France ; 
and has taken the name and arms of Gri*- 
maldi« 

The Genoefe territories begin at Ventimig-^ 
lia, another town lying on th6 coaft, at the 
diftance of twenty ttiilet from Nice, a cir* 
cumftance from which it borrows the name. 
Having pafled the towns of Moriaco, Menton, 
Vaitimiglia, and feveral other jrtices of left 
confequence that lie alohg this coaft, we turn-* 
cd the point of St Martin with a favouraWe 
breeze, and might have proceeded twenty miles 
further before night : but the women began 
to be fick, as well as afraid at the roughnefs 
of the water I Mr. R— *- was fo cfifcotti- 
pofcd, thfet he privately delired the patron to 
put alhote at St. Remo, on pretence that we 
Ibould not &id a tolerable anberge in any 

other 
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pthprplace between this and Noli, which was 
at thejdiftanceof forty miles. We aoord- 
ingly knded, and were condiifted to the pofte^ 
which 'oirrgondelicre a/Tured us was the 1>cfl; 
auberge in the whole Riviera of Genoa. We 
afcended by a dark, narrow, fteep ft air, into 
a l^d of public rooms with a long table 
and benches, fp jdirty afid miferable, that 
it would 4^^SKs^ /th^ worft hedge ale-houfc 
in England. .Not a foul appeared to receive 
ws. This is a ceremony one muft not expeft 
to meet with in France; far lefs in Italy. 
Our patron going into the.kitchen, afked ia 
fervant if the cprnpany coukJ have lodging 
in the hojufej aijd was anfwered, !* he could 
notrtell : the palroft was not at home." When 
Jjcdcfired toknoty where the patron was, the 
other aiifwere^i •* he was gone to take the 
air," £ andi^o a pajfe^are. In the mean 
time^ we were obliged to fit in the common 
foom among watermen and mjaleteers. At 
length the landjord arrived, and; gave »$ to 
pnderi]^ai^» that.he wu^d aqc<)mmodate us 
with chambers. .In that where Hay, there 
was juft room for two^beds, without curtains 
Qf b?4ft«^dji?ja ojd rqtten^t^bkcpyQred with 

dried 



Digitized by 



Google 



h £:T T E R XXV. ij 

dried figSi. and a couple of crazy chairs^> 
The walls had been once white- wafhcd : but 
were nbw bung with cobwebs, and ^eckled 
with dirt of all forts 5 and I believe the brick- 
floor had not been fwept for half a century. 
Wc fupped-in an outward room fuitable in 
all riefptfts to the chamber, and fared vil-. 
laiijioufly. The provifion was very ill-dre0ed, 
9Qd ferVed up in the moft flovenly manner^ 
yc^i muft not expcft Icleanlinefs or convex 
niency of any kind in this country. Toit 
this. acc(OTa[nodationi, I payed as' much as if I 
had been elegintly entertained in the beft au-^ 
b^ge of Ftance or- Jtaly. . ' \ 

. Next day, the- wind was fo high that we 
could not pjfofecute , our voyage, fo that we 
were obliged to pafs other four and twenty 
hmt^ in this comfortable fituationl Ludd* 
ly Mr. R.-**^ f<4Uid two acquaintances in 
tite.places one; a P^weifcah monk, a jolly 
fellow ; and the other ^ mdejln di capellAy 
who:fent a fpiniiet to the inn, and enter- 
tained us agsfeably With his voice and per- 
fonnance» in both df wiiich accomplifhments 
he excelled. TJie padre was very good hu- 
moured, arid favoured us with a letter of rc^ 

commen- 
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commendation to a friend of faiS) a pro&fibr 
in. the univsritty of Pifa. You would iatigh 
to &e iSxe hyperbolical tenns m which h<r 
mentioned your hnmble iervant & ^t Italy 'nf 
the native country of hyperbole; 

St. Remo is a pretty confiderable town, 
weil-bmli: upon the det&ntf of a gcntiy fifing 
biH» and has a harbour cap4>^ c>f i^ceii^^ 
finadl vsilels> a good nttntber of w^ick ar« 
built upon die beadi : but fliips of any 
baiden are obliged to ianc^or In chc bay^ 
wludi is £ar from bei^g Itcttre. The peo{4i 
of St. Remo.fonnarmatlr«^«^]^, which i< 
fubje£l: to Genoa. They enjoyed p»tiQ(^ 
privileges, till the year 1753^^ wh«n in cotife- 
qoence of a new gabeUe ^ipon £ilt, they rt^ 
Tcdted : but this ef&rt m \xih2M of liberty 
Sd not fiacceed. They were* &>on i^edueed 
by die Genoei^, who deprivedthem of all di6ir 
privileges, and bailt a foit by the ^feaflMe, 
which fecves the double purpoie-c^ Aifend- 
ing the harbour and ovlr-awihg the townf. 
The gacriibn at present ^oes not exeedd two 
jiundred men. The inhabitants sue fald tt> 
have lately (ent adeput^tbn toRatiftidD, -to 
-crave the prote^on of dte diet of the em^>irt. 

There 
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T&crc IS very tittle plain ground ia this 
m*^;hbourhood ; but the bills are covered 
widi oranga> kmoos^ pomegranates^ and 
olives^ i^dz^b produce a cosfiderable traflic 
in fis^ fruit aod excelloat oai. Hie wemcn 
of St. Remo ar^ niadi more handlbme and 
better tendered than thofe of Pxcyvence. The|f 
bare in general. good eyes^ with open ingp* 
muas oomitcoanccs^ Their dre&> thou^ 
reznackal^.I caomot defcribe ; bist^ upon the 
wh^^. tMy rpiit ne in mind of &mt ^ptir^^ 
tnwts ihavQ feen^ repreftnlsng the&mafes cf 
CisQCgia :aad Miagndia. 

Hn the thiodiiday, the wind being abated^ 
thou^ ftiILidi£ara>iifablet we reanibarked tod 
vowed aioQg flaode, palling by Porto^m^iiricio^ 
and Onegli» ; then luming the promontory 
caSled Capo iE B»fc^ we proceeded by AU 
beitga., finaie^ .^oad many other places of in«* 
ferior note. Porto-mauricio is llbated om a jrock 
lirafhed by t§ie' &si^ \mt indHferently fortified^ 
with sa incoofiderable hacbouc, whidi m>rA 
ittit ^ery imqll velUktraa enter. About two 
mSk% ta the €;aflwaTd is Qnfiglia» a frnaH 
Mwa with fbmc^ortificatbnfi^ lying dong the 
4Sfca beachy aod beloo^i^ .to ites king of 
. . ' Sardinia. 
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Sardinia. This ftnall territbry abounds witB 
olive-trees, which produce a-confiderable quan-^ 
tity of oil, cojunted the beft of the whole Ri- 
viera. AHbenga is a fmall town, the fee of a 
bifliop, fuflS-agan to the ardibilhop of Genoa. 
It lies upon the iea, and die country produces 
H great quantity of hemp. - Finale is the 
capital of ^ a marquifate belonging to the 
O^oefe, which has been theibiira of much 
trtgdbde to the republic ; and:inld?cd'.was'riic 
fole^caufe of' tlicir rupture With the king jof 
Sardinia and the houfe o£ Anftria in the year 
1 745. The town is pretty well bxiik j . but the 
harbour is fliallow, open,'a6d'«h{afe : nevtr- 
thelefs, they buiid a good number of tartans 
and other veffels on the- beach ; and the 
neighbouring country abounds with oil and 
friiit, particularly with thoFe excellent apples 
called pomi carli^ which i have mentioned in 
a former letter. 

In the evening we reached Ae Ckpo di 
Noli, counted very dangerous in blowing 
weather. It is a very high perpendicular 
rock or mountain, waftied by the fea^ which 
has eaten" into jt in divers j^aces, ' fo as to 
form a great number of caverns./^ Is extends 

about 
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^bout a couple of miles, and . in fome parts 
is indented into little creeks or bays, where 
there is a narrow margin of fandy beach be-* 
tween it and the water. When the wind is 
high, no feluca will attempt to pafsitj even 
in a moderate breeze, the waves dafliing 
againft the rocks and caverns, which echo 
with the found, make fuch an awful noife^ 
and, at the fame time, occafion fuch a rough 
fea, as one cannot hear, and fee, and feel, 
without a fecret horror. 

On- this fide of the Cape, there is a beau* 
tiful ftrand cultivated like a garden; the plan- 
tations extend to the very tops of the hills^ 
interfperfed with villages, caftles, churches, 
and villas. Indeed, the whole Riviera is orna-* 
mented in the fame manner, except in fuch 
places as admit of no building nor cultiva-* 
tion^ 

Having pafled the Cape, we followed the 
winding of the coaft into a fmall bay, and 
arrived at the town of Noli, where v5e pro- 
.pofe4 to pafs the night. You will be fur-* 
prized that we did not go a(hore fooncr, in 
order to take fome refrefhment 5 but the 
truth is, we had a provision of ham, tongues, 

Vol. II. C roafted 
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Hoafted pullets, chcefe, bread, wine> and firuit^ 
in the Muca where we every day er^ed 
a flight repaft abaut one or twoa*dciefc in tlw 
aftemooQ. This I mention m a neceffaiy piece 
o£ iMformatioa ta tho/e who i»ay be: hicjihed 
to {(Moiw the ferae route. We lifcewife fcwnd 
it conYcriient to lay in ftore of reau.(k vity or 
brandy, for the ufc of the rowers^ wh© always 
cxpctS: to fharc your comforts. 0«i a meagre 
<lay> however, thofe ragamviffios will xathor 
die of hunger than fuffer the leadft m©rfel iaif 
iefli-mcat tx> enjter their mota^tW.. I have 
frequently tried the experinEient> by pcefling 
tjiem to rat fomethtng grasy oa a: Friday oc 
Saturday : hut they always dediited it widi 
riiarks of afohorrerice, crying, DkmencBhartl 
Godt deliver me from it 1 or fome oH^ir words 
to that cffcft. I moDCQver obfcrved,.that not 
one of thofe fellows ever fwore an oatlv oc 
%>okc dxi indecent word. They would by no 
means put tx> fea, of a monaiog, before they 
had heard mai9; and when tiie wind was un-^ 
favourable, they always ftt out wi^ ai hymn 
to. the Bkflcd Virgin, or St. Elmo^ keeping 
time with thieic oars aa they fung. I hanre, in- 
deed, remarked ali orcr this coftrttry^ that at 
2 . man 
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Vian wba tranfgrefics the inftitutioxis of the 
church in tbcfe fmall matters^ is much more 
kifamoua than on^ who has committed the 
SK>fl flagrant crimes againfl nature and mora-^ 
Uty* A murderer, adulterer, or f-— ^m— — te, 
will obtain eafy abiblution from the church, 
and even find favour with fociety ; but a man 
who eats a pidgeon on a Saturday^ without 
exprcTs licence,, is avoided and abhorred as a 
monfter of reprobation. I have convcrfed 
with jfevcral intelEgent perfon&on the fubjeflj 
and httve reafon to bcKeve, that a delinquent 
of this fort is confidered as a lukewarm ca^^ 
(hoiic, little better than a heretic ; and, of 
all crimes, they look upon herefy as the moft 
d^mnafak. 

. Noli is a finall republic of fifhermen fub* 
jeft to Genoa ; but very tenacious of their 
privilegiex. The town ftands on the beach, 
tolerably well built, defended by a caftle fi- 
tuated on a rock above it ; and the harbour 
is of little confequcnce. The auberge was 
fbch as aaade us regret even thQ inn we had 
left at St Rcmo. Afteir a very odd kind of 
fopper, which I cannot pretend to defcribe^ 
we retired to our repofe : but I h^d not hom 
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in bed five minutes, when I felt fomething 
crawling on different parts of my body, and 
taking a light to examine, perceived above a 
dozen large bugs. You muft know I have 
the fame kind of antipathy to thefe vermin, 
that fome perfons have to a cat or breaft of 
veal; I ftarted up immediately, and wrap- 
ping myfelf in a great coat, fick as I was, 
laid down in the outer room upon a cheft, 
where I continued till morning. 

One would imagine that in a mountainous 
country like this, there Ihould be plenty of 
goats 5 and, indeed, we faw many flocks of 
theni feeding among the rocks, yet we could 
not procure half a pint of milk for our tea, 
if we had given the weight of it in gold. 
The people here have no idea of ufmg milk, 
and when you afk them for it, they fland 
gaping with a fooHfh face of furprize, which 
is exceedingly provoking. It is amazing that 
inftinft does not teach the peafants to feed 
their children with goat's milk, fo much more 
nourifhing and agreeable than the wretched 
fuftenance on which they live. Next day we 
rowed by Vado and Savona, which lail is a 
large town.with a Itrong citadel, and a har- 
- . bour> 
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boiir, which was formerly capable of receive- 
ing. large (hips : but it fell a facrifice to ther 
jealoufy of the Genoefe, who have partly 
choaked it up, on pretence that it fhould not 
afford fhelter to the fhips of war, belonging 
to thofe ftates which might be at enmity with 
the republic. 

^ Then we palTed Albifola, Seftri di Ponente, 
Novi, Voltri, and a great number of vik 
lages, villas, and magnificent palaces belongs 
ing to the Genoefe nobility, which form ain 
mod: a continued chain of buildings along the 
ftrand for thirty miles. 

About five in the afternoon, we fkirted tlie 
fine fuburbs.of St. Petro D'arena, and arrived 
at Genoa, whi<ih makes a dazzling appear- 
ance when viewed from the fea, riiing lik? . 
an amphitheatre in a circular form, from the ' 
water's edge, a confiderable way up the moun^^ 
tains, and furrounded on the land-fide by a 
double wall, the moft exterior of which h faid 
to extend fifteen miles in circuit. ThefirlJ: 
objeft that ftrikes your eye at a diftance, is a 
very elegant pharos, or light-houfe, built on 
the projeftion of a rock on the weft fide of 
the harbour, fo very high, .that, in a cleac 
; .. C 3 day, 
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day, you mty fee it at the diftance of thirty 
miles. Turning tli6 light-houfc point, you 
find yourfelf clofe to the mole, which forms the 
harbour of Genoa. It is built at a great ex-^ 
pence from each fide of the bay, fo as to form 
in the fea two long magnificent jett^s, which 
if continued, would meet. At th€ Extremity 
of each is another fmaller lanthorn. Thefe 
mdes ai'e both provided with hrafs-Cai^noni 
and between them is the entrance into th4 
harbour. But this is ilill fo wide as to admit 
a great &a, which, when the wind blows hard 
from fouth and fouth-wfeft, is vfery trouble* 
fome to the fhipping^ Within the tatrfe there 
is a finaller harbour, or wet dock, called Dar^ 
Jhtaj for the gillks of the republic. Wc 
pafled through a confiderable number o^ 
ihips and rti&h lying at anchor, and landing 
at the water gate, repaired to an inn called 
La Crmx de Mathe, ift the neighbourhood 
bi the harbour j here we met with foch 
good entertainment as prepoffefied us in fa* 
vour of the interior parts of Italy, and con* 
tributed, with other motives, to detain us fonw 
days in this city. But I have detained you 
ib k>i^, that I believe you wifh I tikzy pro^ 

ceed 
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«deed aio farther ; and ifaenifore I t^ n^ 
leave for tht {)n3ielit, iaeleg veiy finoerely, 

Yo«ra» 

LETTER XXVf. 

IT is nwt Mithout retfcm that Ge^oa i^ 
trdled Lajuperia. The city itfdf is very 
ftately; and th6 nobks sa^ very proui Soiffle 
lieiw of them may be proud of ildidur tvfcalth : 
but, vti igeai^ai, their tfbrtums are very fihalL 
My fiiciid Mr, R— — alEaxcd me that mwny 
OenodSe nobksnea had fortunes of Irialf a 
xnilHon of £Yres]&^0ix«3fjs9: but the trutii is^ 
the ^sdiole nvenuie of the ^dte does mt eK^. 
C6ed this fam ; and the livrc of Oenoa is l:nzt 
ahoitt nine peace fterlisi^ There dre abont 
half ft doaen of their nbbtes wbo hftve ten 
diou&nda year: hxA the niagority have not 
jAxMre a tiKrentieth fiart of thatt: fum. Tiiey 
1km with ^eat parfimcKLy in their iuniHes t 
. . C 4 and 
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and wear jiothing but black in puWk ; lb 
that their expences are but fmall. If a 
Genoefe nobleman gives an entertainment 
once a^ quarter, he is faid to live upon the 
fragments all the reft of the year. I was 
told that one of them lately treated his friends, 
and left the entertainment to the care of his 
Ton, who; ordered: a diftibf fifh'thit coft a 
zechine, which is equal to about ten (hil- 
lings fterling. The old gentleman no fooner 
faw it appear on the table, than unable to 
iiipprefs his concern, he burft into tears, and 
exclaimed, jib FigUuolo indegno ! Siamo in 
'Rovina! Siamo in precipizio ! 
; I think the pride or oftentation of the 
Italians in general takes a more laudable tturn 
than that of other nations. A Frenchman layls 
cut his whole revenue iipon tawdry fuits of 
cloaths, or in furniihing a magnificent repas 
of; fifty or a hundred difhes, one half of 
which are not eatable, nor intended to be 
eaten. His wardrobe goes to the fripief % 
\i\t difhes to the dogs, and himfelf to thd 
devil, and after his deceafe no veftige of him 
remains. A Genocfei on the other hand j 
keep himfelf and his family at fhort allowi^ 
\ 'J ance, 
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ance, that he may fave money to -buiki palaco 
.and churches, which remain to after-ages fo 
many monuments of his tafte, piety, and 
iniinificence i and, in the meah^ time, givexm^ 
•pjbymmt and bread to the poot and in^ 
duftrious. .There are fome Gcnoefe nobles 
r v^ho have each five or fix elegant palaces^ mag- 
liificeritly furnifhcd, either in- thecityi qr m 
diflferent parts of - the Riviera.' The two 
flxeets called i^/r/i^/af Balii and Strada Nuovd^ 
are continued dckible. ranges of palaces: a>- 
denned with gardens' and ..foiintaiiis ; ' but 
(their being painted on the ootfide, |ias, in 
my opinion, dipoor efFeft. 
' : The commiei^ce .of this cit^is, at prefcn^ 
.not very confiderable;; yet it has the: feet. of 
iwfinefe. Theilrtcts.are croiidcd with pco- 
'pie; the fhops are well furnifhed ; and the 
markets abound with all forts . of iexcetfent 
provifion. The wine made in this !neigh+ 
'bourhdod is, however, very ihdiflferent j and 
flU that is donfuoied muft be. bought at the 
public cantinre, where it is fold for the berie?^ 
fit of the ftate. - Their bread 'is the whiteft 
and tbe beft I liave tafted any where ; i and 
ihe beef, which they have from Piedmont,, if 
t .. i juicy 
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.fuky ailid ddltdoasu The txpenoe dF eating 
in Italy is nearly die £fuote as in Fraims, 
:about tfanee (hillings a head for every rood. 
Tbe ftate of Genoa is wrjr poor, and their 
l>ank of St. George has received foch rode 
ijKxks, firft fr6m the revolt of the Corikans, 
H^id afterVvards froisi tiie misfortunes of the 
cttyy virion it viras taken by ti» Auftcians in 
'die war of 1745, that it AIM continues to 
Janguifh, without any near ptaCp^^ ite 
<iredit being rcftoi^. Nothhig iheu^s ite 
.isreaknc& of their date more thail thrir 
ixavii^ recbtnrfe to the alliftance of Franoe tt> 
put a flop to the progreft of Paoli in Corfioa^ 
Jhr after all that has been feud of the gal-* 
lantry and courage of Paoli aiiid hb iflanders, 
I am very credibly informed that th^ nugMt 
ht very ealiiy fuppreffid, if tbrOeirade htA 
tstha vigour in the council «r refblotion m 
the field. 

TiTtb it is» thiey made awdjk dB^brt 
pelling die Aufbians^ who had tafeen ptffiHIion 
of theur city; buS: thte dictft was the nScEt isf 
tpprefiion and <kfpair^ luid if I may btiiekitt 
the infinuation of fbme pditioBas in Vtm 
part of the worlds lite Oititdk v^otiid iiot 

have 
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hflve fucctbded in that attempt^ if they bad 
not prevbufiy purdiafed with i large fi^m of 
nrhmej thetx)nmvatice bi Iheonly perfbn who 
Could dd'eat tiie enteiprin. For my own 
part, I can &hnx entertaiti tiioughts fo pr^ 
jiidictal to the chara6kr of human nature, a$ 
to ittppofc t man capabte of f&crifidng to 
fiich a contidn'ation, the duty he owed hb 
prmce^ as well as all regard to the Ihres of 
hfts foldiers, even dioie who lay £ck m hot* 
^tals, and who bekig dragged forth, were 
SiJlferably bntchelred by die f arious populace* 
There is one more prefomption of his innov 
c^fKt^ he iVill retains die favour of his fove-- 
feign, who conid not weQ be fappofed to 
fliare in the booty. « There are racyfteritsin 
p6iitics which were nerer dreamed of in oiar 
phHofophy^ Horatio 1" The pofMion of 0» 
ntxA ta^hX haye proved a trmiblefome boon 
of contmticM^ which it mi^t be coirwnienl: 
(36 hife by aceident Oercain it is, when tht 
Auftrtans retiirned tfter their expokbn, ui 
order to tetakjs the city^ the engineer, being 
qiteftioned by the g«n«rai) declared he would 
take the piaee in fifteen days, oti pain of 
iofit^ his head ^ and in lour days after this 
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Btclaration the Auftriatis htired/ This anec-i 
dote I learned from a worthy gentleman of 
this country, who had it from the engineer's 
own mouth. Perhaps it was the will of 
heaven. You fee how favourably providence 
has interpofed in behalf of the reigning em- 
prefs of Ruflia> firft in removing her hufband i 
ftcondly in ordaining the aflaffination of 
prince Ivan, for which the perpetrators have 
been fo liberally rewarded; it even feems 
determined to (horten the life of her own 
Ton, thjB only furviving rival front whom fhe 
had any thing to fear. 

The Genoefe have now thrown themfelves 
intd the arms of France for protedion : I 
know not whether it would not have been a 
greater mark of fagacity to cultivate the 
J&iendfliip of England, with which they carry 
on an advantageous commerce.: While the 
Englifli are matters of the Mediterranean, 
they will always have it in their power to do 
incredible damage all along the Riviera, to 
ruin the Genoefe :trade by'fea, and even to 
iannoy the capital ; f;dr not^yithft^ndmg all the 
pains they have taken to fortify the mole 
and the city, I am greatly, decgived if it is not 
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ftill expofed to the danger, not only erf a 
bombardment, but even of a cannonade. I am 
even fanguine enough to think a rcfolute 
commander might, wjtk a ftrong fquadron, 
fail direftly into the harbour, without fuf- 
taining much damage, notwithftanding all 
the cannon of the place, which are laid to 
amount to near five hundred. I have feen a 
cannonade of above four hundred pieces of 
artillery, befides bombs andcohorns, mam- 
tained for many hours, .without doing much 
mifchief. 

During the laft ficge of Genoa, the French 
auxiliaries were obliged to wait at Monaco, 
until a gale of wind had driven the EngUfli 
fijuadron off the coaft, and then they went 
along fhore in finall veflels, at the imminent 
rifque of being taken by the Britifh cruifers. 
By land I apprehend their march would be 
altogether imprafticable, if the king of Sar- 
dinia had any intereft to oppofe it. He 
might either guard the paffes or break up 
the road in twenty different places, fo as to 
render it altogether impaflable. Here it may 
not be amifs to obferve, that when Don Philip 
advanced from Nice with his army to Genoa, 

he 
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be way obliged tgr qmrdi fa clofe to the ihorc^ 
that in above fi% diflSerent pfoces^ tbe EngHih 
flups mig^t have rondcrcd the rrad at^ethev 
inqpaf&bk. The padi, whidi runt gcziendly 
a]o0g thfi face of a pteei|)ice wafhed b}^ the 
&ar, t$ fo narrow diat two men on ho^btck 
can hardly pafk each oth^r y and the road it* 
&lf fo ragged, flippery, and dEmgerous, thae 
the troopera wore obliged to difinooiit, ami 
leacl their horfea one by one. On the other 
hand, baron de Lentrnioiv who was at the 
head of a large body of Piedmontefe troops^ 
hsid it in hh power to bhsck v^ the pafie& of 
the mountains, and enen to deftroy this road 
in foch a masmer, that the enemy could not 
pcvffiikly adv^ance. Wh7 thefe precautions 
were not tal&en,. I do not pmtend to explain : 
neither can I tell you wherefore the prince of 
Monaco^ who k a ibbfe£l and partizan^ of 
Fnmce> was indulged with a neutrality for 
his town» which fervod as a refreAiing^placei 
a fafe port, and an intertnediate poft for the 
French fuccours &nt from MarftiUcs to Ge^ 
noa. This I will only ^mituiae t» af&ntir that 
the ibic(e& and advantage of great aHiances 
aj^ often facrificed to I&w, partial, Iblfifii, and 
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fordid confi^cratiofi^^ T\» town of Mociaco 
i$ CQfntoanded by every heigM in its ndgh-* 
boufbood ; md might be laid in afhes by a 
botibwket€& in four hours by £ra. 

I wa^ Ibrtunate enough to be cecommended 
to a kdy ra Genoa, who treated ns with gr^it 
poltteoefsi and hoTpitality. She introdi;»:ed 
me to an aHatey a man of letters^ who^ 
c^ver&^oii was extremely agreeable. He 
already knew me by reputation^ and ofl^red 
to make me knotwn to ^me of the firft perw 
ibns m the repisbUc^ wkh whom he Kvtd in 
intimacy^ The lady i? one of the moft in*# 
td^nt aad bcft-bred perfoos I have known 
m »iy country We affifled at her convvcw 
(azion^> which wia numerous. She pjpe&d us 
to pais the winter at Genoa ^ and indeed I 
was ^moft perfuaded : but i had attadw 
ments atNice^ frc»n whach I could not eafily 
dilenge^ my&lf^ 

Th^ fbw d^Si we ftayed at Genoa wcro 
empfoyed ki viliting the moft remarkahfe 
chixrdbos and pdacesu In fome of the 
chuccbes, pasticufiarly that of iht jinmnciafa, 
I found a pix>£ufiQn of ornaments, which had 
gfiore magnificent^ than> tafte* There is a 

great 
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great number of piflures; but very few of 
tHem are ca^ntal pieces. I had heard much 
of the Ponte Carignano^ which did. not at all 
apfwer my expeftation. It is a bridge th^t 
unites two eminences which form the higher 
part of the city, and the houfcs ih the bottom' 
below do hot rife fo high as the fpringing of 
its afches. There is nothing at all curious 
in its conftruftion, nor any way remarkable, 
except the heighth of the piers.from which 
the arches are fprung. Hard by the bridge 
ther6 is an elegant church, from the top of 
wHch you have a very rich and extenfive 
profpeft of the city, the fca, and the ddjacent 
country, which looks like a continent of 
groves and villas,. The only remarkable cir- 
cumftance about the cathedral, which is Go- 
thic and gloomy, is the chapel where the 
pretended bones of John the Baptift are de- 
pofited, and in which thirty fdver lamps are 
continually burning. I l\ad a curiofity to fee 
the palaces of Durazzo and Doria, bat it re-^ 
quired more trouble to procure admiffion thah 
I ,was willing to give myfelf : as for the arfe- 
nal, and the roftrum of an ancient galley 
which was found by accident, in dragging 
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the harbour, I poftponed feeing them till my 
return. 

Having here provided myfelf with letters 
0^ credit for Florence and Rome, I hired the 
fame boat which had brought us hiliier, to 
parry us forward to Lerici, which is a fmall 
town about half way between Genoa and Leg-* 
horn, where travellers, who are tired of the 
fea, take poft-chaifes to continue their route 
by larwl to Pifa and Florence. I payed three 
loui*dores for this voyage of ^bout fifty 
miles; though I might have had a fduca 
for lefs money. When you. land on the 
wharf at Genoa, you are plied by the feluca 
men juft you are plied by the watermoi at 
Hungerford-ftairs in London. They are al- 
ways ready to fet off at a minute's warning 
for Lerici, Leghorn, Nice, Antibes, Mar-* 
feilles, and every part of the Riviera. 

The wind being ftill unfavourable, though 
the weather was delightful, we rowed akmg 
fliore, pafiing by feveral pretty towns, vil- 
lages, and a vaft number of cqffinesj pr little 
white houfes, fcatter^d among woods of olive 
trees, that cover the hills > and thefe are the 
^labitations of the velvet and damalk weavers* 

Vol. IL D Turning 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 LETTER XXVI. 

Turning Capo Fino we entered a bay^ tvhere 
ftand the towns of Porto Fino, Lavagna, and 
SeftH di Levante, at which laft we took up 
our night's lodging* The houfe was tokra- 
bte, andwe had no great reafon to complain 
of the beds: but, the weatl^^ being hot^ 
there was a very offenfive fmell, which pr6- 
cedd^d from fome Ikina of beafts new killed^ 
that were fpread to duy on an out-houfe iri 
the yaixJ. Our landlord was a butcher, afld 
had very much the looks of art aflaflm. His 
wife.tvas a great mafculine virago, who had 
all the air of having frequented the flaughter- 
Ji£iit£eL Inftjtad of bedug welcomed wiih tooks 
<rf oDmpdaifancc, we were admitted with a fort 
of gloomy cdndefcenfion, which feemed to fay, 
^ We don*t much lil^ your cotttpirty ; but, 
however; you (hall have a night's lodging in 
favour of; the part r on of the gondola^ who is 
dun atcquauntaace." In fhort, we had a very 
J>ad.&ippcr, mifer^bly dreiicd, pafled a very 
(iifegrecable night, and payed a very extrava- 
^nt hill in the morning, without being 
thatftked for our cuftom. I w^as very glad 
to i get .out of the boufe with tny throat 

MRCUt. . 
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Seftri di Levante is a little town pleafantly 
lituatedon the fea-fide^ but has not the conve- 
niency of a harbour. The fifh taken here is moft- 
ly carried to Genoa. This is likewife the mar- 
ket for their oil, and the pafte called macaroni 
of which they make a good quantity. 

Next day, we ikirted a very barren coaft, 
confiftirig of almoft perpendicular rocks, on 
the ftces of which, however, we faw many 
peafants houfes and hanging terraces for 
vines, made by dint of incredible labour. In 
the afternoon, we entered by the Porto di 
Venere into the bay, or gulf of Spetia, or 
Spezza, which was the Portus Lunac of the 
anci6nts. This bay, at the mouth of which 
lies the ifland Palm aria, forms a moft noble 
and fecure harbour, capacious enough to 
contain all the navies in Chriftendom. The 
entrance on one fide is defended by a fmall 
fort built above the town of Porto Venere, 
which is a very poor place. Farther in there 
is a battery of about twenty guns \ and on 
the right hand, oppofite to Porto Venere, is a 
block-houfe, founded on a rock in the fea. 
At the bottom of the bay is the town of 
Spetia on the left, and on the right that of 
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Lerici, defended by a caftle of very little 
ftrcngth or confequence. The whole bay is 
furroundcd with plantations of olives and 
oranges, and makes a very delightful appear- 
ance. In cafe of a war, this would be an admi- 
rable ftation for a Britilh fquadron, as it lies fo 
near Genoa and Leghorn j and has a double 
entrance by means of which the cruifers could 
fail in and out continually, which way foever 
the wind might chance to fit. I am fure the 
fortifications vvouldgive very little diflurbance* 
At the pofl-houfe in Lerici, the accom- 
modation is intolerable. We were almofl: 
poifoned at fupper. I found the place where 
1 was to lie fo clofe and confiaed, that I could 
not breathe in it, and therefore lay all night 
in an outward room upon four chairs, with 
a leathern portmanteau for my pillow. For 
this entertainment I payed very near a loui'dore. 
Such bad accommodation is the lefs excufable, 
as the fellow has a great deal of bufinefs, this 
being a great thoroughfare for travellers going 
into Italy, or returning from thence. 

I might have faved fome money by pro- 
fecuting my voyage directly by fea to Leg- 
horn : but, by this time, we were all heartily 
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tired of the water : the bufinefs then was to 
travel by land to Florence, by the way of Pifa, 
which is feven pofts diftant from Lerici. Thofe 
who have not their own carriage muft either 
hire chaifes to perform the whole journey, or 
travel by way of cambiatura^ which is that of 
changing the chaifes every poft, as the cuftom 
is in England. In this cafe the great incon- 
venience arifes from your being obliged to 
ftiift your baggage every poft. The chaife or 
caleffe of this country, is a wretched machine 
with two whcelsi as uneafy as a common cart, 
being indeed no other than what we fhould 
call in England a very ill-contrived one-horfe 
chair, narrow, naked, fhattered, and fhabby. 
For this vehicle and two horfcs you pay at 
the rate of eight /^S?// a ftage, or four fhillings 
fterling ; and the poftilion expe6ls two paoli for 
his gratification : fo that every eight miles 
coft ibbut five (hillings, and four only^ if you 
travel in your own carriage, as in that cafe 
you pay no more than at the rate of three 
faoli a horfe. 

About three miles from Lerici, we crofiied 
the Magra, which appeared as a rivulet almoft 
€lry, and in half a mile farther arrived at Sar- 
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zana, a fmall town at the extremity of the 
Genoefe territories, where we changed horfes. 
Then entering the principalities of Mafla and 
Carrara, belonging to the duke of Modena, 
we paffed Lavenza, which feems to be a de- 
cayed town with a fmall garrifon, and dined 
^t Mafla, which is an agreeable little town, 
where the old duchefs of Modena refides. 
Notwithftanding all the expedition we could 
make, it was dark before we pafled the Cerchio, 
which is an inconfideraWe ftream in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pifa, where we arrived abput 
eight in the evening. 

The country from Sarzana to the frontiers 
of Tufcany is a narrow plain bounded on the 
right by the fea, aiid on the left by the Ap-r 
penine mountains. It is >yell cultivated amj 
inclofed, confifting of n>eadow-ground, corn 
fields, plantations of olives; and the tree? 
that forn? the hedge-rows ferve a? fp piftny 
props to the vines,, which are twifted ro^nc) 
them, and continued from one to another. 
After entering the dominions of Tufcany, we 
travelled through ^ noble foreft of oak tre^s 
of a confiderable extent, v^rhich would h^v^ 
appeared much more agreeable, had we not 
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been benighted and apprehenfive of robn 
bers. Th? laft pqft but.pnp m. this Mfk 
jovirnjBy, i$ at the little town ef Spirito^ 
S^nto, a kind of fea-port on the Mediter- 
ranean. Tbje rpads are indifferent, ^f\d thp 
accQjnfPPdfttion k exsecrabk. I w% g^ad tfl 
find myTdf bopfed in a very good inn at 
Pifa, where I promifed njyfelf a good night,'^ 
reft, and was not diftpppintfd. I bcartUy 
wifti you the lame pjegbfure, and am ver)! 
fmcere^y 

Yours* 

LETTER XXVII. 

Nice, Januory aS, 1765. 
D E A R S I R, 

PISA is a fine old city that fhikes yc^ 
with the fame veneration yo)i wouU feql 
at fight of an antient teznpk which be^rs th* 
marks of decay, without beia^ a|>f<?}iji^ly ^j3^ 
lapidated. The houfes are well built, th? 
ftrpets open, ftrgigh*, ^d welj jpaye4 ; ^ 
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ihops well fumifhcd ; and the markets well 
fupplied: there are fome elegant palaces, 
particularly that of the grand-duke, with a 
marble ftatue of Ferdinand III. before it. 
The churches are built with tafte, and to- 
lerably ornamented. There is a beautiful 
wharf of free-ftone on each fide of the river 
Arno, which runs through the city, and three 
bridges* thrown over it, of which that in the 
middle is of marble, a pretty piece of archi- 
tefture: but the number of inhabitants is 
very inconfiderable s and this very circum- 
flance gives it an air of majeftic folitude, 
which is far from being unpleafant to a man 
of a contemplative turn of mind. For my 
part, I cannot bear the tumult of a populous 
commercial city ; and the folitude that reigns 
in Pifa would be a ftrong motive to choofe 
it as a place of rcfidence. Not that this 
would be the only inducement for living at 
Pifa. Here is fome good company, and even 
a few men of tafte and learning. The peo- 
ple in general are counted fociable and po- 
lite; and there is great pknty of provifions, 
at a very reafonable rate. At fome diftance 
from the more frequented parts df the city, 
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a man may hire a large houfe for thirty 
trowns a year : but near the center, you 
cannot have good lodgings ready furnifhed 
for lefs than a fciido (about five fliillings) a 
day. The air in fummer is reckoned un- 
wholefome by the exhalations arifing from 
ilagnant water in the neighbourhood of the 
city, which ftands in the midft of a fertile 
plain, low and marfhy : yet thefe marfhes 
have been confiderably drained by the new 
fcanal extending from hence to Leghorn. 
As for the Arno, it is no longer navigable 
for vefTels of any burthen. The univerfity 
of Pifa is very much decayed 5 and except 
the little bufinefs occafioned by the emperor's 
gallies, which are built in this town, I know 
of no commerce it carries on : perhaps the 
inhabitants live on the produce of the coun- 
try, which confifts of corn, wine, and cattle. 
They are fupplied with excellent water for 
drinking, by an aqueduft confiding of above 
five thoufand arches begun by Cofmo, and 
finifhed by Ferdinand L grand-dukes of 
Tufcany; it conveys the water from the 
raoimtains at the diftance of five miles. 
This noble city, formerly the capital of a 
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flouFiftiing and powerful republic, which 
pontained above one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand inhabitants, within its walls, ib ijbw fq 
defolate tl^jit grafs grows in the open ftrcets j 
and the number of its people do not excee4 
lixteen thoufand. 

You need not doubt but I vifited the Cam-r 
penile, or hanging tower, which is a beau-: 
tiful cylinder of eight ftories, each adorned 
with a round of columns, rifing one above 
another. It ftands by the cathedral, and inrr 
^lines fo far on one fide fx'om the perpendi- 
cular, that in dropping a plummet from the 
top, which is one hundred and eighty-eight: 
feet high, it falls fixteen feet from the bafc. 
por my part, I (hould never have dreamed 
Jhat this inclination proceeded from any other 
caufe, than an accidental fubfidence of the 
foundation on this fide, if fome connoiffeurs 
had not taken great pains to prove it was 
done on purpofe by the architect. Any perr 
fon who has ^yes may fee that the pillars 
on that fide arq confiderably fqnk ; and this 
is the cafe with the very threihold of the 
door by which you enter. I think it would 
have been a v«ry prepofterous ambition iyR 
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the archite6ls, to (hew ho^ far they eould 
deviate from the perpendicular in this con- 
flrudlion 5 becaufe in that particular any 
common mafon pould have rivalled them j 
and if they really intended it as a fpecimen 
o£ their art, they fhould h^ve Shortened the 
pilafters on tha| 1^4^^ fo a$ to exhibit them 
entire, without tH^ appearance «f finking* 
Thefe leaning to^jpra ajre not unfrequent in 
Italy i' there ^9 one at Bologna, another at 
Venice, ^ thi?d betvyixt. Venice and Ferrara, 
and § fourth at |l^venna ; and the inclination 
in 2^ of them has been fupppfed owing to 
the , foundatians. ^iying way on one fide 
only. 

' In the cathedral, which is a l$rge Gothic 
pile, there is a grpiyt number of mafly pil-r 
Jars of porphyry, granite, jafper, and verde 
^ticp, together with fpme good piftures and 
Itatues ; but th^ greateft curiofity is that of 
the brafs gartes, defigned and executed by 
John of Bologn^, reprefenting, embofled in 
different compartments, the hiftory of the 
014 ^^ New Teftament. I was fo^ charm- 
ed w^i this work, t^^t, I cpHld b^e ftood 
|i whole day to examine and admire it. 
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In the Baptifterium, which ftands oppofitc 
to this front, there are fome beautiful mar- 
bles, particularly the font, and a pulpit, 
fopported by the ftatues of different ani- 
mals. ' 
Between the cathedral and this building, 
about one hundred paces on one fide, is the 
famous burying-ground, called Gi/w/<? Santo, 
from its being covered with earth brought 
from Jerufalem, It is an oblong fquare, fur- 
rounded by a very high wall, and always kept 
fhut. Within-fide there is a fpacious corri- 
dorc round the whole fpace, which is a noble 
walk for a contemplative philofopher. It is 
paved chiefly with flat grave-fl:ones : the walls 
are painted in frefco by Ghiotto, Gioftino, 
Stefano, Bennoti, BufFalmaco, and fome o- 
thers of his cotemporaries and difciples, who 
flourifhed immediately after the reftoration 
of painting. The fubje6ls are taken from 
the Bible. Though the manner is dry, the 
drawing incorre6i:, the defign generally lame, 
and the colouring uiinaturalj yet there is 
merit in the exprelfion: and the whole -re- 
mains as a curious monumdht of the efforts 
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made by this noble art immediately after her 
revival. Heie are feme deceptions inperfpec- 
tive equally ingenious and pleafing ; particu- 
larly the figures of certain animalsi which 
exhibit exa6Wy the fame appearance, from 
whatever different points of view they arc 
leen. One divifion of the burying- ground 
confifts of a particular compoft, which in 
nine days confumcs the dead bodies to the 
bones : in all probability, it is no other than 
common earth mixed with qui^-Iime. At 
one corner of the corridore, there are the 
pictures of three bodies reprefented in the 
three different flages of putrefaftion which 
they undergo when laid in this compofition. 
At the end of the three firft days, the body 
is bloated and fwelled, amd the features are 
enlaj'ged and diftorted to fuch a degree, as fills 
the fpeftator with horror. At the fixth day, 
the fwelling is. fubfided, and all the mufcular 
fleih hangs loofencd from the bones : at the 
ninth, nothing but the fkeleton remains. 
There is a fmall neat chapel at one end of 
the Campo SantOy with fome tombs, on one of 
which is a beautiful buft by Buona Roti. At 
the other end of the cprridore, there is a 
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iingt oF antknt Roman ftone-coffins,. re- 
prefenting on the fides and covers forae ex- 
Cfellfeilt pieces in baflb-relievo. The hunting 
of Meleager has been greatly admired 5 but 
what ftruck me moft, wasr the figiirfe of i 
woman lying dead on a iomb-ftorte, ccJvered 
Mrith a piece of thin drapery, fo delicately 
cut as to flicNAT all the flexures of' the attitude, 
and even all the fv(^ellings artti finuofitics of 
the mufcles. Ihftead of Aone, it looks lik6 
k fheet of v(fet linen. 

For foui* zechines t hired a return-fcoacK 
and fbur from Pifa to Fiorcrice. This road, 
which fies aloilg the Arfiby is very good ; and 
the couritfy iS delrghtful, variegated with hill 
and vale, wood and water, mead6ws and 
corn-fields, planted and inclofed like th6 
counties of Middlefex and Hampfhire ; with 
this difference, however, that all tfie trees iri 
this tra6l were covered with \rines, and th6 
ripe cliiders black and whit6, hung down 
from every bough in the nioft luxuriant and 
romantic abundance. The vines in this coun- 
try are hot planted in rows, and propped 
with flicks, as in France and the couttty 
of Nice, but twine around the hedge-row 
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trees, which they almoft quite cqyer witli 
their foliage and fruit. The branches of 
the vine are extended from tree to tree, ex- 
hibiting beautiful feftoons of real leaves, 
tendrils, and fwelling clufters a foot long. 
By this cecotiomy th^ ground of the inclo* 
fure is fpared for corn, grafs, or any othet* 
prodtiftion. The trees commonly planted 
for thfe purpofe of fuftaining the vines, are 
maple, t\m^ and aller, with which laft the 
banks of the Arno abound. This river, 
which is very inconfiderable with refpeft to 
thfe quantity of water, would be a charming 
paftoiral ftream, if it was tranfparentj but 
it is always muddy and difcoloured. About 
ten or a dozen miles below Florence, there 
are fome marble quarries on the fide of it, 
from whence the blocks are conveyed in 
boats, when there is , water enough in the 
river to float them, that is^ after heavy rains, 
or the melting of the fnow upon the moun- 
tains of Umbria, being part of the Appenines, 
from whence it tak-es its rife. 

Fioreftce ts a noble city, that flill retains 

all the marks of a majeftic capital, fuch as 

piazzasy palaces, fountains, bridges, flatues, 
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and arcades. I need not tell you that tlie 
churches here are magnificent, and adorned 
not only with pillars of oriental granite, por- 
phyry, jafper, verde antico, and other pre- 
cious flones J but alfo with capital pieces of 
painting by the moft eminent mafters. Se- 
veral of thefe churches, however, ftand with- 
out fronts, for want of money to complete 
the plans. It may alfo appear fuperfluous to 
mention my having viewed the fanious gal- 
kry of antiquities, the chapel of St. Lorenzp, 
the palace of Pitti, the cathedral, the bap- 
tifterium, the Ponte de "Trin^ ^ith its fta- . 
tues, the triumphal arch, 4hd^ every thing 
which is commonly vifited in this metropolis. 
But all thefe obje6ts having been circumftan- 
tially dcfcribed by twenty different authors of 
travels, I fliall not trouble you with a repeti- 
tion of trite obfervationf^ 

That part of the city ibich flands on each 
fide of the river, makes^ a very elegant ap- 
pearance, to which the four bridges and the 
flone-quay between them, contribute in a 
• great meafurc. I lodged at the widow 
Vanini's, an Englifh houfe delightfully fitu- 
ated in this quarter. The landlady, who is 
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herfelf a native of England, we found very 
obliging. The lodging-rooms are comforta- 
ble 5 and the entertainment is good and rea- 
fonable. There is a confiderable number of 
fafliionable people at Florence, and many of 
them in good circumftances. They afFeft a 
gaiety in their drefs, equipage, and converfa- 
tion ; but ftand very much on their pun6lilio 
with ftrangers ; and will not, without great 
relu6lance, admit into their aflemblies any 
lady of another country, whofe noblefle is 
not afcertained by a title. This referve is in 
fome meafure excufable among a people who 
are extremely ignorant of foreign cuftonjs> 
and who know that in their own country, 
every perfon, even the moft infignificant, 
who has any pretenfions to family, either 
inherits, or aflumes, the title of principe^ 
, contey or marchefe. 

With all their pride, however, the nobles 
of Florence are humble enough to enter into 
partnerfliip with fhopkcepers, and even to 
fell wine by retail. It is an undoubted faft, 
that in every palace or great houfe in this city, 
there is a little window fronting the ftreet, 
provided with an iron -knocker, and over it 
Vol. II. E hangs 
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hangs an empty flafk, by way of lign-pcriGL 
Thither you fend your fervant to buy a bottle 
of wine. He knocks at the little wicket, 
which is opened inamcdiately by a dofiodliCt 
who fupplies him with what he wantSt and 
receives the money like the waiter of any 
other cabaret. It is pretty extraordinary 
that it fhould not be deemed a difparagepacnt 
in a nobleman to fell half a pound of figs, 
or a palm of ribbon or tape, or to take 
money for a flalk of four wine ; and yet be 
counted infamous to match hb daqghter ia 
the family of a perfon who has diftinguifhed 
himfdf in any one of the learned profef. 
(ions. 

Though Florence be tolerably populous^ 
there feems to be very little trade of any 
kind in it : but the inhabitants flatter 
themfelves with the profpeft of reding 
great advantage from the refidmce of one 
of the arch-dukes, for whofe reception they 
are now repairing the palace of Pitti. I 
know not what the revenues of Tirfcimy may 
amount to fince the fucceflion of the princei 
of Lorrain ; but, under the laft dukes of 
the Medici family, they were laid to pro-» 
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dttce two millions of crowns, equal to five hun;- 
dred tboufand pounds fterling. Thefe arofe 
from a very heavy tax upon land and houfes, 
the portions of maidens, and fuits at law, be- 
fides the duties upon traffick, a fevere gabelle 
upon the neceffaries of life, and a toll upon 
every eatable entered into this capital. If 
we may believe Leti, the grand duke was 
then able to raife and maintain an army of 
forty thoufand infantry, and three thojafand 
borfe ; with twelve galleys, two galleaffes, and 
twenty fhips of war. I queftion if Tufcauy 
can maintain, at prefent, above one half of 
fuch a^ armament. He that now conimands 
the emperor's navy, confiding of a few fri- 
gates, -is an Englifhman, called Afton, who 
was heretofore captain of a fbip in our Eaft- 
India company's fervice. He has lately toi- 
braced the catholic religion, and been created 
admiral of T«ifcany. 

There is a tolerable opera in Florence for 
the entertainment of the beft company, 
though they do not feem very attentive to 
the mufick. Italy is certoinly the native 
country of this art ; and yet, I do not find 
the people in general, either more niufically 
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inclined, or better provided with ears than 
their neighbours. Here is alfo a wretched 
troop of comedians for the burgeois, and 
lower clafs of people : but what feems moft 
to fuit the tafte of all ranks, is the exhibi- 
tion of church pageantry. I had occafion to 
fee a proceffion, where all the noblefle of the 
city attended in their, coaches, which filled 
the whole length of the great ftreet called the 
Corfo. It was the anniverfary of a charitable 
inftitution in favour of poor maidens, a cer- 
tain number of whom are portioned every 
year. About two hundred of thcfe virgins 
walked in proceffion, two and two together, 
cloathed in violet-coloured wide gowns, with 
white veils on their heads, and made a ve- 
ry claffical appearance. They were preceded 
and followed by an irregular mob of penitents 
in fack-cloth, with lighted tapers, and monks 
carrying crucifixes, bawling and bellowing 
the litanies : but the great objeft was a 
figure of the Virgin Mary, as big as the life, 
ftanding within a gilt frame, drcfled in a 
gold ftuff, with a large hoop, a great quan- 
tity of falfe jewels, her face painted and 
patched, and her hair frizzled and curled in 
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the very extremity of the fafhion. Very lit- 
tle regard had been paid to the image of our 
Saviour on the crofs ; but when his lady- 
mother appeared on the fhoulders of three or 
four lufty friars, the whole populace fell up- 
on their knees in the dirt, This extraordi-. 
nary veneration paid to the Virgin, muft 
have been derived originally from the French, 
who pique themfelves on their gallantry to 
the fair fex. 

Amidft all the fceneiy of the Roman ca- 
tholic religion, I have never yet feen any pf 
the fpeftators afFefled at heart, or difcover 
the leaft figns of fanaticifm. The very difci- 
plinants, whofcourge themfelves in the Holy- 
week, are generally peafants, or parties hired 
for the purpofe. Thofe of the confrairies, 
who have an ambition to diftinguifli them- 
felves on fuch occafions, take care to fecure 
their backs from the fmart, by means of 
fecret armour, either women's boddice, or 
quilted jackets. The confrairies are fraterni- 
ties of devotees, who inlift themfelves under 
the banners of particular faints. On days 
of proceffion they appear in a body dreffed 
as penitents and ma(ked, and diftinguifhed 
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by crdfles on their habits. There is fcarct 
an individual, Whether noble or plebeian, 
who does not belong to one of thefe affocia- 
tions, which may be compared to the Free- 
Mafons, Gregoreans, and Antigallicans of 
England. 

Juft without one of the gates of Florence, 
there is a triumphal arch erefted on occaiion 
of the late emperor's making his public 
entry, when he fucceeded to the dukedom 
of Tufcany: and here in the fummer even- 
ings, the quality refort to take the air in their 
coaches. Every carriage flops, and forms a lit- 
tle feparate converfazione. The ladies (it within, 
and the cicilbei ftand on the foot-boards, on 
each fide of the coach, entertaining them 
with their difcourfe. It would be no un- 
pleafant inquiry to trace this fort of gallantry 
to its original, and inveftigate all its progrefsl 
The Italians, having been accufed of jea- 
loufy, were refolved to wipe off the reproach, 
and, feeking to avoid it for the future, have 
run into the other extreme. I know it ia 
generally fuppofed that the cuftom of choofing 
cicifbei, was calculated to prevent the ex- 
tin£lion of families, which would other • 
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wife often happen in confequence of mar- 
riages founded upon intereft, without any 
mutual afFeftion in the contra<5ting parties. 
How faf this political confideration may have 
weighed againft the jealous and vindiftivc 
temper of the Italians, I will not pretend to 
judge ; but certain it is, every married lady 
in this country has her cicifbeo, or ferviente, 
who attends her every where, and on all oc- 
cafions ; and upon whofe privileges the huf- 
band dares not encroach, without incurring 
the cenfure and ridicule of the whole com- 
munity. For my part, I would rather be 
condemned for life to the gallies, than exer- 
cife the office of a cicifbeo, expofed to the 
intolerable caprices and dangerous refentment 
of an Italian virago. I pretend not to judge 
of the national chara6ler from my own ob* 
fervation : but, if the portraits drawn by 
Goldoni in his Comedies are taken from na- 
ture, I would not hefitate to pronounce the 
Italian women the moft haughty, infolent, 
capricious, and revengeful females, on ihe 
face of the earth. Indeed, their refentments 
are fp cruelly implacable, and contain fuch a 
mmutt of perfidy, that, in my opinion, 
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they are very unfit fubje£ls fpr comedy, whofe 
province it is, rather to ridicule folly than to 
iligmatize fuch atrocious vice. 

You have often heard it faid, that the 
purity of the Italian is to be found in the 
lingua Ttofcana^ and bocca Romana. Certain 
it is, the pronunciation of the Tufcans is 
difagreeably guttural : the letters C and G 
they pronounce with an afpiration, which 
hurts the ear of an Engliftiman ; and is, I 
think, rather rougher than that of the X, in 
Spanifh. It founds as if the fpeaker had loft 
his palate. I really imagined the firft man I 
heard fpeak in Pifa, had met with that mif- 
fortune in the courfe of his amours. 

One of the greateft curiofities you meet with 
in Italy, is the Improvifatore ^ fuch is the 
name given to certain individuals, who have 
the furprifing talent of reciting verfes extem- 
pore, on any fubjedV you propofe. Mr. Cor- 
veli, my londlord, has a fon, a Francifcan 
friar, who is a great genius in this way. 
When the fubje£l is given, his brother tunes 
his violin to accompany him, and he begins 
to rehearfe in recitative, with wonderful 
fluency and precifion. Thus, he will, at a 
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minute's warning, recite two or three hundred 
verfes, well turned, and well adapted^ and 
generally mingled with an elegant compli- 
ment to the company. The Italians are fo 
fond of poetry, that many of them have the 
beft part of Ariofto, Taffo, and Petrarch, by 
heart ; and thefe are the great fources from 
which the improvifatori draw their rhimes, 
cadence, and turns of expreflion. But, left 
you fhould think there is neither rhime nor 
reafon in protr^fting this tedious epiftle, I 
Ihall conclude it with the old burden of my 
fong, that I am always 

Your affeftionate humble Servant. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

Nice^ FeSrumy 5,1765. 

Dear Sir, 

YOUR entertaining letter of the fifth of 
laft month, was a very charitable and 
a very agreeable donation : but your fufpicion 
is groundlefs. I aflure you, upon my honour, 

I have 
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1 have iio ifeare whatever in any of the dif- 
poftes which agitate the public : hov do I know 
any thing of yocr political tranfa6Hons, ex- 
cept what I cafoally fee in one of your news^- 
papers j with the perufal of which I am fomc- 
timcs favoured by our conlul at Villefranche. 
You infift upon my being mort particular in 
my remarks on what I iaw at Florence, and 
I fhall obey the in junftiion. The famous gal* 
lery which contains the antiquiti^, is the third 
ftory of a noble ftone^difice, built in the £wm 
of the Greek d, the upper part fronting the 
river Arno, and one of the kgs adjoining to 
the ducal-palace, where the courts of juftice 
dre held. As the houfe <rf Medici had for 
fome centuries refided in the palace of Pitti, 
fituated on the other fide of the river, a fall 
mile from thefe tribunals, the archite6l Vafari, 
who planned the new edifice, at the fame time 
contrived a corridore, or covered paflage, ex- 
tending from the palace of Pitti along one 
of the bridges, to the gallery of curiofities, 
through which the grand-duke pafled unfeen, 
when he was difpofed eifher to amufe hiin- 
felf with his antiquities, or to affift at his 
courts of judicature : but there is nothing 
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very citraordinary ctth&t in' the contrivance 
or execution of this corridofew 

If I refidcd m Florence I would give fome* 
thing extraordinary for permiffion to walk 
every day in the gallery, which I fhould much 
pfdfer to the Lycaeurfi, the grovfcs of Acadc- 
mus, or any porch or philofc^hicai alky in 
Athens or in Rome, Here by viewing the 
ftatuei and bufts ranged on each fide, I fhould 
beconw acquainted with the faces of all the 
remarkable perfonages> male and female, of 
antiqiBty, and even be able to trace their dif- 
ferent charafters from the expreffion of their 
features. This colk(5tion is a moft excellent 
commentary upon the Roman hiftorians, par- 
tkularly Suetonius and Diem Cafiiiis. There 
was one circumftance that ftruck me in view- 
ing the bufts of Caracalla, both here and in 
the Capitol at Rome ; that was a certain fero- 
city in the eyes, which feemcd tt> contradift 
the fweetnefs of the other features, and re^ 
markably juftified the epithet Caracuyl, by 
which he was diftinguiftied by the antient in- 
habitants of North-Britain. In the language 
of the Highlanders caracuyl fignifies cruel tye^ 
as we are given to underftand by the ingenious 
2 editor 
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editor of Fingal, who feems to think that 
CaracaUa is no other than the Celtic word, 
adapted to the pronunciation of the Romans : 
but the truth is, CaracaUa was the name of 
a Gaulifli veftment which this prince afFedlcd 
to wear; and hence he derived that furname. 
The Caracuyl of the Britons, is the fame as 
the uTToSfcc ISeap of the Greeks, which Homer 
has fo often applied to his Scolding Heroes. 
I like the Bacchanalian, chiefly for the fine 
drapery. The wind, occafioned by her mo- 
tion, feems to have fwelled and raifed it from 
the parts of the body which it covers. There 
is another gay Bacchanalian, in the attitude 
of dancing, crowned with ivy, holding in 
her right hand a bunch of grapes, and in 
her left the thyrfus. The head of the cele- 
brated Flora is very beautiful : the groupe 
of Cupid and Pyfche, however, did not 
give me all the pleafure I expefted from 
it 

Of all the marbles that appear in the open 
gallery the following are thofe I moft admire. 
Leda with the Swan 5 as for Jupiter, in this 
transformation, he has much the appearance 
of a goofe. I have not feen any thing tamer : 
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but the fculptor has admirably fliewn his art 
in reprefenting Leda's hand partly hid among 
the feathers^ which are fp lightly touched off, 
that the very fhape of the fingers are feen 
underneath. The ftatue of a youth, fuppofed 
to be Ganymede, is compared by the con- 
noiffeurs to the celebrated Venus, and, sa far 
as I can judge, not without reafon : it is, 
however, rather agreeable than ftriking, and 
will pleafe a connoifleur much more than a 
common fpe6tator. I know not whether it is 
my regard to the faculty that inhances the 
value of the jtoted iEfculapius, who appears 
with a venerable beard of delicate workman- 
Ihip. He is larger than the life, cloathed in 
a magnificent pallium, his left arm refting on 
a knotted ftafF, round which the fnake is 
twined, according to Ovid : 

Hunc modo ferfentem baculum qui nexihus ambii 
Perfpice 

He has in his hand the fafcia herbarum^ and 
the crepidce on his feet. There is a wild-boar 
reprefented lying on one fide, which I admire 
as a mafter-piece. The favagenefs of his ap- 
pearance is finely contrafted with the eafe 

and 
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and indolence of the attitude. Were I to 
meet with a Jiving boar lying, with the fame 
expreffion, I ftiould be tempted tofiroke his 
briftles. Here is an elqgant l?uft of Anti- 
B0US, the favomite of Adrian ; and a i»eai>ti^ 
ful head of Alexander the Great;, turned on 
one fide, with an exprefiion of lafigaiflM»ent 
and anxiety in his ccwntenaniX. The virtu^fi 
are not agreed about the circumftancc itt 
which he is reprefented; whether fainting 
with the lofs of blood which he fuffereii in 
his adventurie at Oxydrace 5 or languifliing 
with the fever contra<5led by bathing in th« 
Cydnus ; or finally complaining to his father 
Jove, that there were no other worlds for him 
to conquer. The kneeling Narciffus is a 
fijiking figure, and the expreffion admirable* 
The two Bacchi ate peife6liy well executed 5 
but (to my fhame be it fpoken) I prefer to 
the antique that which is the work of Michael 
Angelo Buonaroti, concerning which the 
ftory Is told which you well know. The 
artift having been blamed by fome pre- 
tended connoifleurs, for not imitating the 
manner of the ancients, is iaid to have pri- 
vatdy fimiihed this Bacchus^ and buried it> 
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f^fe^h^viQg broke off an arm, which he kqit 
99 at voucher. The ftatue, beit^ dug up hf 
accident, was allowed, by the bed judges, to 
be a perfei6i: antique ; upon which Buonaroti 
produced the arm, and claimed his own work. 
Signior Bianchi, the keeper of this mufeum, 
looks upon this. as a fable; but owns that 
Vafari tcUs fuoh another of a child cut ia 
marble by the fame artift, which being car- 
xkd to Rome, and kept for fome time under 
ground, was dug up as an antique, and fold 
for a great deal of money. I was likewife at^ 
tm&ed by the Morpheus in touchftone, which 
is defcribed by Addifon, who, by the bye, 
notwithftaading all his tafte, has been con- 
vifted by Bianchi of feveral grofs blunders in 
his account of this gallery. 
- With refp^ to the famous Venus Pontia, 
commonly called deMedicis^ which was found 
^ Tivoli, and is kept in a feparate apart- 
ment called the Tribunal I believe I ought to 
he iotirely filent, or at leaft conceal my real 
fentiments, which will othcrwife appear 
^ually abfurd and prefumptuous. It muft 
fee w?fnt of tafte that prevents my feeling that 
tnthufiaftic admiration with which others are 
; infpired 
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infpired at fight of this ftatue : a ftatue 
which in reputation equals that of Cupid by 
Praxiteles, which brought fuch a concourfe of 
ftrangers of old to the little town of Thefpias. 
J cannot help thinking that there is no beauty 
in the features of Venus 5 and that the atti- 
tude is aukward and out of charafter. It is a 
bad plea to urge that the antients and we 
differ in the ideas of beauty. We know the 
contrary from their medals, bufts, and hifto- 
rians. Without all doubt the Umbs a:nd pro- 
portions of this ftatue ai^ elegantly formed, 
and accurately defigned, according to the 
jiiceft rules of fymmetry and proportion ; and 
the back parts efpecially are executed fo hap- 
pily, as to excite the admiration of the moft 
indifferent fpeftator. One cannot help think* 
ing it is the very Venus of Cnidos by Prax- 
iteles, which Lucian defcribes. " Herclc 
quanta dorfi concinnitas ! ut exuberantes 
lumbi amplexantes manus implent! quam 
fcite circumduftae clunium pulpae ,in fe ro- 
tundantur, neque tenues nimis ipfis oilibus 
adftriftse, neque in immenfam effufae Pingue-* 
dinem! That the ftatue thus defcribed 
was not the Venus de Medicis^ would appear 
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from the Greek infcription on the bafe, 
KAEOMENH2 AnOAAOAOPOT 

A0HNAIO2 EnilESEN. Cleomenes 
Jilius Appollodori fecit ^, did we not know that 
this infcription is counted fpurious, and 
that inftead of EnflE2EN, it fhould be 
EnOlHSE. This, however, is but a fri- 
volous objeftion, as we have feen many 
infcripUons undoubtedly antique, in which 
the orthography is falfe, ? ither from the ig- 
norance or careleflhefs of the fculptor. Others 
fuppofe, not without reafon, that this ftatue 
is a reprefentation of the famous Phryne, 
the courtefan of Athens, who, at the cde- 
bration of the Eleufinian game?, exhibited 
herfelf coming out of the bath, naked, to 
the eyes of the whole Athenian people. I 
was much pleafed with the dancing fawn 5 
and ftill better with the Lotti, or wreftlers, the 
attitudes of which are beautifully contrived, 
to fhew the different turns of the limbs, and 
the fwelling of the mufcles : but, what pleafed 
me beft of all the ftatues in the Tribuna was 
the Arrotino, commonly called the Whetter, 
and generally fuppofed to reprefent a flave, 
who in the aft of whetting a knife, overhears 
Vol. II. F the 
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the confpiracy of Cataline. You know he li 
reprefented on one knee; and certain it is, I 
never faw fuch an expreffion of anxious at- 
tention, as appears in his countenance. But 
it is not mingled with any marks of furprife> 
fuch as could not fail to lay hold on a man 
who overhears by accident a confpiracy againfl 
the ftate. The marquis de Maffei has juftly 
obferved that Salluft, in his very circum- 
ftantial detail of that confpiracy, makes no 
mention of any fuch difcovery. Neither does 
it appear, that the figure is in the aft of 
whetting, the ftone which he holds in one 
hand being rough and unequal, no ways re- 
fembling a whetftone. Others alledge it re- 
prefents Milico, the freedman of Scaevinus, 
who confpired againft the life of Nero, and 
^ave his poignard to be whetted to Milico, 
who prefented it to the emperor, with aft 
account of the confpiracy : but the attitude 
and expreffion will by no means admit of this 
interpretation. Signore Bianchi, who is him- 
felf a learned and judicious antiquarian, 
thinks the ftatue reprefents the augur Attius 
Navius, who cut a ftone with a knife, at the 
command of Tarquinius Prifcus. This con- 
2 jefturc 
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jcfturc feeixis to be confirmed by a medallion 
of Antoninus Pius, inferted by Vaillant among 
hb Numifmata Preftantiora, on which is de- 
lineated ne^Iy fuch a figure a this in ques- 
tion, with the following legend, " Attiu* 
Navius genuflexus ante Tarquinium Prifcum 
cotem cultro difcidit/' He owns indeed that 
in the ilatue, the augur is not diftinguiftied 
either by his habit or emblems; and he 
might have added, neither is the flone acotes. 
For my own part, I think neither of thefe 
three opinions is fatisfa6tory, though the laft 
is very ingenious. Perhaps the figure alludes 
to a private incident, which never was re- 
corded in any hiftory. Among the great 
number of piftures in this Tribuna, I was 
moft charmed wdth the Venus by Titian, 
which has a fweetnefs of expreffion and ten- 
demefs of colouring, not to be defcribed. In 
this apartment, they reckon three hundred 
pieces, the greateft part by the beft matters, 
particularly by Raphael, in the three manners 
by which he diftinguifhed himfelf at different 
periods of his life. As for the celebrated 
ftatue of the hermaphrodite, which we find 
in another jToom, I give the fculptor credit for 

F 2 his 



Digitized by 



Google 



63 LET T E R XXVIIL 

his ingenuity in mingling the fexes^ in the com- 
pofition; but it. is, at beft, no other than 
a monfter iri nature, which I never had any 
pleafure in viewing : nor, indeed, do I think 
there was much talent required in repre- 
fenting a figure with the head ^nd breafts 
of a woman, and all the other parts of the 
body mafculine. There is fuch a profufion 
of curiofities in this celebrated' mufseum; 
flatues, burfts, piftures, medals, tables inlaid 
in the way of marquetry, cabinets adorned 
with precious ftones, jewels of all forts, ma- 
thematical inftfuments, antient arms and 
military machines, that the imagination is 
bewildered ; and a ftranger of a vifionary turn, 
would be apt to fancy himfelf in a palace of 
the fairies, raifed and adorned by the power 
of inchantment. 

In one of the detached apartments, I faw 
the antependium of the altar, defigned for the 
famous chapel of St. Lorenzo. It is a curious 
piece of architeflure, inlaid with coloured mar- 
ble and precious ftones, fo as to reprefent 
an infinite variety of natural objedls. It is 
adorned with fome cryftal pillars, with ca- 
pitals of beaten gold. The fecond ftory of 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XXVIII. 69 

the building is occupied by a great number 
of artifts employed in this very curious work 
of marquetry, reprefenting figures with gems 
and different kinds of coloured marble, for 
the ufe of the emperor, • The Italians call it 
pietre commejfe^ a fort of inlaying with ftones, 
analogous to the fineering of cabinets in 
wood. It is peculiar to Floreftce, and feem$ 
to be ftill more curious than the Mofaic 
work, which the Romans have brought to 
great perfcdion. 

The cathedral of Florence is a great Gothic 
building, incrufted on the outfide with mar- 
ble; it is remarkable for nothing but its 
cupola, which is faid to have been copied by 
the archite£l of St. Peter's at Rome, and for 
its fiz^e, vybich is much greater than that of 
any other church in Chriftendom. The bap- 
liftery, which ftands by it, was aiji antient 
temple, faid to be dedicated to Mars. There 
are fome good flatue$ of marble within ; and 
one or two of bronze on the outfide of the 
doors; but it is chiefly celebrated for the 
emboflfed work of its brafs gates, by Lorenzo 
Ghiberti, which Buonaroti ufed to fay, de- 
ferved to be njade the gates of Paradife. J 
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Viewed them with pleafure : bat ftill t fc- 
f ained a greater veneration for thofe of Pifa, 
which I had firft admired: a prefet6nc6 
which either arifes frofti want of tafte, o^ 
from the charm of novelty, by whieh fb^ 
former were recommended to my itteittion. 
Thofe who would have a particular de-* 
tail of every thing worth feeing at Florence, 
Comprehending churches^ libraries, palaces, 
tombs, ftatues, piftufes, fountains, bridges, 
&c. may confult Keyfler, who is (b laborioufly 
circumftantial in his defcriptions, that I never 
could perufe them, without fuifering the head* 
ach, and recoUeftingtheold obfervatlon, That 
the German geniui lies ftiore in thfe back 
than in the braifl. 

I was much difappointed iti the chapel <^ 
6t Lorenzo* Ndtwithftanding the greit prcK 
fufion of grinite, porphyf y, jafper, Verdt an» 
tico, lapisi-lazuli, and other precioUs ftones, 
reprefenting figures in the way of to&rquetry, 
I think the whole has a gloomy efFeft. Thefc 
pietre commeffe are better calculated for cabi- 
nets, than for ornaments to great buildings, 
which ought to be large mafles proportioned 
to the greatnefs of the edifice* The com^ 
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partmcnts are fo fmall, that they produce no 
cfFeft in giving the firft impreffion when one 
enters tte place 5 exc^ to give an air of 
Uttlenefs to the whole, juft as if a grand 
feloon was covered with pi6]tures painted in 
miniature. If they have as little regard to 
proporti<Hi and perfpcftive, when they paint 
the dome, which is not yet finiflied, this cha- 
pel will) in my opinion, remain a monument 
of ill tafte and extravagance. 

Thje court of the palace of Pitti is formed 
by ithree fides of 9n elegant fquare, with ar- 
cadej aH rpimid, like the palace of Hplyrood 
hpofe at BAinhw^; :9M the ruftic work, 
which eqn^it^tps the i&vf^r psrt of ^e build- 
ing, giivQs it. ^n air of ftreogth and magni* 
fic«:Ke. la this court, there is a fine fountain, 
in which the water trickles down from above 5 
and h«re is alfo dst ^dmkihl^ ajitiqu^ ftatue 
of Hercules, infcribed ATSinnOT EPFON, 
tbewQckflf Lyfipp^is. 

Tjbe apMtmenfs of this |>ala^ are generally 
iinall, md many <rf them dwrk. Among the 
pain^Qgs, the moft temadwble is the Ma- 
ckvii^ 4e la Seggiola, by Raphael^ counted 
one of the teft coloured pieces of ihat great 

F 4 mailer. 
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ttiafter. If I was allowed to find fault with 
the performance, I fhould pronounce it de- 
feftive in dignity and f^ntiment. It is the 
exprcflion of a peafant rather than of the 
mother of God. She exhibits the fondnefs 
and joy of a young woman towards her firft* 
born fon, without that rapture of admiration 
which we expe6l to find in the Virgin Mary, 
while file contemplates, in the fruit of her 
own womb, the Saviour of mankind. In 
other refpe£ls, it is a fine figure, gay, agree- 
able, and even expreffive of maternal tender- 
nefs s and the bambino \s extremely beautifuL 
There was an Englifli painter employed in 
copying this pifture, and what he had done 
was executed with great fuccefs, I am one 
of thofe who think it very poflible to imitate 
the beft pieces in fuch a manner, that even 
the connoifTeurs fhall not be able to dif- 
tinguifti the original from the copy. After 
all, I do not fet up for a judge in thefe mat- 
ters, and very likely I may intur the ri- 
dicule of the virtuofi for the remarks I have 
made : but I am ufed to fpeak my mind 
freely on all fubjefts that fall under the 
cognizance of my fenfes j though I muft 
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as freely own, there is fomething more than 
common fenfe required to difebvdr and dif- 
tinguifti the more delicate beauties of paiAt* 
ing. I can fafely fay, however, that withou^ 
any diaubing at aU, I am very fincerely. 

Your afFeftionate humble fervant. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Nice, Tebrmrj »o, \^i%, 

Dear Sir, . 

HAVING . i^en all the curiofitics of 
Flc«*ence, and hired a good travelling 
coach for feven weeks, at the price of fevep 
zeqiiines, fomething lefs than three guineas 
and a half, we fet out poft for Rome, by 
the way of Sienna, where we lay the firft 
night. The country through which we paffcd 
is mountainous but agreeable, pf Sienna 
1 can fay nothing from my own obfervation, 
but that we were indifferently lodged in a 
houfe that flunk like a privy, and fared 
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liyrctchcdly at fupper. The city is large and 
vrcXL built : ^ in^bitants [Hque themfely^s 
n^op their politene6> and the purity of their 
dialed. Certain it is» fome ftraogers rdide 
in this place on purpofe to learn the beft pro- 
nunciation of the Italian tongue. The Mo- 
iaic paven^nt of their duoroOi ^ cathedral^ 
has been much admired ; as well as the 
hiftory of -^neas Sylvius, afterwards pope 
Pius II. painted on the walls of the library, 
partly by Pietro Perugino, and partly by his 
pupil Raphael D'Ufbino. 

Next day at Buon Convento, where the 
emperor Henry VIL was poifoned by a friar 
with the facramental wafer, I refufed to give 
money to tbe holler, who in reVenge put two 
young unbroke ftone^hodee in the traces next 
to the coach which became lb unruly, that 
1>efore we had gone a quarter of a mile, they 
and the poftilion were rolling in dieduft. la 
thiis 0ttiation they made fiich efforts to diibv- 
gage themfelves, and kicked widi fuch violence, 
that I imagined die carriage and all oar trunks 
would have been beaten in pieces. We leaped 
out of the coach, however, without fuftain-* 
jng any perfimal damage, except the fright j 
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ftdr was any hurt done to the vehicle* But 
the horfes were terribly btuifed, and aliiibft 
ftrangled, before they could h6 difengaged. 
Exafperated at tint villainy of the hoftler, 1 
fefolved to make a complaint to the magi- 
ftrate of the place, who is called uffiziak. 
X found him wrapped in an old, greafy, 
tagged, great-coat, fitting in a wretched 
apfiftitieiit, without eithcir glafSj paper, or 
t)oafds in the windows; and there was no 
fort of furniture but a couple of broken 
chairsy and a miferable truckle-bed, Hd 
looked pale, meagre^ aftd haggard, and had 
tnorfe the air of a half-ftarved prifoner than 
of a iftagiftrate. Having heard my com- 
plaint, he eame f^rth into a kind of outward 
room or bellfrey, and rung a git&t bell with 
his own hand. In cOiifequence of this fignal, 
^he port:- matter cafeie up ftairs, arid 1 fuppofe 
he was the firft man in the place, for th* 
ujji^de ftood before him cap^in-hand, arid 
with ^«at marks of humble refpe^t repeated 
ihe complaint I had made. This man afiiired 
iiie, with ah air of confcious importance, that 
he himfelf had ordered the hoftler to fupply 
tdt with thofe very horfes, which were the 
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beft in his ftable ; and that the misfortune 
which happened was owing to the mifconduft 
pf the jFore-poftilion, who did not keep the 
fore horfes to a proper fpecd proporticmed to 
the mettle of the other two. As he took thei 
affair upon himfelf,^ and I perceived. had att 
afcendancy over the magiftrate, I conteritedt 
royfelf with faying, I was certain tl^xe two 
hprfes had been put to the coach on purpofe, 
either to hurt or frighten lis ; and that fince I 
could not have juftice here I would make a 
formal' complaint to the Britifh minifter at 
Florence. In pafling through the ftreet to 
the coach, which was by this time furnifhed 
with frefh horfes, I met the Koftler, and would 
have caned him heartily j but perceiving my 
intention, he took to his he^ls and vanifh^d. 
Of all the people I have ever feen, the bott- 
lers, poftilions, and other fellows hangiitg 
about the poft-houfes In Italy, are the moft 
greedy, impertinent, and provoking. Happy 
are thofe travellers who have phlegm enough 
to difregard their infolence and importunity : 
for this is not fo difagreeable as their i^evenge 
is dangerous. An Englifti gentleman ?t 
Flpr^nce told mc^ that one of thpf? fellows, 

whom 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XXIX. yj 

whom he had ftruck for his impertinence, 
flew at him with a long knife, and he could 
hardly keep him at fword*s point. All of 
them wear fuch knives, and are very apt ta 
ufe them on the flighteft provocation. But 
their open attacks are not fo formidable as 
their premeditated fchemes of revenge; in 
prbfecution of which the Italians are equally 
treacherous and cruel. 

This night we palTcd at a place called 
Radicofani, a village and fort, fitual;e(} on 
the top of a very high mountain. The inn 
ftands ftill lower than the town. It was 
built at the expence of the laft grand-duke 
of Tufcany ; is very large, very cold, and un- 
comfortable. One would imagine it was con- 
trived for coolnefs, though fituated fo high, 
that even in the midft of fummer, a travel- 
ler would be glad to have a fire in his cham- 
er. But few, or none of them, have fire- 
places, and there is not a bed with curtains 
or tefter in the houfe. All the adjacent 
«)untry is naked and barren. On the third 
day we entered the pope*s territories, fome 
parts of which are delightful. Having paffed 
Aqua-Pendente, a beggarly town, fituated oh 
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the top of a rock, from whence there is a 
romantic cafcade of water, which gives it 
the name, we travelled alpng the fide of the 
lake Bolfena, a beautiful piece of wat^- about 
thirty miles in circuit, with two iflands in 
the middle, the banks covered with noUe 
phntations of oak and cyprefs. The town 
of Bolfena ftanding near the ruins of the 
antient Volfinium, which was the birth-place 
of Sejanus, is a paltry village ; and Monte- 
fiafcone, famous for its wii^, is ^ poor de- 
cayed town in this neighbourhood, fituated 
on the fide of a bill, which, according 
to the author of the Grand Tour^ the on- 
ly direflory I had along with me, is fup* 
pofed to be the Sorafte of the ancients. K 
we may helieve Horace, Sora6te was vifible 
from Rome ; for, in his ninth ode, addrcfled 
to Thaliarchus, he fays, 

Vides, ut alta ftet nive candidum 
SoraSe ■ 

hut, in order to fee Montefiafcone, his eye^ 
fight muft have penetrated thrpygh Jthe Mons 
Cyminus, at the foot of which jftands the 
city of Viterbo. Pliny tells us, tihat.Sorafte 
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was not far from Rome, baud fruul ab urht 
RofHa J but Montefiafcone is fifty miles from 
this city. And Defprez, in his notes upon 
Horace, fays it is now called Monte S. Orefte* 
Addifon tells us he paficd by it in the Cam- 
pania. I could not, without indignation, re- 
8e6l upon Ae bigotty of Mathilda, who 
gave this fine countiy to the fee of Rome, 
under the tknninion of which no country 
was ever known to profper. 

About half way between Montefiafcone 
and Viterbo, one of our fore-wheels flew off, 
together with a large fplinter of the axle- 
tree : and if one of the poftffions had not 
by great accident been a remarkably ingeni- 
ous fellow, we fliould have been put to the 
greateft inconvenience, as there was no town, 
x>r even houfe, within feveral miles. I men- 
tion this circumflance by way of vraming to 
other travellers, that they may provide them- 
ielves with a hatnmcr and nails, a fpare inon- 
pin or two, a large knifis, and bladder of 
greafe, to be ufed occafionaHy in cafe of fuch 
inisfbrtune. 

The mountain of Viterbo is covered with 
beautiful plantations and villas belonging to 
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the Roman nobility, who come hither to make 
the wllegiatura in fummer. Of the city of 
Viterbo I fhall fay nothing, but that.it is the 
capital of that country which Mathilda gave 
to the Roman fee. The place is well-built, 
adorned with public fountains, and a greal 
number of churches and convents ^ yet far 
from being, populous, the whole number of 
inhabitants not exceeding fifteen thouiandi 
The poft-houfe is one of the worfl: inns I 
ever entered. ^ 

After having pafled this mountain, the 
Cyminus of the antients, we Ikirted part of 
the lake, which is now called de Vico, and 
whofe banks afford the moft agreeable rural 
profpe6b of hill and vale, wood, glade and 
water, fhade and funfliine. A few other 
very inconfiderable places we pafled, and de- 
fcended into the Campania of Rome, which 
is almofl: a defert. The view of this coun* 
try, in its prefent fituation, cannot but pro- 
duce emotions of pity and indignation in the 
mind of every pcrfbn who retains any idea pf 
its antient cultivation and fertility. It is no- 
thing but a naked withered down, defolate 
and dreary,, almoft without inclofure, corn- 
field. 
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field, hedge, tree, fhrub, houfe, hut, or habi- 
tation ; exhibiting^here and there the ruins of 
an antient caftellum, tomb, or temple, and 
in fome places the remains of a Roman via* 
I heard much of thefe antient works, and 
was greatly difappointed when I faw them. 
The Via Caffia or Cymina is paved with 
broad, folid, flint-ftones, which raufl: have 
greatly incommoded the feet of horfes that 
travelled upon it, as well as endangered the 
lives of the riders, from the flipperinefs of 
the pavement : befides, it is fo narrow that 
two modern carriages could not pafs one 
another upon it, without the moft imminent 
hazard of being overturned. I am ftill of 
opinion that we excel the antient Romans in 
underftanding the cohveniencies of life. 

The Grand Tour fays, that within foUr 
miles of Rome you fee a tomb on the road- 
fide, faid to be that of Nero, with fculpture 
in baflb relievo at both ends. I did fee fueh 
a thing more like a common grave-ftone, 
than the tomb of an emperor. But we are 
informed by Suetonius, that the dead body of 
Nero, who flew himfelf ftt the villa of his 
freedman, was by the care of his two nurfes 
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and his concubine Atta, removed to the fe- 
pulchre of the Gens Donlitia, immediately 
within the Porta del Popolo, on your left 
hand as you enter Rome, precifeljr on the 
Ipot where now ftands the church of S. Maria 
del Popolo. His tomb was even diftinguifh- 
ed by an epitaph, which has been prdTerved 
by Gruterus. Giacomo Alberici tells us very 
gravely in his Hiftory of the Church, that 
a great number of devils, who guarded the 
bones of this wicked emperorj took poflef- 
fion, in the fliape of black ravens, of a wal- 
nut-tree, which grew upon the fpot j from 
whence they infulted every paffenger, until 
pope Pafchal II. in confequence of a folemn* 
faft and a revelation, went thither in proceffion 
with his court and cardinals, cut down the 
ttee, burned it to afhes, which, with the 
bones^of Nero, were thrown. into the Tyber: 
then he confecrated an altar on the place, 
where afterwards- the church was built. You 
may guefs what I felt at firft fight of the city 
of Rome, which, hotwithftanding all the ca- 
lamities^ it has undergone, ftill mgin tains aii^ 
augiift and imperial appearance. It ftands^ 
on the farther fidte <)f -the ^ Xyber, which we*^ 
--.- 2 ^ .'^ ^rofled 
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croflcd at the- Ponte Molle, formerly called 
Pons Mthius, about two miles from the gate 
hj which we entered. This bridge was built 
by iBmilins Cenfor, whoft name it originally 
bore. It was the road fay which fb many 
heroes returned with conqiiefk to their coun<^ 
try ; by which fo many kings were led cap- 
tive to Rome; and by which the ambaffadors 
of fo many kingdoms and ftates approached 
the feat of empire, to deprecate the wradi, 
to fbllicit the friendlhip, or fae for the pro- 
teftion of the Roman people. It is likewife 
jBamons for the defeat and death of Maxentius, 
who was here overcome by Conftantine the 
Great. The fpace betwefen the bridge and 
Porta del Popolo, on the right hand, which 
is now taken up with gardens and villas, was 
part of the antient Campus Martius, where the 
comitiife were held j and where the Roman peo- 
ple innred themielves to all manner of exercifes: 
it was ad(xtied with porticos, temples, theatres, 
baths^ cird, bafilicae, obelifk^, columns, ftatues, 
and groves. Authors difitr iil their opinions 
about the extent of it 5 but as they all agree 
that it contained the Pantheon, the Circua 
Agonis, now the Piazza Navona, the Buftdm 
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and Maufoleum Augufti, great part of the 
modern city muft be built upon the antient 
Carapus Martius. The highway that leads 
from the bridge to the city,: is part of the Via 
Flaminia, which extended as far as Rimini;' 
and is well paved, like a modern ftreet. No- 
thing of the antient bridge remains but the 
piles ; nor is there any thing in the ftnafturc 
of this, or of the oriier five Roman bridges) 
over the Tyber that deferves attentbn. Ir 
have not feen any bridge in France or Italy, 
comparable to that of Weftminfler, either in 
beauty, magnificence, or folidity j and when 
the bridge at Black-Friars is finiihed, it will 
be fuch a monument of architedture as all the 
world cannot parallel. As for the Tyber, it 
is, in comparifon with the Thames, no more 
than an inconliderable ftream, foul, deep, 
and rapid ; navigable by finall boats, barks, 
and lighters; and, :for the convenicncy of 
loading and unloading them, there is a hand- 
fome quay by the new cuftom-houfe, at the 
Porto di Ripetta, provided with ftairs of 
each fide, and adorned with an elegant 
fountain, that yields abundance of excellent 
water. 
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We arc told that the bed of this river has 
been confiderably raifed by the rubbifh of old 
Rome, and this is the reafon ufually given 
for its being fo apt to overflow its banks, 
A citizen of Rome told me, that a friend of 
his lately 'digging to lay the foundation of a 
new houfe in the lower part of the city, near 
the bank of the river, difcovered the pavement 
of an antient ftreet, at the depth of thirty- 
nine feet from the prefent furface of the 
earth. He therefore concluded that modern 
Rome is near forty feet higher in this place, 
than the fite of the antient city, and that 
the bed of the river is raifed in proportion; 
but this is altogether incredible. Had the bed 
of the Tyber been antiently forty feet lower 
at Rome, than it is at prefent, there muft have 
been a faM or-cataraft in it immediately above 
this traft, as it is not pretended that the bed 
<)f it is raifed in any part -above the citys 
:0thci*wife fuch an elevation wbuld have ob- 
ftrufted its courfe, and then it would have 
overflowed the whole Campania. There is 
nothing extraordinary in its prefent over- 
flowings : they frequently happened of old, 
and did great mifchief to the antient city. 
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Appian, Dio, and oi\i9r h»ftori«uw, dkf^ribe 
an inundation of the Tyber imoi^iately after 
the death of Julius Caefar which inundation 
was occafioncd by the fudden melting of a 
great quantity of fnow which bad feUen upon 
the Appenines, This calamity is rworckd 
by Horace in his ode to Auguftus. 

Vidimus flavum Tiherim retortis 
Uttore Etrufco vioknter undis^ 
Ire dejeUum monumenta regis ^ 

^emplaque Vefi^: 
Itia dum fe nimium querenti^ 
JaSlat ultorem ; v(tgus et Jiniftrd 
Labiturripd^ Jove non frobante 

Uxorius Amnis^ 

Livy expreflly fays, " ita abundavit ^ibfris^ 
ut Ludi Apollinares^ circp innftdato^ edctra.porr^ 
tarn Coilinam ad adem Erycine Veneris f^r^^ 
Jinf—To this . cuftom of transferrin^ jl^p 
Ludi Apollinares to anotljer p^e wber?? ^ 
Tyber had overflowed the Circui AUf^m^ 
Ovid alludes in his Fafti : 

Altera gratmneo fpeSabis equiria campo 
Sluem Tiieris curvis in latus urget aquis. 
S^i tamen ejeS^ ft forte tmhitw unda^ 
Calius accipiet fulverulentus equos^ 
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The. Porta del Popolo (formerly Flami>- 
nia,) by which we entered Rome, is an ele- 
gant piece of architedure, adorned with 
marble columns and flatues, and executed 
after the dcfign of Buonaroti. Within fide 
you find yourfelf in a noble pi^Ea, from 
whence three of the principal ftrcet^ of Rome 
are detached. It is adorned with the famous 
iEgyptian obelifk, brought hither from the 
Circus Maximus, and fet up by the archi- 
teft Dominico Fontana, in the pontificate of 
5ixtus V. Here is likewife a beautiful foun- 
tain defigned by the ikme artift ; and at the 
beginning of the two principal ftrcets, are 
*wo Y«ry degant churches fronting each 
other. Such an auguft entrance cannot fail 
to imprefe the ftraiiger with a fublime idea 
<rf this venerable city. 

Having givien our names at the gate, wc 
repaired tot the dogana, or cufbom-houlei 
where our trunks and carriage were fearched j 
and here we were furrounded by a number of 
fervitori de piazza, offering their fcrviccs with 
tlie moft difagreeable importunity. Though 
I told them (everal timi® I had no occafion for 
any^ three of them took poiTeflion of the 
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coach, 6nc mounting before and two of them 
behind 5 and thus we proceeded^ to the Piazza 
d'Efpagna, where the perfon lived to whofe 
houfe I was direfted. Strangers that come to 
Rome fcldom put up at public inns, but go 
direftly to lodging houfes, of which there is 
great plenty in this quarter. The Piazza 
d'Efpagna is open, airy, and pleafantly fi- 
tuated in a high part of the city immediately 
under the CoUa Pinciana, and adorned with 
two fine fountains. Here moft of the Englilfh 
refide : the apartments are generally commo- 
dious and well furaifhed; and the lodgers 
are well fupplied with provifions and all 
neceflaries of life. But, if I ftudied oeco- 
nomy, I would chufe another part of the 
town than the Piazza d'Efpagna, which is, 
befides, at a great diftance from the anti- 
quities. For a decent firft floor and two 
bed-chambers on the fecond, I payed no 
more than a fcudo (five fhiUings) per day. 
Our table was plentifully furnifhed by the 
landlord for two and thirty pauls, being equal 
to fixteen (hillings. I hired a town-coach at 
the rate of fourteen pauls, or feven (hillings a 
day ; and a fervitore di piazza for three pauls^ 
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or eighteen-pence. The coachman has alfo 
an allowance of tVro pauls a day. The pro- 
vifions at Rome are reafonable and good, 
efpecially the vitella mongana, whkh is the 
moft delicate veal I ever tafted, but very dear, 
being fold for two pauls, or a (hilling, the 
pound. Here are the rich wines of Montc- 
pulciano, Montefiafcone, and Monte di Dra- 
gone ; but what we commonly drink at meals 
is that of orvieto, a fmall white wine of 
an agreeable flavour. Strangers are generally 
advifed to employ an antiquarian to inftnift 
them in all the curiofities of Rome ; and 
this is a neceflary expence, when a perfon 
wants to become a connoifleur in painting, 
jftatuary, and architedure. For my own part 
I had no fuch ambition. I longed to view 
the remains of antiquity by which this me- 
tropolis is diflingui(hed ; and to contemplate 
the originals of many pictures and ftatues, 
which I had admired in prints and defcrip- 
tions* i therefore chofe a fcrvant, who was 
recommended to me as a fober intelligent fel- 
low, acquainted with thefe matters : at the 
fame time I fumifhed myfelf with maps and 
plans of antient and modern Rome, toge« 
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tber with the jktfe «ianual, called, Itinerario 
ifiruHivo per rctnvairt con facility tt^ie le mag^ 
wficenze di Roma e di alcune cittdy e cafieUi 
JMbwrbmu. But I found ftill more fatkfa£ti(Mi 
in perufing the book in three volumes, in 
titled, Romaanticay e modernay which contains 
a defcription of every thing remarkable in- 
nod about the city, illuftrated with a great 
number of copper plates^ and many curious 
hiftoHcal annotations. This direftory coft 
me a zequine ; but a hundred zequines will 
not purchafe all the books and prints which 
have been publiffaed at Rome on thefe fub- 
jefts. Of thefe the moft celebrated are the 
plates of Piranefi, who is not only an inge*- 
nious architeft and engraver, but alfo a learned 
antiquarian ; though he is apt to run riot in 
his conjeftures \ and with regard to the arts 
of antient Rome, has broached fi>me docr 
trines, which he will find it very difficult to 
mmntain. Our young gentlemen who go to 
Rome will do well to be upcm dieir guard 
againfta fet of fharpers, (fome of them of 
our own country,) who deal in pidhires and 
antiques, and very often irhpofe upon the 
uninformed ftranger> by fdHng him trafh^ 
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AS ijhe prddo6tioAs of the mod: oelebratsed 
arlifts. The Englifli are more than any 
other foreigners expofed to this impofkion. 
They are fuppofed to have more money tt> 
^row away ; and therefore a greater nmor- 
her of fnares are layed for them. This opL- 
nk>n of their fupcrior wealth they take m 
{^e in confirming^ by launching out into 
aU manner -of unneceflary expence : but, 
what is ilill more dangerous, the moment 
they fet foot in Italy, they are feized tii^ith the 
ambiticin of becoming connoii&urs in painti« 
ing, mufick, ftatuary, and ardiiteflure ; and 
the adventurers of this country do not fail 
to flatter this weaknefs for their own advan*- 
tage. I have feen in different parts of Italy, 
a number of raw boys, whom Britain feemed 
to have poured forth on purpofe to bring her 
natiotml character into contempt : ignorant, 
petulant, raih, and profligate, without any 
Juiowledge or experience of their own, without 
any direftor to improve their underftanding, 
or fuperintend their conduct. One engages 
in play with an infamous gameibr, and 19 
ilr^ped, perhaps, in the very firft partie: 
another is poxed and pillaged ' by an and* 
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quated cantatricc : a third is bubbled hy a 
knavilh antiquarian j and a fourth is laid 
under contribution by a dealer in pidtures. 
Some turn fiddlers, and pretend -to compofe : 
but all of them talk familiarly of the arts, 
and return finiftied connoifleurs and cox- 
combs to their own country. The moft re- 
markable phaenomenon of this kind, which I 
have feen, is a boy of feventy-two, now 
aftually travelling through Italy, for im- 
proveirient, under the aufpices of another 
boy of twenty-two. When you arrive at 
Rome, you receive cards from all your coun- 
try-folks in that city : they expe£l to have 
the vifit returned next day, when they give 
.orders not to be at home ; and you never 
fpeak to one another in the fequel. This is 
a refinement in hofpitality and politenefs, 
which the Etiglifh have invented by the 
ftrcngth of their own genius, without any 
alfiftance either from France, Italy, or Lap- 
land. No Englilhman above the degree of 
a painter or cicerone frequents any coflFee- 
houfe at Rome ; and as there are no public 
diverfions except in carnival-time, the only 
xfeancc you have for feeing your compatriotsi 
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is either in vifiting the curiofities, or at a con- 
Ycrfazione. The Italians are very fcrupulous 
in admitting foreigners, except thofe who arc 
introduced as people of quality : but if there 
happens to be any Englifh lady of fafliion at 
Rome, (he generally keeps an aflembly, to 
which the Britifli fubjefts refort- In my next, 
I Ihali communicate,' without ceremony or 
affeftation, what further remarks I have^ 
made at Rome, without any pretence, how- 
ever, to the charafter of a connoifleur, which, 
without all doubt, would fit very aukwardly 
upon. 

Dear Sir, 



Your Friend and Servant. 
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liuif TAruaary %%^ 1765. 

Dear Si r, 

NOTHING can be more agrceabte to 
tjic tyes of a ftrdngcr, efpocially in 
the heats of fummer, than the great num- 
ber of pubHc fountains that appear in every 
part of Rome, erobelliflicd with all the or- 
naments of fculpture, and pouring forth 
prodigious quantities of cool delicious water, 
brought in aquedu6ls from diflSerent lakes, 
rivers, and fources, at a confiderable diftance 
from the city. Thefe works are the remains 
of the nmnificOTce and induftry of the an- 
tient Romans, who were extremely delicate 
in the article of water : but, however, great 
applaufe is alfo due to thofe beneficent popes 
who have been at the cxpence of rcftoring 
and repairing thofe noble channels of health, 
pleafure, and convenience. This great plen- 
ty of water, neverthelefs, has not induced the 
Romans to be ^cleanly. Their ftreets, and 
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even their palaces, are difgraced with filth. 
The noble piazza Navona is adorned with 
three or four fountains, one of which is per-' 
haps the moft magnificent that Europe can 
produce, and all of them difcharge vaft ftreamff 
of wat^: but, notwithftanding this pro- 
vifion, the piazza is almoft as dirty as Weft- 
Smithfield, where the cattle are fold in London. 
The corridores, arcades, and even ftair-cafesi 
belonging to their moft elegant palaces, are* 
dcpofitoiies of naftincfs, and, indeed, in fum- 
Hier, fniell as ftrong as fpirit of hartfhom, 
I have a great notion that their anceftors 
were not much more cleanly. If we con- 
llder that the city and fuburbs of Rome, in 
the reign of Qaudius, contained about feven 
millions oF inhabitants, a number equal at 
leaft to the fum total of all the fouls in Eng- 
land ; that great part of antient Rome was* 
allotted to temples, porticos, bafilicae, the- 
atres, therma, circi, public and private 
walk& and gardens, where very, few, if any, 
of this giieat number lodged; that by far 
the greater part of thofe inhabitants were 
flaves and peer people who did not enjoy the 
conyeniencies o( life ; and that the ufe of 
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Uneft was fcarce known 5 we muft naturally 
conclude they were ftrangely crouded toge- 
ther, and that in general they were a very, 
frowzy generation. That they were crowded; 
together appears from the height of their 
houfes, which the poet Rutilius compared to 
towers made for fcaling heaven. In order to 
remedy this inconvenience, Auguftus Caefer 
publifhed a decree, that for the future rlo 
hpufes (hould be built above feventy feet hig^,' 
which, at a moderate computation, might, 
make fix ftories. But what feems to prove, 
beyond all difpute, that the patient Romans: 
were dirty creatures, are thefc twp particur 
lars. Vefpafian laid a tax upon urine and' 
ordure, on pretence of being at a great ex- 
pence in clearing the ftreets ftotn fuch nu-. 
fances; an impoiition which amount^ to' 
about fourteen pence a year for every indi-; 
vidual J and when Heliogabalus ordered all: 
the cobwebs of the city and fuburbs to be 
collected, they were found to weigh ten thou- 
fand pounds. This was intended as a d6-, 
monftratioa of the great number of inha** 
bitants ; but it was a proof, of their dirt, 
rather than of their populofity. I might 
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liloewife ad4 tbe ddlj^e cuftom of taking 
vamits at each other's bottf6s> when they were 
ianted to dinner, or fupper, that they might 
prepare their ftomach for gormandizing ; a 
beaftly proof of their naftinefs as well as 
^uttoliy. Horaice, in his defcription of the 
hBtnqu(t of Nafiedenus, fays, when the ca-^ 
iiopy, tinder which they fat, fell down» it 
brought along with it as much dirt as is 
tatftd by a h^rd gale of wkid in dry weather : 



•" trabentia pulveris atri^ 



^antum non aquilo Campanis excitat agris.^^ ' 

I might obfcrve that the ftreets were often 
encujEnl)tred with the putrifying carcafTes of 
crimitialSy who had been dragged through 
them by the heels, and precipitated from the 
Scal(t Gemonia, or Tarpeian rock, before they 
were thrown into the Tiberi which was the 
general receptacle of the ckaca maxima^ and 
all the filth of Rome : befides, the bodies of 
all tho&/who made away with themfelves^ 
without fufficient caufej of fuch as were 
condemned for facrilcge, or killed by thun^ 
der, were left unbiirped apd unburkd to rot 
^bovje ground. 

Vol, II. H 1 be- 
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cii>^6ms of ^ ^tteHt IC;6mfm^) ^iiti4tt^ 

mMVy JifiagHJea. WHeh I -finft ibw ?tte ^iw^ 

faiits at -^fe 'm|^<^ mktf^s in f^ri», ife ^VIMi^ 

^th Baridag^ thfit the Vety fight DfiAlWtt 

rnidt rfiy H5ji«ds vfkier, -I liffte ^neanlWli "^tbilt 

the ^l-e(Bnption <tf 1ftf<e ^i^eAts >cdltf4 bt 

^1efe^aY<*^i8 cuflrstn, iqaaUy flib0Mng't«l 

, ttbftiTd : %t^,ift'tlftGapkol"at ftame> 1 'i}«t 

witfc tfHe ^ti<ju€ ««ta« oi nchAi t^diikf^ 

exa6tly in the fanw manner j rolled up like 

an Egyptian mumK^y from the feefe. The 

circulation of the blood, in fuch a caTe, muft 

fte dblfetfaita '<^ tHt *^hole ifaitfaee '<^ thfe 

bbdyi %hd tik^kg 'tft tfbbi^y feiit tia:'4V6Btd>^ 

^hich 'is thfe dhly part of ^\ie cIhM :«|[at, 

iougKt tb ht €6fil6i«d. Is 'it hOt tftiq)«feig 

Ihat x'lSttrtheh fertfe ihould not pdrit OQty 

itven to -the ftw^ ignorant, th»t :^dfc i^t- 

fcurfed ^ft^iW*iges muft heat 'the leftJicr-ilttfiaa: 

iiitbti^v^r; mdft hinder the :«aiioii 30f Ust 

4n}ik)Si,'M the ^ay of the j^n«s,:fi>iMtceC. 

fary to%^a!th attd tibtfition j and Uutt'Whlte 

the refKitet blood ia-^hftruded tin'-th«i«Mns» 

^hich-mh ifti Ihe-fdrftce of the fel|»ly,T^ 

arteries, which lie deep, withdttJ ^ awftfil^ 
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iQO(it^i3ils .int<? the head, whc^c the bloq4 |ncc^ 
.wkU no j-ef^ftawc ? 13»e vciJels of ^tjic .l?r<ya 
J9J3C liatBisUy ilaK, and the vpey fiitui;es pf the 
^uXl ,wc yet ttndoled. yf)»tate ^he cqn|«i- 
,queoGes of thi3, cruel rw9d4Ung^ the ^itih? 
«rc yiwfted ; the joiots grow neketty ; t^^ 
iivaifi is compr^ed, juvi fi hydroccjixh^Ius, 
jKuth a ^neat head aod^iore qyes, enliies. J 
Aake this abomio^hle :pi59Ai¥e to he Qne 
^reat.caufeiof ;the biandy fe^> diotiQ^utiYe hp^ 
dies, andiarge heads, & frequegt in thejfoj^h 
of iFwwcc and, in Italy. 

J vajsnoMfs furpjifed.tp fi^d the m9dera 
jfkihion^af cucUng the h^ir, htM-^owed in ;a 
^eat .meafure from the cpxQOfphs fuid co- 
quelites of antiqaity. ,I-fesv .a bjift c^ $>few> 
inithe.gallery at Florence, ^heh^jr reprf j^t«d 
in rows of hupkles, like th^.,qi ,jt.jE%s%^ 
petit-maitre, conforQ];ibl.e tothe ^i^iwe drawn 
«f him hy SoetoniDS : Circa cultu^ jf^a ^^ 
demiua, ,ut ejoman fep^r jm gra4us fqripyi^gi 
pearegKffiatime .achakay (tiam ipem f^Kti^gt 
fumpferit. \ was vecyihrty, however^ to iru^ th4t 
this, foppery cameifromlGrfisg^. ..^s fpr ptl^o, 
he.woiie a galericulum,.9rtto\^, .o|i^f02Mi| 
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of thin hair, propter raritatem capilkrum. 
He had no right to imitate the example of 
Julius Gaefar, who concealed his bald head 
with a wreath of laurel. But there is a buft 
in the Capitol of Julia Pia, the f^cond wife 
of Septimius Severus, with a moveable peruke, 
dreffed exaftly in the faftiionable mode, with 
this difference, that there is no part of it 
frizzled \ nor is there any appearance of po- 
matum and powdcf. Thefc improvements 
the beau-monde have borrowed from tljc 
natives of the Cape of Good Hope« 

Modern Rome does not cover more than 
one third of the fpace within the walls ; and 
thofe parts that were moft frequented of old 
are now intirely abandoned. From the Ca- 
pitdlr to the Colifeum, including the Forum 
Romanum aftd Boarium, there is nothing in- 
tire but one or two churches, built with the 
fragments of antient edifices. Yoti defcend 
from the Capitol between the rcmaitting pil- 
lars of two temples, the pedeftals and part of 
the fhafts funk in the rubbilh ; then paffing 
through the tritwnph^t arch of S^imius Sc- 
verus, you proceed along the foot pf Moms 
.P6lat4nusi which- fitfnds on your jight hand, 
- -^ quite 
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quite covered with the ruins of the fintiert 
palace belonging to the Roman emperors, and 
3it the foot of it, there are fome beautiful de-^ 
tached pillars ftill (landing. On the left yott 
fee the. remains of the Te^pkm Pacis^ which 
ieems to haye been the largeft and moft mag- 
nificent of all the temples in Rome. It was 
built and dedicated by the emperor Vefpafian, 
who brought into it all the treafure and pre- 
cious veflels which he found in the temple of 
Jerufalem. The columns of the portico he 
removed from Nero's golden houfe, which he 
levelled with the ground. This temple was 
likewise famous for its library^ mentioned by 
Aulus Gellius. Farther on, is the arch of 
Conftantine on the right, a moft noble piece 
of archite6hire, almoft entire, with the re- 
mains of the Meta Sudans befOTC it ; and front- 
ing you, the noble ruins of that vaft amphi- 
theathre, called the Colollkum^ now Coliieo, 
which has been dismantled and dilapidated 
by the Gothic popes a^^ princes of modem 
Romq, to build ai^ > adorn tbqir ' paltry pa- 
laces. 3^hind the amphitheatre .were the 
thermse of the fame emperor Titus Veipafiaa. 
In the iame qintrter* was the Circus Mtmrws i. 
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and the v^hole fpace from henci off bothp fides, 
to the walls of Rome, comprehending aboVi- 
twice as much ground ss the modei^ city, h 
^moft covertfrf with the monuments of anti- 
^ity. I fnppofe there is more concealed 
bfelow groiirid than aippears ^bove; The flit* 
ferable houfes, and even garden-wafJh of ttrt 
pcafents in this diftrift, arc built with thefe 
precious materials, I m^h ihafts aiid cafpifal* 
of marble cohimns, heads, arms, legs, and 
mutilated trunks of ftaitues. Whaff pity it 
is that among all the remains of anti(Juifyi at 
Rome, there is not otie lodgmg-hbiife re* 
mdihing. I fhoiild be glad to know how* 
the feriators of Rome were lodged. I wafit td 
Be better ihforriied touching the cdva adium^ 
the ficusi the ard deorum penatum^ the eoficla** 
niia-^ triUnicd, and candtiones 5 the dtHd vi^here 
tht women refided, arid employed fheniftlvc> ' 
in the ^'oollen mantifoftote ; ihe fratbria^ 
^hich werfe i5 fpacious as td beeoirie i tou** 
ikncc in the reign of Auguftus? arid the 
xyficy Whifch were ftiady walks bitVr^eil iwo 
porticbs, where the men fexercifed themielVe^ 
in the wiiit^r/ \ ith di?|tifted by the modem' 
tafte of ^rchitfe^ijrei though r^m no judge^ 
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«f t^e art. The choFchjss and paIrqm of 
thcfe. i|«}(s aee aowded witfe. petty ^rn^r 
nientSi wbkh ^raS: tbe tt^ mA hj hmfikr 
lag tbe 4e%ii into « icadety 0I lit^ pif t». 
dtflfoy tks e£fe€b of the w]»9l^ Eve;Fy dfKNf 
aad window hm its ieparat^ on^iQ^jata* }t» 
«aoulding„ hatt caami^ and tyn?^ni»m j 
tbea there is Jtich «n fiifii9.l»la|e Qfr vife}^r$ 
feftdims^ piUars, piia^cs^ mtk t)i^r ar^hw 
tiayes, ont^latitf^^ and I kxiom not Vfb^ti 
that aoti^ng great tir imifiiom. Kmm»f ta fill 
^e view} and we, in ^ntn, tc>Qkibr lh»t.fipi^ 
fOidty of |;radQdeur> the&ihrge maii^«f %ht 
and fh^dorar, fladl th&inctcprbffihifi £¥STMei3n 
TOI^, which chara^isoalib dte tt^&fs .^f. thf 
ahtie»ts. A great edifice^ to havf^its.fuU 
efieift^ caight to b? (^M that ia, 4^aKhed fraoi 
all others* with a large fpacs around it : hut 
die palacei oS Rome, and> ind^d, of ail /the 
other cides of Italy, which I have iiben, ixp 
£} ei^aged. among odusr mean heiui^, ths^ 
&dr beauty and nugnificeaee ^re in a great 
veafiire concealed. Bven tbofe vyhiek h/ssk 
epen flrests and piaz^s are only ^Unx in 
froQlu T^Tft odier apartments are darkened 
by the vicinity of ordinary houfes; and tbdc 
' H 4 views 
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views are confined by dirty and diiagreeabic 
ob)e6b. Within the court there is generally 
a noble colonnade all round, and an open 
corridore above : but the ftairs are niuaUy 
narrow, deep, and high : the want of faih* 
windows, the duUnefs of their fmall ^ds 
lozenges, the duily brick floors,^ and the 
crimfon hangings laced with gold, contribute 
to give a gloomy air to their apartments ; I 
might add to theft caufes, a number of pic^ 
tures executed on melancholy fubje£ls, an- 
tique mutilated ftatues, bufts, bafTo relievos, 
urns, and fepulchral ftones, with which their 
rooms are adorned. It muft be owned, how- 
ever, there arefome exceptions to this general 
rule. The villa of cardinal Alexander Al- 
baniis light, gay, and airy; yet the rooms 
are too fmall, and too much decorated with 
carving and gilding, which is a kind of 
gingerbread work. The apartments of otie 
of the princes Borghefe are furnifhed in the 
Englilh tafte 5 and in the palazzo di cohnnm 
tonnejiakilej there is a faloon, or gallery, whicfa^ 
for the proportions, lights, furniture, and or^ 
naments, is the moft noble, elegant^ and agree*" 
able apartment I ever faw. 

It 
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It i^.^verting to hear axrltaitaii expaidatf 
upon the greatriefs of Modern Rome. Ife 
will tdi you there ar^ above three hundr^ 
f>alaces in the city ; that therd is fierce a 
Roman prince whofe revenue does not cx-^ 
co^ two hundred thouiand crowns; and thit 
Rome produces not only the mod learned 
fcoen, but alfo the moil: refined politicians in 
the univerfe* To one of them talking in this 
flxab, I repUed, that inftead of three hun^ 
dred palaces, the number did not exceed 
four£:oi« ; that I had been infc^-med, on good 
autlK)rity, there were not fix individuals iot 
Rome who had fo much as forty thoufand 
crowns a year, about ten thouiand poinds 
Aeiiing ; and that to fey their princes weiie 
fo rich, and their politicians fo refined, was, 
in dfc6t, a fevere fatiie upon them, for not 
employing their wealtli and their talents for 
tte advantage oi their country. I alked why 
ihmt cardinals and princes did not invite and 
eiKX>urage induitrious pebple to fettle and 
cultivate the Campania of Rome, which is a 
d^rt ? why they did not raife a fubfcription 
to drain the marihes in the neighbourhood 
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itf die atft and dms raclier^teth* air, which 
is rendnv^ catremety unwholofeme in the 
fonraicr, by patrid exhalations, froaa tbofe 
moraffis ^ I demanded of them, wh^ tbc^ 
did not contriiMite their weadth^ and exert 
thdr political refinements^ in augmenting 
idiflir forces by Tea and land, fiov the ddimee 
of their country, introducing commercQ and 
mannfaftures, and in giving fome eonfii* 
^ence to their (late, which was no move 
than a mite in the political Icale of Eyrope I 
I exprefTed a deRte to knovv what became of 
«A ihofe fums of nxmey, inafmuch as then 
•WM hardly any ctrcolation of gold and filver 
In Rome, and the very bankers on whom 
ftrangers have their credit, make intereft to 
pay their tradefmen's bills with paper notes 
of the bank of S{4rito Santo ? And now I 
jam npon this fubjef^, it may not be ami(^ to 
obferve that I was ftrangely mifled by all the 
books I confiilted about the currentcoin of Itdyl 
In Tufcany, and the Ecclefiaftieal 9tate, one 
fees nothing but zequines in gold, and pieces 
of two paoli, one paoIo, and half a paolo; 
in fijver. Befides thefe, there is a copper eoin 
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gt RoHii3,' csilh^ hi^€i> and! tActao bajdccoj 
Ten bafoedti iraAiff ^ feudo,. i^kb h aar 
imagkiaary piece r twb ftddi; tsqke a zc 
^Enri^} aoA a Fi^eadt i6iu^domu Is. wdctii 
abotit two zo^in^; • ' .' f. - . j 

Rotne has notlmig^ta ftar frcmi the cai^iof 
tic powers^ ^'^^ fcfpei^st wid>.'a(£a|isDftitkln9 
reneratkrt ad thft metropojitdn: feat of idicir 
religion : btt the papts ^iH da viiU to airoid 
siifunderftatidkigs witii the malrkiine proti^<^ 
tant ilates^ efpeciatiy the Ei^giifhy Who being^ 
maibrs of the Mediterranean, and in pofiel^^ 
fion of Miiforca^ h£(ve it in their power at 
&^ tithes to fa&d a b^dy of troops witlun. 
four leagQ^ of Rome, atid to takd rthe tity;. 
wlthi)ut op|>6(ition. Kotm is ftu^ronitded 
^ith an old wdlj but altogether incapable of 
defence. Or if it was, thfe bircuit of tW 
«ralls k fo exteniive, thai it woald require « 
garriftai of tweftty thoafaftd taeti. The onlj' 
appearance of a foftifi^dtioA ih this city, is 
thecaftkof ^t. Anguld, ihuated on the fiir. 
ther bank of the Tyber, to which there i» 
a^efi hf a hati<^orne bridge i but this caftle, 
Whkh was £orv6iiifty tho tfiolis AMaHi, could 
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not hold out: half: :a day ^dinfl: a battery of 
ten jncccs.of carincm propcriy idife6lcd, r It 
was an expedient left to the invention of th^ 
abodern Romans^ to convert am aocient tomb 
into a citadel. It could only fcryc as a tem-; 
porary retreat For the pope in times of po- 
pular coix][motion, and on (Mherfudden emer- 
gencies ; as it Jiappened in the cafe of pop& 
Clement VII. when the troops of the emperor 
took the city by aflault ; and this only while 
be reiided at the Vatican, from whence there 
is a covered gallery continued to the caftle : 
It. can never ferve this purpofe again^ while 
the pontiff lives on Monte Cavallo, which is. 
ftt the other end of the city. The caftle of 
St. Angelo, howfbever ridiculous as a fbrtrefs, 
appears refpedable as a noble monument of 
antiquity^ and though ftanding in a lowi 
fituation, is one of the firft ob)e£^s that flrike 
the eye of a ftranger approaching Rome. 
On the oppoiite fide of the river, are the. 
wretched remains of the Maufoleum Augufti, 
which was ftill .more magnificent. Part of 
the walls is.ftafiding, and the terraces are 
converted into garden-ground. In viewing 
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thefe ruins, I remembered Virgifs pathetic 
defcription of Marcellus^ who waa here ill-* 
tombed : 

Amnios iltevirum^ magnum mavortis ad urhem. 
Campus aget gemitus^ vel que Tyierine^ videbi^ 
Funera^ cum tumulum preter labjsrjs rcfentc«f4 

The bpautiful poem of Ovid de Cor^olapion 
ad Ltviam^ written after the afhes -pf Aifcr 
gudftus an4 his nephew Marcellos, of Ger* 
manicus, Ajgrippai and Drufus^ were de-y 
pofited in this maufpleum, concludes with 
thefe lines^. which are extremely tender : .^ 

' Claudik jam Parca nimium refer ata^ fepukbra \ ' 
daudiUt fiui j$^^ jam dmm$ ifia fatet ! 

What the author faid of' the monument, 
you will.'be tempted to fay of this letter, 
which I (hall therefore clofe in the old ftile, 
affuring you. that 1 ever am. 

Yours moft affe£tionateIy. 

;• • • < - • ;:-/ V. -::.;T C ' . ..'■,•- 
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LETTER 

Nice f March $^176 $• 

Dear Si if, 

IN my ^^ 1 gave you n^ bpirdofn frccfy 
of ilic modem palaces of Italy. ^I ihalfl 
Tity\v hazard -my -thoughts upoii' the gardens 
6F ' this^ country, which the ibihatttants extol 
ivTth dlthe hyperboles of admiration and ap- 
plaufe. 1 niiift acknowledge hoWercr, 1 have 
not ieai tbd^i?ioj^« yi^^;^ ;Pjafei*i and 
Tivoli, ff^\eS^ die^)sQid^r;dai^£Qr^t|^if :g^ 
and water- wo;-ks, I injtendcjd to v^fittl^efe 
J>Iace^s .but^was 4)reventcjl Dj^an jin?xpe6led 
fchapge.of .weathq-;, which dQ^eyrM^^^tftpni 
^oirig to the country. Qn t^e laft day, of 
September the mountains of Paleftrina were 
covefed wijih^nc«v; and 4he air became fo 
cola at Rome, that I was forced to put on my 
winter cloaths. This objcftion continued, till 
I found it neceffary to fet out on my return 
to Florence. But I have feen the gardens of 
the Poggio Imperiale^ and the Palazzo de Pitti 
;i 1 V I r I at 
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«t Florence;, andiho»fe df the Yatioan, «f.ifike 
fie]|}('s palace 'on MonteCavaUe, 4^ tt^ itTjtik 
CAidorifia, Medkea, and I^nciama, tft l^bme^ 
lb 4jhat I ilimk I iims (omt m^t to judge df 
file ItattiaA tiifte id jgonknuig. Among thoib 
fihive nientiibned, that of tiie Villa PinciatiA 
is ilie moA vottantkablt and the mdA extfen- 
£^e, inieluding^ Ipaee c»f three miles in w-^ 
Jsak, hard by iihe walls oJF 'Rcpate, containing 
t(' vtrieirf df fitAatiovis high and low^ which 
^wtir till the inatural embelfifiiments one 
weald eitpeift to tiiciA wkh m ti gard^, and 
^fidiUjit^a diverfiiy df tiobie views iof the cit5' 
^md ^(^eent eoumry. 

^n 41 fine estcniive garden or park, an 
englifiitnat»(9^i%s to fte-anumbef of gron^es 
fffiid ghidcs iHtenaixed widi^n agreeable ne- 
igligeinse, which^ips to be-thedfe^ of na^ 
!Uire¥kid accident. He 4o(^ for' fhady walks 
«Htrufteid with §(mil -, for o^itn^Iawns covered 
i«odi'Vi9'dlu« as'fifiaooth as velvet, but tnoch 
«90re^li^)yaf(d- agreeable; 'for ponds, canals, 
iuAnti ^jkf«ad«s,' and rimning ftreams of wa- 
£|ifir;-^£e>r stennps-of trees, woods, and wildep- 
iMictB, ^ut -into Jdelight&l dU^ys, perfumed 
cv4th 3hOnoysfiR}kl<:and ^we«t-briar, and r«. 
' founding 
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i<miiding, wttb the mingkd nldody of all the 
finging birds of heaven : he looks for plats 
ci flowers indifferent parts to refreih the 
^nie, and pleafe the fancy j for arb6ur% 
grottos, hermitages, templess, and alcoves, lo 
jihelter him from the. fun, and affc^ him 
jQ$finsof jQontcmi^tion andrepofe; and be 
expels to 4nd the hedges, groves, and walks^ 
aad lav^ns 4iept with the Htmoft order and 
propriety. He.. Who loves the beauties- of 
fimple nature; ^xaA the charms , of neatnefs, 
wUl feek for .them in vain ^midft the groves 
of Italy. In the garden of the Villa Pinciana» 
there is a plantation of four himdre^ pifseSt 
Of rather fits,! whkh the ItaUasft view tvith 
rapture and admiration: there is likew;Ue a 
long walk of trees Extending from the garden^ 
gate to the palace.; and plenty of {hadei with 
alleys and hedges in di^rent part3> of the 
^ound : but the groves ;are negledxd } . tl^ 
walks are laid with nothing but ts^mioim 
mould or fand, black and dully ; the. boosts 
^re tall, thin, and ihabby ;, t^e trees ftuntedi 
.the open ground, brown and parched,- h» 
..fcarce any appearance of l^rdufie. The. fiat* 
regular alley.s of .evergrgens.aw cut. into 
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fantaftic figiires ; the flower gardens erabcl^^ 
lifh^d with thin cyphers and flouriftied figures 
in box, .while the flowers grow in rows o^ 
earthen-potSi and the ground appears as 
dufky as if it was covered with the cinders 
of a blackfmith's forge. The water, of which* 
there is great plenty, inflead of being col- 
lefled in large pieces, or conveyed in little 
rivulets and ftreams, to refrefli the thirfty foil, 
or managed fo as to form agreeable cafcades> 
is fquirted from fountains in different parts 
of the garden, through tubes little bigger 
than common glyfter-pipes. It mufl: be 
owned indeed that the fountains have their 
merit in the way of fculpture and architec- 
ture; and that here is a great number of 
flatues which merit attention : but they ierve 
only tp encumber the ground, and deftroy that 
efie6t of rural limplicity, which our gardens 
are defigned to produce. In a word^ here we 
fee a variety of walks and groves and fourt- 
tgins, a wood of four hundred pines, a pad^ 
dock with a few meagre deer^ a flower-gar-^ 
den, an aviary, a grotto, and a fifli pond j 
and in fpite of all thcfe particulars, it is, in 
my opinion, a very contemptible garden, 
. Vol. IL I when 
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wbea compared to that of Stowe^ioJBuckmg* 
hamihire, or even to tho(b of Keniington and 
Richmond. The Italians undorftandy be^ 
caufe.they ftudy, th^ excellencies (d aft ; but 
they have no. idea of the beauties of nature. 
This ViHa, Finciana^ which belongs to the 
Borghefe. family, would: make a comptete 
academy for- painting and fculpture, ef^ci- 
ajly for the ftudy of antient marbles 5 for, 
exclulive of the ftatues and bufts in the gar- 
den, and die vaft collection in the* different 
apartments, almofb the whole.outfide of the^ 
houfe is. cowered with curious pieces in bafib^ 
and alto relievo. The moft maftierly is that 
of Gurtius on horfeback, leaping into- tbe^ 
guJph or opening of the earth, which is. faid^ 
tp have clofed on receiving this facrifice* 
Among the exhibitions of art within the 
houfe^ I was much /ftruck^ with a Bacchus^ 
and the death of Meleag^, reprefented^ on* 
an antient fepulchre. TJicre is alfo an ad- 
mirable ftatue of Silenus, with the infant' 
Bacchus in. his. arms; a moft beautiful gla- 
diator- a cmious Moor of bkck marble^ 
with a ihirt of white alabafter ; a- finely pro- 
portioned bull of black marble alfo, ftapding- 
... 2 upon 
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upon a tabl6 oi aliSalrfef 5 a black gipfey 
with a head, liands, ahd feet of brafs j arid 
the famous hiefmaphrodite, which vies with' 
that of Plbferice: though the ihoft curious* 
circumftahce of this attide, is the mattrafe 
executed and plated by Bfernirii, With fuch art 
and' dexterity, that to the view, it ilvals the 
foftheTs of wool, and feems to retain the 
marks of prefliire, according to the figure of 
the fuperiricumbent ftatUe. Let us like wife 
own, /or the honour of the moderns, that' 
the fame artift has produced two fine ftatues, 
which we find among the ornaments of this 
villa, namely, a David with his fling in the 
attitude of throwing the ftone at the giant 
Goliahj ahd a Daphn6 changing into laurel 
at the approach of Apollo. On the bafe of . 
this figure, are the two following elegant' 
lines, written by pope Urban VIII. in his 
younger years : 

^ifyuis amans fequUur fUgUiva gawUa forma^ 
Fronde mantis impUt^ baccas vel carpii amaras. 

ToUght not tofbrget two exquifite antique^ 
ftatues of Venus, the weeping flave, and the" 
youth pulling a thorn out of his foot. 

I 2 I 
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I do not pretend to give a met|io4ical de- ^ 
tail of the curiofities of Rome : -they have , 
been. already xkfcribed by different authors, 
who* were much better qualified th^n I am 
for thejtafk: but ycftj ihail have what ob- 
fervations r made on Jhe- moft remarkable 
oj^jefts, without method, jufl as they occur 
to my remembrance j and I profeft the re- 
marks are all my own : fo that if they de- 
ferve any commendation, I claim all the 
merit ^ and if they are. impertinent, I mufl: 
be contented to bear all the blame. 

The piazza of St. Peter's church is altoge- 
ther fublime. The double colonnade on each 
fide extending in a femi-circular fweep, the 
ftupendous Egyptian obelilk, the two foun-. 
tains^, the portico, and the admirable facade of 
the church> form fuch an affemblage of mag- 
nificent objefts, as cannot fail to imprefe the 
mind with awe and admiration : but the 
church would have produced a ftill greater 
efie^, had it been detached entirely from the 
buildings of the Vatican, It would then 
b^ve been a mafter-piece of architefture, 
complete in all its parts, intire and perfedt : 
whereas, at prefent, it is no more than a beau- 
tiful 
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trful member attached to a vaft undigefted 
knd irregular pile of building. As to the 
architecture of this famous temple, I {hall 
fay nothing ; heither do I pretend to defcribe 
the internal orhaments. The great picture 
of Mofaic work, and that of St. Peter's 
bark tofled by the tempeft, which appear 
over the gate of the church,, though rude in . 
comparifon with modern pieces, are never- 
thelefs great curioiQties, when confideredas 
the work of Giotto, who flpurifhed in the 
beginninrg* of ' the fourteentK century. His 
mafter was'Cimabue, who learned painting 
and ai^chitefture of the Grecian artifts, who 
came from Coriftantinople, and firft revived 
thefe arts in Italy. But, to return to JSt. -Per 
ter's, I was hot at all ple*afed with the famous 
ftatue of the* dead Chrif^'^iii hb mother's lap, 
by Michael Angelo. The* figure of Chrifl: is 
as much eniaciated, as if '1>9, had dbd of a 
corifamption : befides,^ there is fomething in- 
delicate, hot to fay iridecenty in the attitude 
and defign of a marfs^body, ftark naked, 
lying upon the knees of a woman. Here are 
fomegood pidtures, I fliould rather iay^ copies 
of gboci pidlures, done in Mofaic to great peN 

I 3 feftion } 
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fefition I particularly a St. SeJj|(U^ J^y pqmje-^ 
nipliino, ;and Mic|iael tlje Afch^^geJ, jfprp ^ 
paiutipg of Guidp Rheni. I aip e^treflaely 
tbnd of all this aitifl's piepes. There is ^ 
tendemefs and delicacy in hi? jnfmplf i *n<^ 
bis figures are all exquifitely jjeaijtitujj t|apu^^ 
his expreflion is often errpn^oijs, ajicj ]^s ^ti- 
tudes are always afFe6ied aijd uqnaj;ur^l. Iq 
this very piece the archangel has all thj; ^\v of 
a French dancingj-mafter j ^n^ I baye feen f 
Madonna by the fame h^nd, I think it is io 
the Palazzo di Ifarberini, in which, tbqugh 
the figures are /enchanting, the Virgin is re- 
prefented holding up d^e drapery pf the |nr 
fant, with the ridiculous affeft^tion qf f 
finger on the; fta^e of our It^^an oper^. 
The Mc^fau: work, tl^ou^h brpn^bt to a 
wpnderful degree of imp^pyopt^fnt, an^ ^^ 
mirably calculated £or churches, the dan^ 
nefs pf wbicb is p^rniciqus to jbe co^Q^irs pf 
the pallet, I will not yet cprpp^rjp to ^l^f p^ 
du£tions of the pencil. Tb^, ^\^^^ (^. ^ 
paay be allowed t^e exp^efpon) pf - t^e fur- 
face, ^rows, in my opinion, afalfc ligl^i ^?^ 
fome parts of th? piftur^ ^ and whcn^ ypxi^ f^p^ 
proach it, the jo^^s pf tb^ pieces Ippk %e 
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fo many trades oil fainted canvas^ Befidfes, 
this method is extr^Hely tedious and expen- 
five. I went to fee the aitifts at work, in a 
houfe that ilands near the church, where I 
was much pkafed With the ingenuity df the 
procefss and not a little furpriied at the grfeat 
number of different eolotirs and tints, which 
are kept in feparate draws, rtigrked with num- 
bers as far as feveftteen thoufarid. For a fingle 
head done in Mofait, they aikcd me fifty 
2equine$* But to return to the church. The 
altar of St. Peter's choir, n^t^ithftariding all 
the omamertts which have b6eh laviftied upoh 
it, is no more than a h4ap of putrile finery^ 
better adapted to an Indian pagod, than to a 
temfle. built Upofi thl^ principles of the Grcelc 
architei^Wrei. The four coJofTal figures that 
prc^pOF^ the chaif , sffc both clumfy ami dif-t 
proportipBied^ The drapery of ftatucs, whe- 
ther in brafs or ftene, when thrown into 
large mafies^ appesifs hafd aiid unpTeafknt to 
the eye; and for thatfiiiwrfbn the antients al- 
ways iimitated wet linefts which dxhibifing the 
ihape of t^ limb^ tuv^meath^ and hanging 
in a fflidtipUcity of vmt folds, gives an air of 
lightnefs, foftnefe, and duftiHty to the whole. 

I 4 Thefe 
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Thefe two ftatues weigh 1 16257 pounds, 
and as they fuftain nothing but a chair,' are 
out of all proportion, inafmuch as the fiipr 
porters ought to be fuitable to the things fup- 
ported. Here are four giints holding dj) the 
old wooden chair of the apoftle Peter, if 
we may believe the book De Identitate Catbe-^ 
dra Romanise. The implement? of popilh 
fuperftition ; fuch as relicks of pretended 
faints, ill proportioned fpires-and bellfreys, 
and the naufeous repetition of the figure of 
the crofs, which is in itfelf a vei'y mean arid 
difagreeable objeft, only fit for the prifonS of 
condemned criminals, have contributed td 
introduce a vitious tafte into the external ai*- 
ehite6lure, as well- as in the internal orna^ 
ments of our temples. All chu^rches are 
built in the figure of a i^oft, which cfFe6^- 
ally prevents the ieye from taking in the fcope 
of the building, either without fide or with- 
in J confequently ibbs the edifice of its pro- 
'per effeft, The paJaoe of the'Efcurial in 
Spain is laid out in the fliape of a gridiron, 
l)ecavife the convent. was built in'-confequence 
pf a vow to St. Laureiite, whio was broiled 
to death Jikff a barbecued pig. Wf^t pity it 
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is, that the lacbbuts of pamting fliould havt 
been fo much employed on the fhockiilg fubi 
)cSs of the mattyrology. Befides number- 
iefe pictures of the flagellation^ crucifixion, 
and defcent from' the crofs,- we have JuditBi 
^ith the head of Holofernes, Herodias with 
the head of John the Baptift, Jael aflaffinat^ 
ing Sifera in his fleep, Peteir writhing on the 
crbfs,' Stephen battered with ftones, Sebaftian 
ttiick full ^ of -arrows, Laurence frying upoi^ 
ithe coals, Bartholomew fleaed alive, and a 
hundred other ^ piftures equally frightfuT, 
which can only fcrve to ifill the mind wit^ 
gloomy ideas, and encourage a fplrit 6f jfeli- 
gious fenati'cifm, which has always been at- 
tended with mifchievotis confcqUenCes to th6 
community where' it reignedi ' - ' ' 

^ The tribune of the great altar, confiftipg 
of four wreathed brafs pillarsi gilt,' Tup- 
porting a canopy, is doubtlefs Very magnifi- 
coit, if not oVer^charged with fculpture, 
flutmg, fofiage, feftdons, and figures of boyls 
and angels, which; with the hundred arid 
tik^enty-two lamps of filver, continually bitrn- 
- jrtg below, ferve ratherto dazzle the eyes, and 
*fcw^5 the d^otion of the ignorant vulgai^, 
' - thaii 
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jlihsMR -to excite the admiration of a judicious 
ojjlerycr. 

There is jietbing, I believe, in this famous 
ftnji^iwe, fo worthy of ajpglaufe, as the ^* 
mirable fymmetry and prop^tr^ion of its paruu 
jNfotwithftandin^ all the carving, ^Idixig^ bafl? 
relievos, medallions, urns, ^tae^, columns* 
,ai\d pictures with which it abourads, it does 
not, 041 the whole, appear ovcr^crouded with 
ornaments, When you firft enter, your eye 
is .filled io equally and regularly^ that nothing 
appears ftupendous ; and the church feems 
cpnfiderably fmaUer than it re^ly is. The 
A^^^ of children, that fupport the founts of 
holy water when oUerved from the door, 
foetp to be of the nafxiral 6^; but as you 
draw near, yoU' peredve they are gjigantic, 
Jn the fame manner, the figjures of the doves, 
\yith olive branches in their beaks, which are 
^prefented on the wall, ap{»ear to be witlua 
your reach j but as you approach them, they 
>e^«de to a conf^derahle. height, asif th^ had 
ftown upwaidsw? ^.void being taken.. 

I was much dij(appointed at light, of the 
pantheon, which, after alltW. h^s^ ^^^ ^^ 
of it, looks like a huge cockpit, open at top. 

The 
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T^ ^imo yfWii^ Agn{)pa added to tiie 
i)ji;i^4il^> ^ UH^ctiiib^diy wet^ noble, though* 
ia m^ ,9pu)ioQ, it coilcerpoQdff hot ill with^fbe 
^fi^pjicity.of the edifioe. With all ^y venerao 
$iop ^ ijie antaeotiS, I cannot lee in what the 
fi^uty of the rotunda ccdMs. It }s no more 
|]^ ^ p}am unpien^d cylinder, or circular 
^,^\l, vfi^ two 01ets>and a ccx-nice, having a 
v^pl^ed ro<rf or cupola, open in; the cfntre. 
I ffiean the original building, -without confir 
ilenng the yeftibale of Agrippa. Within fide 
i^ h9$ mit<:h the air of a maufoleiim. It was 
fihi? ^ippiearance wlucji, in ail probability, fug- 
gefted the thought to Bonilacc W. to tranfpert 
hither ei^htan^ tiKeuty cartr-loads of dd rot« 
im bppes, dug from, different burying-place^ 
«(nd then dedicate it is a church to the bleflbd 
Yirgin and all the holy martyrs. I am n&t 
§(ne of thofe nirho thinly it is wejl lightied by 
thP hole 4t the top, which is^about nine and 
t)9f nty fe$t in diameter, although (he author 
-C^ the Qrand; Tour call^ it but nine. The 
jpeiH? mtkos feys, there is a dafcent of eleven 
-j^e(>s to got into it ; that it is a hundred tod 
i5^ty?four feet m hcighth, and-as many in 
fcr«ad*bi that it was covered with coppet, 

which. 
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svbicii^ with the Brafs nails df the porttca, 
p0pe Urban Vllf . took away, and converted 
jiitOf ; the ' four wreathed jwUars that fupport 
the canopy of the' high altar in the church 
S>f, St. Peter, &c/ The truth is, before the 
jime of pope Alexander VIL the earth was 
ipiraifed as to cover part of the tempfe, and 
iher^ was a defcent of fome fteps into 
the pprch : -but that pontiff ordered the 
ground to be pared away to the veiy pedeftal 
4pr bafe of the portico, which is now even 
^ith the ftreet, fo that there is no defcedt 
3vhat/bever. The, height is* two hundred 
palmi, and .the breadth two hundred and 
ieight^n ; which,, reckoning the palmi at 
pine inches^ ; wilL bring thel height to one 
Jiundred and fifty, and the breadth to one 
l^undred and fixty-rthree feet fix inches. It 
was opt any covering of copper which pope 
Urbaij VIII. ifemoved, but large brafs beams, 
yf^kh iUpported the roof of -the portico. 
They weighed 186392 pounds 3' aftd affofdied 
jnet^l enottgh.not: only for the pilfars inS^. 
Peter's chorfch; but alfo for feveral pieces of 
iartiUery. ; .What is more extraordinary, the 
|;ilding q£ thdfe. columns is faid to have coft 
' :.. forty 
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forty thoufand golden crowns : fure money : 
was never worfe laid out. Urban VIII. like- 
wife added two bellfrey towers to the rotunda ; 
and J wonder he did not cover the central hol^ 
with gls^fsj^sit muft be very inccmvenienr ajid^ 
.difagreeable to thofe who go tp church below, 
to be e:Kpofed tp the rain in wet weather, 
which muft alio render it very damp and un-: 
wt^olefome. I vifited it fev^ral times, and 
each time it looked more and more glooniy? 
and fepulchral., 

The magnificence of the Romans was not 
fo confpicuous in 'their temples, as in their 
theatres, amphitheatres, circuffes, naumachia, 
aquedufts, triumphal arches, porticoes, bafi- 
licae, but efpecially their thermae, or bathing- 
places. A great number of their temples 
were fmall and inconfiderable j not one of 
them was comparable either for fize or mag- 
nificence, to the modern church of St. Peter 
of the Vatican. The famous temple of Jupi- 
ter Capitolinus was neither half fo long, nor 
half fo broad : it was but two hundred feet in 
length, and one hundred and eighty-five in 
breadth ; whereas the length of St. Peter's 
extends to fix hundred and thirty-eight ieet, 
- and 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 L. e t t B R XXXK- 

an* the bf^dth to abt^vd fiv« hundred'. It' is 
vcpy near tmt6' ai largi as tli6 temple of Jti- 
I«ter Olytttpius' in Greece, which was counted 
Otoe of the feven wonders of the world; But 
liihiU take ahbthltr opportohity to eiplalh'' 
inyfelf furthier bit the antiquities of tWs 
dty J a fubjeft, upon Which" I am difpofefl- 
to be (perfiapg impertinently) eircumftahlijd;' 
"Whfen I begin to rurf riot^ ybu- fliotoH dl^ik^ 
mef liiith die ft-eeddm- Of a friend. THe nlbft 
£ftant hint will be fufficient to; 

Defer Sir, 

Yours 'afiured^. 
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THEX ealoflknitt or attt^plihiieatre* hx]k 
bjr Flavins Velpdffarf, is the moft flU- ' 
pendous-worfc of the kind' which antiquity' 
caiv produce: HTcar oncf^halF of the external' 
circuit ffiir remains-, confifling of four tire of^ 
arcadcsj adorned with coltimns of four or- 
dersi Dorici Ionic, CorinthSan; and^Compbfite. 
T%c heightH and' extent of it may be guefled:* 
fiom the number of fpe6iators it contained,' 
amotinting'tot)nehundredtht)ufandi and yet, 
according taFontanaV menfuration, it could 
not- contaih-abovc thirty-four thoufand per- 
fei» feting; aflbwhtga- foot and ari half fot 
each pcrfon: for the cifctrit of the whole' 
biiil£ng did V not exceed' one tWoiifand five* 
Hund#ed^ and' llxty^ feet. The* amphitheatre' 
at Verona is" one thou(andtw6 hundred and' 
ninety feet in- circumference; atid* that" of' 
• Nifmes, 
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Nifmes, one thoufand and eighty. The Co- 
loffaeum was built by Vefpafian, who employed 
tfiirty ihoufand JewiifK (Taves In the worfc^ ;- 
but finifhed and dedicated by his fon Titus, 
who, oi?'th¥&tft;;day 0i its bfelhg bpeiied^ pro- 
duced fifty thoufand wild beafts, which were 
alli;illcd in the arena* The Romans were 
undoubtedly a barbarous people, who de- 
lighted in horrible /pe^Sades.v They vicw^^ 
wi^h pleafure, the dead bodies, of criminaSs 
di:^ged throu^.theAree|:$, or thrown dowa. 
tke^Scalae Gemoniae and Taj:|jeian rock, ; for ^ 
their contemplation. Thpir, roftra were gene- , 
rally adorned with the, heads of fome. remark- 
able citizens, like Temple^Bar, at Londcsjn- 
They even bore thQ light-, of^ Tully's head 
fixed upon that very roftrvimi where he had 
fo often raviihed their ears with all the cbaf ro$ . 
of eloquence, in pleading thecaufe of inno-^ 
cence and public virtue. They took delight 
in feeing their fellow* creatures torn in pieces 
by wild beafts, in the ampl^itiieatre. They 
fhouted with applaufe when they (aw. a poor; 
4warf or flave killed by his afivgrfary f but 
their tranl^orts were. altogether ej^ray^gajit^ 
when the devpted captives were pbUged to. 

fight' 
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fight in troops, till one fide was entirely 
butchered by the other* Nero produced four 
hundiped fenatorS> and fix hundred of the 
equeftrian order, as gladiators in the public 
arena: even the women fought with wild 
beads, as well as with each other, and 
drenSrti^d the amphitheatres with their blood. 
Tacitus fays, " Sed fceminarum illujirium^ 
fenatorumque jiliorutn plures per arenam fadati 
JurAJ* The execrable cuftom of facrificing 
captives or flaves at the tombs of their mafters 
and great men, which is ftill preferved among 
the negroes of Africa, obtained alfo among 
the antients, Greeks as well as Romans. I 
could never, without horror and indignation, 
read that paflage in the twenty- third book of 
the Iliad, which defcrfbes twelve valiant Tro- 
jan captives facrificed by the inhuman Achilles 
at the tomb of his friend Patroclus. 

T«^ cifAa cQi TCavrag TrSp e<r^iu* 

It is not at all clear to me, that a people is 
the more brave, the more they are accuftomed 
to bloodshed in their public entertainments. 
True bravery is not favage but humane. 
Vol. IL K Some 
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Some of this faogumary fpirit is iirfieiiltpd by 
tlgie inhabitants of a certain iilau4 thftt (haU* 
he paroelefs! — but, umm for that. You will 
naturally fuppofe that the Colifpo w?§ mined 
by the barbarians who facked the city of 
Rome; in efFfft, they robbed it of its orn^r 
ments and valuable materials 5 but it was re- 
l^rved for the Goths ^nd Vandals of inod$rn 
Rome to difnaantk the edifice, and reduce it 
to its pre&nt ruinous condition.. QHF part of 
it was demolifhed by pcpe^Paul 11. Ih« he 
might employ the ftones of it ip bwiding th« 
palace of St, Mark. |t was afterwards dila- 
pidated fear the fame porpofes by the cardi- 
pals Riarius and Farnefe, which laft 9S^9^m^ 
the tiara under the name of Paul III. Nei-j 
withftaading thefe injuries; there isi WiQUgh 
ftanding to convey a very fublime idei^ of anr 
tient magnificeoee. 

The Circi and Naumachia, if confidered 
as buildings and artificial bafins, are admi- 
rable 5 but if examined as areae intended for 
horfe and chariot-races^ and artificial f(^a^ fq{ 
exhibiting n^val engagements, th^fijeoji tg 
prove that' the aufcient Romans ^^l^ere but inr? 
differently fl?.illed ^ exerqifed eitfe^r iij hqfi(<> 
2 , Ci^<hip 
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ttianihip or naval artnamtots. The indo^ 
fare of the emperdr Caracalla^s circus is ftill 
ftanding, and icarce aflfords breathing xoom 
for an Englifll hunter^ The Circus Maximus, 
by far tiifc largcft in Rome, was not fo long as 
the Malls and I will venture to affinh^ that 
St. James's Park would make a much more 
ample and convenient fceile for thofe diver- 
iions. I imagine an old Roman would be very 
much furprifed to fee an Englifli race oh the 
coiirfe at New-Market. The Circus MaKimus 
was but three hundrdi yards in breadth* A 
good ^art of this was taken up by the fpina, 
er middle fpace, adorned with temples, fta- 
tueii and two great obelifks 5 as Well as by the. 
eurlptfs, or canal, made by order of Julitis 
Caefar, to domain crocodiles, and other aqua-^ 
tic animals, which were killed occafionaHy. 
This was fo large, that Heliogabalcts, Having< 
filled it with excelknt wine, exhibited naval 
efigagemtntfi in it, for the amufenient of the 
people* It forroundid three fides of the 
f^are^ fer that the whole extent of the raee. 
did not' nnich exceed an Englifh^ mile ^ a!nd 
when Pfdbue was at the Mpime of Mtt^ i^e. 
pkim 6f if with fir-trees, to form a wcwod for 
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the chace of wild bcafts, I queftioa much if 
this foreft was more extenfive than the plan- 
tation in St. James's Park, on the fouth^fidc 
of the canal : now I leave you to judge what 
ridicule a king of England would incur by 
converting this part of the park into a chace 
for any fpecies of animals which are counted 
game in our country. 

The Roman emperors feemed more dif- 
pofed to elevate and furprizc, than to con- 
duft the public diverfions according to the 
rules of reafon and propriety. One would 
imagine, it was with this view they inftituted 
thdr Naumachia, or naval engagements, per- 
formed by half a dozen fmall gallies of a 
fide in an artifiqial bafin of frefti water. 
Thcfe gallies, I fuppofe, were not fo large as 
common fifhing fmacks, for they were moved 
by two, three, and four oars of a fide, ac- 
cording to their different rates, biremes, tri- 
remes, and quadriremes, I know this is a 
knotty point not yet determined; and that 
fomc antiquarians believe the Roman gdlies. 
had different tires of decks of oars 5 but this 
is a notion very ill fupported, and quite con- 
trary to all the figures of them that are pf e- 
^ . ferved 
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ferved on ancient coins and medals. SuetOf 
nius in the reign of Domitian, fpeaking of 
thefe liaumachia, fays, " Edidit navales 
^fi/gnasy pene jujiarum clajpum^ ^ff<lffoy et cir- 
cumduSlo juxta Tyberim LacUy atque inter maxi* 
mas imbres profpeStavitJ' This artificial lake 
was not larger than the piece of water in 
Hyde-Park; and yet the hiftorian fays, it 
was almoft large enough for real or intire 
fleets. How would it found in the ears of a 
Britifti failor, an advertifement that a mock 
engagement between two fquadrons of men 
of war would be exhibited on fuch a day in 
the Serpentine river ? or that the fhips of the 
line taken from the enemy would be carried 
in proceffion from Hydc-Park-Corner to 
Tower- wharf ? Certain it is, LucuUus, in 
one of his triumphs, had one hundred and ten 
fhips of war (naves longasj carried through 
the ftreets of Rome. Nothing can give a 
more contemptible idea of their naval power, 
than this t^ftimony of their hiftorians, who 
declare, that, their feamen, or mariners, were 
formed by exercifing fmall row-boats in an 
inclofcd pool of frefh water. Had they not 
the fea within a few miles of them, and the 
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riv?r Tyber running through th^ir qapital \ 
«Men, this would hav^ been much t^o^t proper 
for 9xercifing their watermen,, than ^ pond qf 
ftiU water, not much larger than a cold*- bath. 
I do helievf in my cofifcience, that half a (Jpze^ 
Engmh frigates wx)uld have been able to de^ 
|ieat both the contcndiipg fleets at the|?pipii^ 
battle of AftiilHi> which has been fa much 
Celebrated in, th^ annals pf antiquity^ as ai^ 
tvent that decided the fate of empire. 

It would Qmploy me a whpk n^opth to de^ 
feribe the therms, or bpl^s, the vaft Fui^s of 
which are ftill to be ften withip the walls of 
Rom^, like the ren^^ins of fo many feparat]o 
citadels. The therBftae Dioclefians might he 
termed an augy^ ac^^en^y for the ufe ^nd iu^ 
ftru6lioa of the Roman people. The pinaco.- 
tiheca of this bwiJdAPg was a coipplete mui- 
i^uxu of all the curiofitjes of art and na* 
tore J and there were public fcl^ols for all 
the foiences. If I may judge by my eyc^^ 
however, the thermae Antonianae b?i#t by- 
Carac^lla^ were ftiU. ipore exteni^ve and mag- 
aifioent; they coni^ained cells ^fiici^t foP 
two thouf^nd three_ bunded perfc^is to bath^^ 
ati onei UUfe^mth^i^ bcftng fce;i b^ qp% ano- 
ther. 
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ffcet.' They were adorned with all the charms 
of pjgtfetling^ architecture, and fculptWe. The 
^pes for conveying the water were of fdvcr. 
M^itf of the lavacra were of pi^ecioiis' ftiar- 
blei ilteminated by latnps of chryftal. A- 
ttioii^ ^c flatues, w^re found the famous 
Toroy arid ffercok Famdfe. 

Batthing was certainly necdflai^' to health 
and! cfeanlinefs in a hot country like Italy, 
. i^cMPf before the ufe of YvAcn was kn6\*n : 
fe«t thdit puipofes woulii have been much 
b^cfr aiifwefed by {^lunging into th^Tyber, 
Ifcatt by uftng the wafn> bath ihHhe therm*, 
whichr becJaiiie altogether a point of luxut/ 
bdi*rowed^ frorft* tW effeminate M^ics, and' 
fended ti^ debilltdte^ the fibres alife^y too' 
itmeh relaxed by thfe heat of thd ch'mate. 
True it is, they had bath^ of cool Water for 
the IhtirAer : but in geneml they ufed- it milk- 
vrattDi atid often pei-fumed: thdy like wife 
indiilgi^' ihr va^oiir-baths, iti order to enjoy 
a pleafirig relaxation, which ^ they likcwife 
improved* with odoriferous ointtbents. The 
therni» confifted of a great variety cf parts 
ahd corivenieiices ; the natationesj or fwim- 
roirig places ; the portici, where people a- 
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mufed tlwmfelvcs in walking, converfing, and 
difputing together, as Cicero fays, In portici^ 
bus deambukntes difputabant i the bafilica^^ 
where the bathers affembled, before they en- 
tered, and after they came out of the bath i 
the atria, or ample courts, adorned with noble 
colonnades of Numidian marble and orien- 
tial granite ; the ephibia, where the young 
men inured themfelves to wreftling and o-* 
ther exercifes ;, the frigidaria, or places kept 
<:ool by a cpnftant draught of air, prpmotal 
by the difpofition and number of the win- 
dows ; the calidaria, where the water was 
warmed for the baths j the platanones, ; or 
delightful groves of fycamore ; the ftadia, 
for the performances of the athl^tse* the 
exedrae, or refting-pjaces, provided with feats 
fo^ thofe that were weary ; the paleftrae, where' 
every one chofe that exercife which pleafed 
bimbeftj the gymnafia, where poets, ora- 
tors, and phijofophers recited their works,' 
and harangued for diverfion \ the eleotefia, 
where th?, fragrant oils and ointnjents were 
kept for the ufe of the bathers; and the 
copifteria, where the wreftlers were fmeared 
with fand before they engaged. Of the 
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thermae in Rome fome were mercenaiy, and 
fome opened gratis. Marcus Agrippa, when 
Jie was edile, opened one hundred and feventy 
private baths, for the ufe of the people. In 
the public baths where money was taken, 
each perfon paid a quadrans, about the value 
of our halfpenny, as Juvenal obferves, 

** Cadere Sylvano porcum^ quadrants lavari.** 

But iaftcr the hour of bathing was paft, it 
fbmetimes cofl: a great deal more, according to 
Martial, 

** Balnea poft decimam^ lajfo centumque petuntur 
<« ^uadrantes '' 

Though there was no diftindlion in the 
places between fhe firft patrician and the 
loweft plebeian, yet the nobility ufed their 
own filver and gold plate, for wafhing, eating, 
and drinking in the bath, together with towels 
of the fineft linen. They likcwife made ufe 
of the inftrument called ftrigil, which was 
a kind of flefli-brufhj a cuftom to which 
Perfitts alludes in this line, 

;'!* Ipuery ct ftri^iles Crifpini ad halnea defer. ^^ 
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The common people cbrrtentedtheirifelyes with 
^onges- The bathing time Was ff offt ndori tifl 
the evening, when the Romans afc thtk prih^ 
cq)al meal. Notice Was given by a beR, or 
fome fuch inftrument, when the ba*hs Wtfre 
opened, as we learn from Jiivenal, 



*' Redde Pilam, fonat jEs tbermarum^ ludere pergis ? 
. ** Virgine vh fah ItHus aUre dtmutm^ 



. ^ 



There were feparate placeSffior'thfi two fejtes; 
and indeed there were bathi opened fot 
the life of women only, at the expencer of 
Agrippina, the mother of Nero, and fome 
other matrons of the firft quality. The ufe 
of bathing was become fo habitual to the 
conftitutions of the Romans-, that GafeH, in 
bis book De Sanitate tnenday mentions a cef- 
tein philbfopher, who if Ke intermitted birf 
one day in his bathing, was certainly attaeketf 
with a fever. In ordfer to prefetve decortim^ 
ki^ the baths, a ffet^ of laws and regufettioriS' 
were puWifhcd> ahd* the thermae Were' pilt^ 
lender the infpe6tton of a cenfor, whb War 
generally one of the fii^ fenafors in- Rbme. 
Agrippa left his gardens and baths, which 
ftood near the pantheon, to the Roman peo- 
ple: 
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gje ? among,' tbft ife*u<?& tha|t %4pr9ied them 
w^ th«t oC a y«9u«H nak«d, 5?s gpMpjg into ib« 
b§|h> fe eteg9r«iy: l$fi»fid. l^ th* hand of 
Irjlfif^Mje^ t]a^ XifefiliuS,.. tewig. ftruck with 
iHe i>^uty pl'it, irf4««4 k tQ be tramiienesi 
t(i^<i> his 0|Y?8( pp^te X birt: tjfte pippujacc raifed 
^t<^ %cl^«f]i9iuf agwjft biw, tb«t |»e was fain 
^ hftVQ i| ^ecortv^yed to its fprmer place. 
Thisfo W)l>te ba^Jbk? wer* reftored by Adriau> 
^' we r«9d w Spartiao a but at. pr^fent no 

. Witjb r^pei^ tchthae pr^ent.ftate <rf tbfold 
%q.»j/?di^?, I oan give yo« yery little fetisfee- 
lion. I o^y faw ths »i^a> q£ that which 
conveyed the. aqMiai CUudia^ aeac the Porta 
Mag|^of£, an^ th« Fiazzsa of the Lateran. 
Vq»> know 0»efier were foiwteqn of thofe ani- 
tient aquedufts, fome of wifttch hi'ought wan- 
tfif toRprjae-fconrthe diftaiiee of forty mites. 
The channels of them were larg^ enou^* to 
admit;a,n)Sp arn^ed on hprfeback.}. and there- 
fosG whAflt R(Hne wa^ b^ged by the- Goths^ 
who> had cut c^ the water, Belifarius forti- 
6£d them widli works^ to pcevent the enemy 
from entering, the city by tbofe tonveyftnccs. 
Alter: that.p^rAod, I.fwppofe.tjhe anticnt.aqw 
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du€is continued dry, and were fufFered to 
run to ruins. Without all doubt, the Ro- 
mans were greatly obliged to thofe benefac- 
tors, who raifed fiich ftupendous works for 
the benefit, as well as the embellilhment of 
their city : but it might have been fupplied 
with the fame water through pipes at one 
hundredth part of the expence ; and in that 
cafe the enemy would not have found it fUcii 
an edfy matter to cut it off. Thofe popes who 
have provided the modern city fo plentifully 
with excellent water, are much to be com- 
mended for the care and expence they have 
beftowed in reftoring the ftreams. called acqua 
Virgine, acqua Felici, and acqua Paolina, 
which affords fuch abundance of water as 
would plentifully fupply a much larger city 
than modern Rome. 

It is no wonder that M. Agrippa, the fon- 
in-law, friend, and favourite of Auguftus,' 
fhould at the fame time have been the idol 
of the people, ^ confidering how furprifingly 
he exerted himfelf for the emolument, con- 
venience, and pleafure of his fellow- citizens. 
It was he who firft conduced this aqua Vir- 
gine to Rome : he formed feven hundred re- 
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fcrvoirs in this city ; erefted one hundred 3ttd 
five fountains 5 one hundred and thirty 
cqftella^ or conduits, which works he adorned 
with three hundred ftatues, and four hundred 
pillars of marhle, in the fpace of one y6ar. 
He alfo brought, into Rome, the aqua Julia,' 
and reftorcd the aqiiedudt of the aqua M ar- 
zia, which had fallen to decay. I have al-^ 
ready obferved the great number of baths 
which he opened for the people, and the 
magnificent thermae, with Ipacious gardens; 
which he bequeathed to them as a legacy. 
But thcfe benefadions, great and munificent 
as they feem to be, were not the moft im- 
portant fervices he performed for the city of 
Rome. The common-fewers were firft made 
by order of Tarquinius Prifcus, not fo much 
with a view to cleanlinefs, as by way of fub- 
terranean drains to the Vilabrum, which was 
marfliy,' and in order to carry off^ the ftag- 
nant water, which remained in the lower 
parts, after heavy rains. The different branches 
of thefe channels united at the Forum, from 
whence by the Cloaca : Maxima, their con- 
tents wete conveyed into the Tyber. This 
great cloaca was the work of Tarquinius' 
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Buperbiis. Othdr fewer s wont aJdcd hf 
Marcus Cato, and Valerius Flaccus, the ctn-^ 
fors. All thefe drains having been choaked 
«p and ruinoiis, were cleai«i and reftored by 
Marcus Agrippa, who iikewife undermined 
the whole city with cJmals of the fame kind) 
for carrying off the filth i he fbrengthetied 
and enlarged the cloaca jriajcinia^ & as to 
ipake it capable of irecei\lJn^;,a large carC 
Ipaded with hay ; and diife6lcd feven Atcams 
of water into thefe fobterraneaii pafTagcs, i» 
order to keep them always clean and open/ 
If, notwrthftanding all thefe convenience^^ 
Vefpafian was put to great exprnce in re- 
moving the ordiire from the public ftreets^ we 
have certainly a right to condude that the 
aiitient Rwsians were not more, cleanly than 
the modern Italians^ 

After the maiift>ka of Auguflius and Adri- 
an, which I have already mentioned, the moft 
remarkable anticnfc fepulcbres at Rome, are 
thofe of Caius Ceftius, and Cecilia Metetla. 
The firft, which ftatKls by the Pcfrta dl S. 
Paolo, is a beautiful pyramid, one handred 
a#id twentjf' feet high, ftiU preficrvod iftRrt, 
I^viiig a vaulted diamberwitfaan^flde^ adorned 
. with 
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y/'aii ibm« aocbnt painting, which is now 
aJmoft effaced. The building is of brick, but 
c%ffd with inarbk. This Caius Ccftius hid 
h^m cojiful, was very rich, and a^Stcd as one 
of the feven Epuknesy who fuperintcnded the 
i§9^ of the. gods, calkd Leffijiernia^ and 
Pervigilia. He bequeathed his whole for- 
tttfie to his friend M. Agrippa, who was (b 
gonerous us to^give it up to tfaq relations of 
^teftator. The monument of Cecilia Me- 
tella, comroonly qsSkti Capo di Bovcy is with- 
out the walls on the Vi? Appia. This lady 
was daughter of Metellus C^oticus, and wife 
to Craffus, who ere<9:ed this noble monument 
to her memory. It confifted of two orders, 
or (lories, the firft of which was a fquare of 
hewn ftoB? i th* fecond was a circular tower, 
^?»Ying a ?Qmice> adorned with ox heads in 
^aifo rflievOi a f ircumftance from which it 
%%ke^ thenanae ^ Capo di Bove. The ox was 
fijppofed t^^e ft raoft grateful faerifice to th« 
gods. Pliny, fpeakiag of bulU and oxen, faysi 

** Hinc viSima optima et lat(4.ati0fna deorumplacatio.** 

Tbi? tQwer w^a f^jruxQwitfid by a noble cu- 
ppl» or 4Qipe,, ^wi«hcd wikh all the oma-r 
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ments of architefture. The door of the 
building was of brafs ; and within-fide the 
afhes of Cecilia were depofited in a fluted 
marble urn, of cunous workmanfbip, which 
is ftill kept in the Palazzo Famefe. At pre- 
fent the furface of the ground is raifed fa 
much as to cover the firft order of the 
edifice : what we fee is no ixK>re than . the 
round tower, without the dome and its or- 
naments ', and the following infcription ftill 
remains near the top, facing the Via Appia. 

CiECILIiE 
Q^^CRETICI F,. 
METELLiE 
CRASSL 

/ Now we are talking of fepulchral infcrip- 
tions, I fhall conclude this letter with the 
copy of a very Angular will, made by FavcMiius 
Jocundus, who died in Portugal, by which 
will the precife fituation of the famous tem- 
ple of Sylvanus is afcertained. 

" Jocundi. 
Ego gallus Favonius Jocundus P* Favoni F. qui 
be Ho contra Viriatum Succubui^ Jocundum ei 
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Pfuimtem filioSy e fne et ^inita FdbiTi ciinjuge 
me a ortos^ et Bonorum Jocundi Patris met\ ^ et 
eorum^ quce mihi ipji acquifivi baredes relinquo ; 
bac tamen conditioner ut ah ^urbe Romana buc v^- 
niant^ et ofa hie mea^ intra quinquennium ex-^ 
portent ^et via Latina condant infepulcbrOy jujfu 
meo conditOy et mea voluntatei in quo velim 
neminem mecum^ neque fervum^ neque libertuWi 
inferii et velim ojfa quorumcunque fepulchro 
Jlatim ' m^ ^uantur^ et jur^a Romanorum fer-- 
ventury in fepulchris ritu majorum retinendis^ 
juo&ta voluhtatem teftatoris ; et ft /ecus fecerinti 
niji legittima oriantur caufa^ velim ea omnia j 
qua flijs meis relinquOy pro reparando femplo 
dii Sylvaniy quod fub Viminali monte eft, at-- 
iribui 5 manefque mei a pont. max ; a Jlamini^ 
ius didtibuSy qui in cdpitolio funty opem implorenty 
ad liberorum meorum impietatem ulcifcendamy 
teneanturque facerdotes dei Sihaniy' me in urhem 
referrey et fepulchro me meo condere. Volo quo^ 
'que vernas qui domi mea funty omnes a pratore 
urbano libero$y cum matribus dimitfiy fngulijque 
libram argents puriy et vejiem unam dari. Iri 
liufitama in dgro VIIL Cal ^intilisy bell(h 
Viriatim.'* 

Vol. IL L My 
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My p^per icarce affords ropm to afllire you 
^aj I am cvtr. 

Dear Sir, 

Your faithful, &c. 



LETTER XXXin. 

Dear Sir, 

you muft not imagine I faw one half 
of the valuabk piftures a^d ftatucs of 
Rome ; there is fuch a vail numhec of both 
in this capital, that I might have fpent 9 
whole year in taking even a tranfieqt view oi 
them 5 and, after all, fome of them woiU4 
have been qverlooked* The moft celphrate4 
pieces, however, I have feen i and therefore 
my cariolity is f;»tisfied. Perhaps, if I had 
the nice difcemment and delicate fenfibitity of 
a true connoifleur, thi^ fuperfic^al gUtnpf^ 
would have ferved only to whet my appetite^ 
and to detain me the whole winter at Rome. 
2 In 
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In my prcgreft through tbt Vatican, I wa« 
much pka(ed with the School of Athens, hj 
Raphael, a piece which hath fufFercd from 
the (kfippneis of the air. The four boys at« 
tend^ag to the demoAilration of a mather 
mafeiciaiv are admirably vacrkd in the ex-^ 
prefi^Dr Mr< Webb's criticifm on this artift 
is ^rtainly juft. He was, perhaps, the beft 
ethic painter that ev^ the world produced. 
No maa ever exprel&d the fentiments {o hap- 
pily,, in visage, attitwUf, and geilure : but h« 
feems to have had too much phlegm to ftrikd 
off the g^rand pafTion^, or reach the fublimef 
parts of paintis^« He has^ the ferenity of 
Virgil, but wants the^e of Homer. There 
is' nothing in his Parna^as; which ftcuck me, 
but the^ kfdicrous J»pr$priety of Apollo's 
playing uppa a fiddle, for the entertainment 
of the ninep omfes* 

The Laft Judgment, by Buanoroti, in the 
cha^l, ^f 3i?ft4B IV. produced to my eye th^ 
f^ilpie fort-f>f' confufion that perplexes my ear 
^ 9 £i;and concert^ confiding of a great va* 
rkty of in^uments : or rather^ when anum- 
\}^X df people are talking^ all at once^ I wa^; 
pleaded wi^ the flrengthe of exprefilon ex« 
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hibited in fingle figures, and fepairatc grotlpes: 
but the whole together is a mere mob, with- 
out fiibordination, ^keeping, or fepbfe, A 
painter ought to avoid all fubjefls Aat re- 
quire a multiplicity of groupes' and figure*; 
becailfe it is not in the power of that art td 
tmite a great number in one point of view, 
fo as to maintain that dependence which they 
ought to have upon one another. Michael 
Angelo, with all his fkill in anatomy, his 
torretftnefe of defign, his grand compbfition, 
his fire and force of expreflion, feems to 
have had very little idea of grace. One 
would imagine he had chofen his kih^, he- 
foes, cardinals, and prelates, from among the 
facchini of Rome; that he really dtew his 
Jefus ^n the Crofs, from the agonies df fome 
vulgar aflaflin expii^ing -on the ^heel ; and 
that the originals of his Bambini^ with their* 
mothers, were literally f6und in a (lable. In 
the Sala Regia, from vvHence the Siftian dia- 
pel is detached, we fee among other exploits 
of catholic heroes, a reprdcntation of the 
maffacre of the proteftants in Paris, iThoiiloufe, 
and other parti of France, on the eve of St* 
Bartholomew, thus 'dcfcribed in the Defcri^ 
— ^ - *^ zione 
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wW di Roma, " Nella prima pitmra^ ef-* 
prime Gcorgio Vafari riftoria del Coli|m,- 
grand 'amiraglio di Francia, che come capo 
de ribelli e degl 'Ugondtti, fu uccifo j e nel 
'altria vicina, la ftrage fatta in Parigi, e ntl 
regno, de rebcUi, e d<^l 'Ugonotti." "la 
the firft pifture, Gecarge Valari reprefents the 
hiftory of Cbligni, high admiral of France, 
who ;was (lain as head of the rebels and hue-- 
gonots; and in another near it, the ilaughter 
that was made of the rebels and huegonots in 
Paris and other parts of the kingdom." Thus 
the court of Rome hath employed their 
ardfts to celebrate and perpetuate, as a meri-' 
torious a^on, the mofl perfidious^ cruel, 
and infamous maflacre^ that ever di^raced* 
the annals of any naticm. 

I neied not mention the two equeftrian 
ftatues of Conftantine the Great, and Char* 
lemagne, which ftand at oppofite emls of the 
great portico of St. Peter's church j becaufc: 
there is nothing in them which particularly 
engaged my attention. The fleeping Cleojm- » 
tra, as you enter the cotirt of the Belvidere, 
in the Vatican, is much admired ; but I was 
better pleafed with the Apollo, whichi take- 
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V to be the moft beautifol ftatue that ever was 
forlned. The Nile, which lies in the open, 
court, furmounted with the little children, ha$ 
infinite merit -, but is much damaged^ and 
altogctlwr neglcfted. Whether it is. the iacm 
defcribed in Pliny, ?$ having, btai jdac^ 
by Vefpafian in the Temple of Peace, 1 do 
not know* The fixtecn children playing 

' about it, denoted the fwelling of the Nile, 
which never rofe above fixteen cubits. As 
for the famous groupe of Laocoon, it ftir-* 
pafled my expeftation^ It was not witln^ut 
reafon, that Buonaroti called it a portentous 
work, and Pliny has done it no more than 
juftice in faying it is the moft excellent pie<^ that 
over wiw cut in marble j^ and yet the famous 
Fulvius Urfini is of opinion^ that this is not 
Ae fame; ftatue which Pliny defcribed^ His 
reafbns mentioned by Montfaucon, are thefe. 
The ftatues defcribed by Pliny were of one 
ftoiie} but thefe are not. Antonioli, the an- 
tl$}uary, has in his poflefiion, pieces of Lao- 
coon's foakes, which were found in the 
ground, where the baths of Titus aflually 
ftood,' agreeably to Pliny, who ikys, thefe ft^ 
toes were placed in the buildings of Titus. 

Be 
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Be thai: as it may, the work which we now 
fee does honour to antiquity. As you hdve 
feen innumerable copies and cafts of it, in 
marble, plaiftei^, cbpper, lead, drawings, and 
prints, and read the defcripticMi of it iii 
kcyflar, and twenty other books of travels, 
I fliali fay nothing more on the fubjeft j but 
that neither they, hoi* I, nor any other perfon, 
could fay too much in its praife. It is not 
of one piece indeed. In that particular Pliny 
hirafelf might be miftaken. ** Opus omnibus 
** et pi Slur ay et ftatuaria art is prapanendum. 
*• Ex uno lapide eum etLiberoS draconumque mira^ 
^ * biles nexus de concilii fententin fecere futntni dr-- 
'* tificesr Buonaroti difcovered the joinings^ 
though they were fo artfully conceakd as to 
be invifible. This amazing groupe is the 
work 6f three Rhodian fculptorsi called 
Agefander, Polydore, and Athenodortis, and 
was found in the thermae of Titus Vef* 
pafian, flill fuppoling it td be the true an* 
tique. As for Hdttorfo^, or mutilated thitlk ' 
of a ftatue, \yhich is called the &:hool of 
Michael Angelo, I had not time to coniider 
it attentively ; nor tafte enough to pei*eeive * 
its beauties at firft fight. The famous horifes 
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cm Monte Cavallo, before the pope's palace, 
which are faid to have been made, in emula- 
tion by Phidia§ and Praxiteles, I have feen, 
^nd like wife thofe in the front of the Capitol, 
with the ftatues of Caftor and Ptdlux j but 
what jde^fed me infinitely more than all of 
them together, is the equeftrian ftatue .of Co- 
rinthian brafs, (landing in the middle of this 
Piaz2» (I mean at the Capitol) faid to repre-^ 
fent tjie emperor Marcus Aurelius. Others 
fvjppofe it was intended for Lucius Verusj a 
third fet of antiquaries contend far Lucius 
Septimius Severua ; and a fourth, for Con- 
ftantine, becaufe it flood in the Piazza of the 
I^ateran palace, built by that emperor, from 
whence pope Paul IIL caufed it to be re- 
radyed to the Capitol. I confidered the tro- 
pby of Marius as a very curious piece of 
ftulptqre, and admired the two fphinxes at 
the bottom of the flairs leading to this Piazza, 
as;tji^. only good rcprefentation of life Ihad 
^yer feen from Egypt : for the two idols of 
that cpuntry^ which fland in the ground- 
fl90r of the Mufaeum of the Capitol, and in- 
deed all the Egyptian flatues in the Camera 
i^gyptiaca of this very^ building, are fuch 
: ; . T monflrous 
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iwppftruous mifreprefentatians of thzg 

they never could have obtained a place among 
the ftatues of Rome, except as curiofities ^f 
^rdgnfuperftitioni or on account of the ma* 
terials, as they are generally of bafaltes, pori- 
phyry, or oriental granite. , 

At the further end of the court of this 
Mufajum, fronting the entrance^ is a hand-* 
Ibme fountain, with the ftatue of a river-god 
reclining on his urn j this is no other than 
the famous Marforio, fo called from its 
having been found in Martis Foro. It is 
remarkable only as being the conveyance of 
the anfwers to the fatires which are found 
pafted upon Pafquin^ another nmtilated fta« 
tue, (landing at the corner of a ftrect. 

The marble coffin fuppofed to have con^ 
tained the afties of Alexander Scverus, which 
we find in one of thofe apartments, is a cu* 
rious antique, valuable for its fculpture in 
bafTo relievo, efpecially for the figures on the, 
cover, reprefenting that emperor and his mo- 
ther Julia Mammea. 

I was forry I had not time to confider the 
antient plan of Rome^ difpofed in fix claiies^^ 
CD the ftair-cafe of this Muiseum^ which was, 
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brought hither from a terapk that ftood in 
the Forum Boarium, now called Campo 
Vaccino. 

- It would be ridiculous ih me to enter into 
a detail of the vaft colleftion of marbles, 
baflb relievos, infcriptions, urns, bufts, and 
ftatues, which are placed in the upper apart- 
nients of this edifice. I faw them but once, 
and then 1 was ftruck with the following 
|)irticulars. A bacchanalian drunk ; a Jupiter 
arid Leda, at Icaft equal to that in the gal- 
lery at Florence ; an bid prafica^ or hired 
mbtirncr, very much refemblihg thofe wrink- 
led hags ftill employed in Ireland, and in 
the Highlands of Scotland, to fing the coro- 
nach at funerals, in praife of the deceafed; 
the famous Antinous, an elegant figure, 
which Foufin ftudied as the canon or rule of 
fymmetry 5 the two fauns ; and above all the 
mrmillone^ or dying gladiator ; the attitude 
of the body, the expreflion of the counte- 
nance, the elegance of the limbs, and the 
fwelling of the mufcles, in this ftatue, are 
univerfally admired; but the execution of 
the batk is incredibly delicate. The courfc 
of the mufcles callfcd longijjimi dorfi^ are fo 
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notamlty irtaf ke(i and fcnderly executed, . that 
the marble aftuaUy emulates the foftnefs of 
flcfh ; attd you may count all Ihe fpines of the 
vertebrae, raifing up the (kin as in the living 
body 5 yet this fiatue, with all its iherit, feems 
inferior to the celebrated dying gladiator of 
Cteiilas, asdefcribed by Pliny, who fays the ex- 
prcfflion of it was futh, as appears altogether in- 
credible. In the court on the oppofite fide of the 
Giapitol, there is an admirable ftatue of a lion 
devouring an horfe, which was found by the 
gate of OlHa, hear, the pyramid of Caius 
Ceftius ; and here on the left hand, under a 
colonade, is what they call the Columna 
Roftrata, erefted in honour of Caius Diiilius, 
who lirft triumphed over the Carthaginians 
by fea. But this is a modem pillar, with 
the old infcription, which is fo defaced as not 
to be legible. Among the piftures in the 
galla-y and faloon above, what pleafed me 
ihoft' was the Bacchus and Ariadne of Guido 
Rheni ; and the wolf fuckling Romulus and 
Remus, by Rubens. The court of the Pa- 
lazzo Farnefe is furrounded with antique 
ftatues, among which the moft celebrated 
dtt, the Flor^ with a moft delicate drapery; 
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^e gladiator, with a dead boy over hb 
flioulder J the Hercules, with the fpoils of 
the Nemean liwij. but that which the -con- 
noiifeurs juftly efteem above all the reft is 
the Hercules,, by Glycon, which you knpw as 
well as I do, by the great reputation it has 
acquired. This admirable ftatue having beea 
found without the legs, thefe were fupplied 
by Gulielmo de la Porta fo happily, that 
when afterwards the original limbs were dif- 
covered, Michael Angelo preferred the mo-t 
dern ones, both in grace and proportion ; and 
they have been retained accordingly. In a 
little houfe, or Ihed, behind the court, is. 
preferved the wonderful groupe of Dirce, 
<?ommonly called the Toro Fariiefe, which 
was brought hither from the thermae Cara* 
calte. There is fuch fpirit, ferocity, and 
indignant refiftance exprefied in the bull, to 
whofe horns Dirce is tied by the hair, that I 
have never feen any thing like it, either upon 
canvafs, or in ftone. The ftatues <rf the two 
brothers endeavouring to throw him into the 
fca are beautiful figures, finely contrafted j 
and the rope, which one of them holds in a 
fort of loofe coil, is fo furpringly chizzcUed, . 

that 
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that one can hardly believe it is of {Iotic* 
As for Dircc herfelf, flie feems to be but a 
fulwiltem charafler ; but there is a dog upon 
his hind kgs barking at the btilU which is 
touch admired. This amazing groupe was 
cut out of one ftone, by Appollonius and 
Taurifcus, two fculptors of Rhodes ; and is 
mentioned by Pliny in the thirty-fixth book 
of his I>ratural Hiftory. All the precious 
monuments of art, which have come down to 
us from antiquity, are the produflions of 
Greek artifts. The Romans had tafte enough 
to adipire the arts of Greece, as jplainly ap-- 
jpears by the great colleftions they made of 
their ftatues and piftures, as well as by 
adopting their architefture and mufick: but 
I do not remember to have read of any Ro- 
man who made a great figure either as a 
jiaititer or a ftatuary. It is not enough tor 
fay thofe prdfeffions were not honourable in 
Rome, becaufe painting, fculpture, and mu- 
fick, even rhetoric, phyfic, and philofophy, 
were praftifed and taught by flaves. The arts 
Were always honoured and revered at Rome,^ 
even when the. prdfeflbrs of them happened' 
to be flaves by the accidents and iniquity of 

fortune. 
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fortune., Tke bufinefs cBf painting and -fta^ 
juary was fa profitable^ ^at; in a.fr^ pc- 
jpublic, like tbat of Rome^ they n^ft b4v( 
been greedily embraced by a( great iwltobpr 
pf individuals; but^t in all probability, th« 
Rom^ foil produced no; extraordinary ge-» 
.|iips for thofe ^rts. Like tl^e Englilh of this 
day, Aey made a figure \n poetry, hiiliory^ 
aoid: ethics ^ but the excellence of paiiitirigi 
fculpture, arcbitefture, aadtmufic, they neve? 
CQuld.attain. In the Palazzt^ Picchi^i^ I faw 
three beautiful figures^ the cflebrated ftatuea 
of Meleager^ the boar, and dog; together 
with a wolf, of excellent wQrJ^^nlhip. The 
celebrated ftatue of Moj^Sj by Michael Angelo, 
i^ the church pf St. Peter • in Viucula, I be- 
held with pl^iure ; as well as ^at of Chrifl:^ 
by the &tne band in the church of S. Ma- 
yia fopra Minerva. The right foot, covered 
with bronze ^It, is much kified by the de- 
votees. I fuppofe it is looked upon as a 
fpecific for the tootli^ache j for, I faw a cava- 
lier, in jears^ and an old woman fuccefllvely 
rub their gums upon it, with the appearan^a. 
qi the mpft painful perfeverance. 
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Y(m nfecd not doubt but that I went to 
the church of St^ Peter in Montorio, to vievir 
the. celebrated tranafiguratioh^ by Raphael 
which, if it was mine, I would cut ia two 
parts. The three figures in the air attract 
the eye fo,ftrQBgly> that littie or no attention 
is payed to tljofe bebw on the. mountain, 
I apprehend that the nature of the fubjeft 
iloes not admit of that keeping and de* 
pendence, which ought to be maintained in 
the difpofitjpn of the lights and (hadows in 
a, pi^ure. The groupes feem to be intirely 
independent of each other. The extraordi- 
nary merit qf this piece, I imagine, confiftsj^ 
»ot only in the expreffion dF divinity on the 
face of Chfift ; but alfo in the furprifing 
lightoefe of the figure, that hovers like a 
beautiful exhalatbn in the air. In the 
church of St Luke, I was not at all ftruck by 
the pifttire of that faint, drawing the portrait 
of the Virgin Mary, although it is admired as 
one of the beft pieces of R^had. ' Indeed it 
made fo: fittfe imprcffion upon me, that I do 
not even: wmembcr the difpofitidn of th* 
figures. The ahar piece, by Ajndjjea Safcchi^ 
An tb? chwrqb of 5t Ronmuldus, would hav« 
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mote merit, if the figure of the faint himfelf 
had more confcqucnce, and was reprefented 
in a ftronger light. In the Palazzo Borghefe, 
I chiefly admired the following pieces: a 
Venus with two nymphs j ahd another with 
Cupid, both by Titian : an excellent Roman 
Piety, by Lecmardo da Vinci j and the cele- 
brated Mufe, by Dowiinechino, which is a fihey 
jolly buxom figure. At th« palace of Qo^ 
ionna Conneftabile, I was charmed with th^ 
tterodias, by Guido Rh€ni;> a young Chrifl^ 
and a Madonna, by Raphaels and f^&r larid^ 
fchapes, two by Clatide Lferraifte, and tht 
other two, by Salvator Rpfa. In tht palazett^^ 
or futnmer-houfe belonging to the l^alazzd 
Rofpigliofi, I had the fatisfaftiott of contem- 
plating the Aurora of Guido^ the colours of 
which ftill nemain in high perfeftion, * not-^ 
witHftanding the^ common report i that tlit 
piece is fpoiled by the damphefs of the apart- 
ment. The print of this pSSture, by Freiji 
with all its merit, conveys but in itaptrhdy 
idea of the beauty of the original; In^ thfe Pa- 
lazzo Barberinii there is a grc^t collt^icn- of 
mart^les and pifturcs : among the firft> I wai 
«ttra^ed by a beautiful ftatue 6f Venu^^ i . 
• :- ' fleeping 
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fleeping faun, of curious wbrkmahfhip ; a 
charming Bacchus, lying on an antient fculp* 
tare, and the famous Narciffus. Of the 
piftures, what gave me moft pleafure was 
the Magdalen of Guido, infinitely fuperior 
to that by Le Brun in the church of the 
CarmEelites at Paris 5 the Virgin, by Titian j 
a Madonna^ by Raphael, but not comparable 
to that which is in the Palazzo de Pitti, at 
Florence; and the death of Germanicus, by 
PoufSn, which I take to be one of the b^ 
pieces in this great colle6tion- In the Palazzo 
Falconeri, there is a beautiful St. Cecilia, by 
Guercinoj a holy family, by Raphael; and 
a' fine expreffive figure of St. Peter weisping, 
by Dominechino. In the Palazzo Altieri, I 
admired a pifture, by Carlo Maratti, repre- 
fenting a faint calling down lightning from 
heaven to deftroy blafphemers. It was the 
figure of the faint I admired, merely as z 
portrait. The execution of the other parts 
was tame enough : perhaps they were pur- 
pofely kept down, in order to preferve the 
importance of the principal figure. I ima- 
gine Salvator Rofa would have made a dif-' 
ferent difpofition on the fame fubjeft : that 
Vol- II. M amidft 
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amidft the darknefe of a tempeft, he woutt 
have Hluminated the blafpheiMr with the 
flafti 0f lightning by which he was dtftroyod : 
this would have thrown a difinai gleam upoq 
his countenance, diftbited by the horror of 
kis fituation^ as well as by the efiefts of the 
$Ki and rendered the whole (cene drei^^ 
fully pi£turefque. In the iame palace, I faw 
the fatnous holy family, by Coftrcgio, which 
^t left unfinifhed, and no other artift woukl 
vmdertake to fupply ; for what rcafon I know 
not. Here too is a judgment of Paris, by 
Titian, which is reckoned a very valuable 
piece. la the PaIa;szo Odefirakhi, there is a 
holy family, by Buonaroti, and another hf 
Haphael, both counted excellent, though in 
very di^rent ftiles, extremely charadtriftic 
of tbofc two great rival artifb. 

If I was filly enough to make a parade, I 
might mention fome hundreds m<xre of myar-» 
hies and pictures, which I really (aw a| 
Rome ; and even eke out that number with 
a huge lift of tho& I did not fee : bet, what^ 
ever vanity I may have, it has not takm dus 
tiu^n y and I affure you, upon my word »id 
honour, I have defcribed nothing but what 
:2 a£laully 
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ft£hai}ly fdl under my own obferrat^dn. Aa 
for my critical remarks, I am aleaid you.witt 
think them too faperficial and capricious ta 
belong; to any other peribn but 

Tour humHe ferVant; 
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DeaIl Sir, 

I Have nothing to cos^n^catj: tc^hing.^ 
the library of the V^atican, whicb> w«h: 
rcfpcft to the apartments and their ofwments, 
is undoubtedly magnificent The; nwaber of 
books it contains doestaot exceed forty tbou- 
fand volumes, which are aO concealed frooi 
tb0 view, and locked up in pref^s w for 
the m^uftripts, I faw none but fuich as wre 
commonly prefented to ftrsuogers of our na* 
tionj fome very old copies of Virgil and 
Tenxits ; two or thoos MilTais, curioufly illu- 
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jDilnatetis ti^e book De Septem; £acramentis 
irrkteti^ih Latin by Henry Vill. againft 
i4ither J J and feme of that printe's love let- 
ters to Anne Boleyn, I likewife viiite([l the 
Libreria Cafanetenfe, belonging to the convent 
o^ , jthejphurch caUed ^. Maria Sopra Minerva. 
I had a recommendation to the principal li- 
brarian, a Dominican friar, who received me 
pEif ^pdlitefyt -and fsgakd me witb ft fight ol 
feveral curious MSS. of the claffics. 

Having fatisfied my curiofitj^ at Rome, I 
prepardd f6r by departure, ' and as' thfe road 
between Radicofani and Montefiafcone is 
vety ftdnyand difagreeable, I alke4the banker 
Barazzi, if there was not a better way of fe- 
tUi^iflgto Floteri^er, expreflirtg a defij* at^the 
fftftid'time to fee the cafcade of Terni. ^ He 
aflufed mie that the road by Terni was forty 
i&Hes fti6f tfer than the ether, much more fafe 
arid eafy, and accommodatied with exceeding 
good^^anberges. Ifad I takai the trouble to^ 
dftft my eyes uppn the map, I muft have fcen, 
that the foad by Temiy-inftead of being forty ^ 
miles ihorter, was mufcW longer, than 'the> 
cAber:' but this was ri<it the only miftake 
of Sigtiiore Barazzi. i Great part of this way/ 
;!->-'".: lies 
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Ties o\^er fleep niounfains, or along the fide 
of precipices, which render travelling in i 
carriage exceeding tedious, dreadful^ and daitj- 
gerous ; and as for the public houfes, they 
are in all refpefts the moft 'execrable that 
ever I entered. I will venture to fay/ tlmta 
common prifoner in theMarfhalfea or King's- 
Bench is more cleanly and eommodioufly 
lodged than we were in many places on thiS 
road. The houfes are abominably nkfty, and 
generally deftitute of provifion : when eata- 
bles were- found, we were almoft pdfonedhy 
their cookery : their beds were without <:ur* 
tains or bedftead, and their windows without 
glafs 5 and for this fort of entertainment -w« 
payed as much as if we had been genteelly 
lodged, and fumptuoufly treated. I repeat it 
again ; of all the people I ever knew, the 
Italian^ are the moft villainoufly rapacious; 
The firft day, haying pafled Civita Caftellana? 
a fmaU town ftanding on the top of a hillj 
we put up at what was called an excellemr 
inn, where cardinals, prelates, and princes/ 
often lodged. Being meagre ddy, there was 
nothing but bread, eggs, and anchovies, in 
riie houfe* I went to bed without {uppeci 
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«id lay in a pallet, where I was half devoured 
by vermin. Ne^ct day, dur road, in foitte 
placej, lay along precipices, which over-hang 
thd Nera or Nar, celebrated in antiquity for 
its white foam, and the fulphureous qiialit]^ 
of its waters, 

Sulfurca Nar albus aqud^Jontefque Velinu 

It is a fmall, but rapid ftream^ which runi 
hot far from hence, Into the Tyber. Faffing 
Utricoli, near the ruins of the ancient Ocri- 
coli, and the romantic town of Narni, il-» 
tuated on the top of a mountain, in llw 
neighbourhood of which is flill feen ftanditig 
one arch of the ftupendous bridge built by 
Auguftus Gaefar, wc arrived at Temi, and 
hiring a couple of chaifes before dinner, went 
to fee the famoUs Cafcata delle Marmore^ 
which is at the diftance of tl^ee miles. We 
afcended ^ fteep mountain by a narrow road» 
formed for a confiderablc way along the 
brink of a prtcipice, at the bottom of which 
brawls the furious river Nera, after having 
received the VeHno. This laft is the ftream 
which, running from the Lago delle Marjm^r^ 
forms the cafrade by falling over a precipice 
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About one hundred and (iicty feet high* Sock' 
a body of water ruihing down the mo3n- 
tdift} the ivaoak, vapour, and thick whiter 
tcAA. Which it raifes; the double rainbow 
whidithefe particles continually exhibit whiltf 
the fun ihines ; the deafening found of the 
caitaraA} the vicinity of ^ great number of 
other ftapendou9 rocks and preciptce$, with' 
the daihtflg, boiling, aasd foaming of the fw& 
fmrs bdorw, produce altogether an ot^e^ of 
ttemendotis fuUimity : yet great part of its 
cr£^ IS loft, for want of a proper point of' 
vitw, from Which it might be content^lated. 
The cascade would appear much more a(h>^ 
niihing, where it not in fbmemeaAjre edipfed- 
by the fuperior h^ht of the n<ighbburing- 
mountains. You hare not a front perfj^ec' 
tivej but are obliged to view it oWiquely on- 
one fid^ ftandtng upon the brink of a preci« 
pice, winch cannot be approached without 
horror. This ftation might be rendered 
mudi more acceffiUe, and altogefber fecu^e, 
for tbe exptnce of lour or five stequkies; 
and a finall tax might be levied for the pur« 
p6(t (rem travellers by the aubergiAe at Temi, 
Wh^ Hit his- caMes for hall a ze^ine a 
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pi^qe to thofe that are curidos to fee this, 
pha^nomenpn. Bef^^s the two poftiliont. 
whom I payed for this excurfion, at the rat«: 
of one ftage in pofHng, there wSa a fello^y 
who potted himfelf behind oae of the fchaifcs^ 
by v/ay of going. to point out the diffCTent 
views of the cafc&d^^ and his .demand a- 
mounted to four or fiyfi pauU. To give you 
^ ide^ of the extortiwQ of thofe viUainws 
publicans, I muft teE you that for a dinner, 
aud fupper, which even hunger could not 
tempt us to eat, and a wight's lodging in 
three trucHle beds> I paid eighty pauls, a- 
mounting to forty fhillings fteriing. Yoij 
ajfk me why I fubmitted to fuch imppfition ? 
I will tcli you-t-J have more. than. once in 
my travfls made a formal complaint of the 
exorbitancy of a publican, to the magiftrate 
of the place s bfit I never rejceived any fit- 
tisfaftion, and have loft abundance of time* 
Had I proceeded to manual corfeftion, I 
(^ouW hfivp alarmed and terrified the wo-. 
men : had I peremptorily refufed to,, pay the 
fum total, the lajjidloird, who was the poft-^ 
jnafter, would not h&ve fupplied me w|th 

horfes to propc^d pn my journey. J tried th?; 
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wperiment .^.Muy in France, where I i>ut 
tnj&lf into 4:5^atent paffion, had abundance 
of trouble, :^a$':detained till it Mas almoft 
oight, .and after, all found myfelf obliged to 
fubmit, furnifbitig at the fame time matter 
<^ inSnite triumph to the mob, which had 
farrounded .the coach, and interefted them** 
felves warmly in favour of their townfman; 
If fome young patriot, in good health and 
fpirits, would take the trouble as often as he 
is impofed upon by the road in travelling, to 
hiave recourfe to the fouAtain-head, and pre* 
fer a regular complaint to the coniptroUfa: of 
the pofts, either in France or Italy, he would 
have ample, fatisfaftion, and dp great fervicef 
^o the community. Terni is an agrceaHc 
towii, pretty well built, and fituated in a 
pleafajit valley,, between two branches of the 
river J^era, whence it was called by th^ an-^ 
tients, Intcramna. Her^ is an agr^eabki 
piazza, where (lands a church that was of 
old a heathen temple. There are fome va^ 
kiabk paintings in the church. The peopk- 
%re fgid to be very civil, and provifions to 
1^ extreinely cheap. It was the birth-placet 
pf the effijperor Tacitus, ?ts w?ll ^$ of th© 
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hiftorian of the fame name. In otir 
journey from hflncc to Spolcto, we patM 
over a high mountaunt (I think it is calldd 
Somna,) where it waft nesxQary to. bsni 
two addition^ horfes to the carmge, and 
the road winds along 1 predpiiiey wluch k 
equally dangerous and drea(tful. We ptd* 
fed through part of SpoleftO) the capita! of 
Umbria, which is a pretty lar^ city. Of 
this, however, 1 can give no other acccmaft 
from my own obfervation, but that I £iw at 
a diftance the famous Gothic aquedu^ oi 
hnckt tlus is mentioned by Addifon as s 
ftrufhire, which, fen* the height of its arches, 
Is not equalled by any thing in Europe. The 
toad from henc& to Foligno, where wt hy, 
is kept in good order, and lies through a 
deifightful plidn, laid out into beautiful inclo^. 
furesi abounding with wine, <h1, corn, and 
cattle, and watered by the paft(»al ftreaffitf 
cf the famous river ^itumnus, which l^yteetf 
its rife in three or four Separate rivut^ iESa^ 
ing from a rock near the highwayv On iAi4 
right-hand, we fdw feveral towns £luia«^ 0» 
rifing grounds, and among the reft« thdff 
of ACifio, famous for the IM^ of St. 
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Francis, whofe body, being here depofitcdr 
dccafions a great concourfe of pilgrims. 
We mi^t a Roman princels going thither 
with a grand retinue, in con&quence of 
a TOW (he had made for the re*<ftabli(h-» 
mcnt of her health. Foligno, the Ful*^ 
ginium of the ancients, is a fmall town« 
not unpkalant, lying in the midfl: of mul^ 
berry pkntationSi vineyards, and corn-fields, 
and built on both fides of the little river 
Topino. In choofing our beds at the inn^ 
I perceived one chamber locked, and defired it 
might be opened ; upon which the cameriere 
declared with fome reludance, " Bejbgna 
dire a fii ecceiknza *, p^co fa^ cbe una beftia e 
tmrta in qu^a camera emn e anew a lufireUa^^ 
When I enquired what beaft it was, he re<« 
{died, *^ TJn eretico Jn^lefe^ I fuppofe he 
would not have made fo free with our coun*^ 
try and religion, if be had not talcen us for 
German Catholics^ as we afeerwards learned 
iSrom Mr. R-^i. Next day wc crofled the 
Tyber over a handfome bridge, and in 
siounting the fieep hill upon which the city 
oi Perugia flands^ our horfes being exhaufVed, 
were dra2|;ed backwards by the weight of the 
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carriage to the very edge of a precipice, where^ 
happily for us, a man pafling that way^ placed* 
a large ftone behind one of the wheels, which 
ftopped their motion, otherwife we fliould 
have been all daflied in pieces- We had 
another ugly hill to afcend within the city, 
which was more difficult and dangerous than 
the other : but the poftillions and the other 
beafts made fuch efforts, that we mounted 
without the leaft ftop, to the fumrait, where 
we found ourfelves in a large piazza, where 
the horfes are always changed. There being 
no relays at the poft, we were obliged to ftay 
the whole day and night at Periigia,^ which 
is a confiderable city, built upon the acclivity 
of a hill, adorned with Tome elegant foun- 
tains, and feveral handfome diurches, con- 
taining fome valuable pidhires by Guido,, 
Raphael, and his mafter Pietro Perugino, 
who was *a native of this place. The nextf 
ftage is oa the banks of the lake, which was 
the Thrafimcnc of the antients, a beautiful 
piece of water, above thirty miles in circum* 
ference, having three iflands, abounding with 
excellent fi(h : upon a peninfuk of it, there 
18 a town and. ca((le* It was in this nei^« 
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liDurhood where the confbt I^UttiiniQs' was 
totally defcated-with great: flaughter by Han- 
nibaL > From Perugia to Fbrence, the pofts 
an? . 'all double,-^ and the road is fo bad that 
we never could travel above eight arid twenty 
miles a dayi^i We were often /obliged tb quit 
the caniageE, and walk up fteep tooun tains ; 
and flie.way tia ;gimcral was fo unequal and 
ftcmy, that we wore jolted even to the dan- 
ger, of our lives J I nevo: felt any fort of 
iiaeidk ojr:£atigue fo intolerable ; and I di<t 
not fail to bfeftow an hundred benedidions 
per.diOTaupbn:lhe banker Barazzi, by whole 
advice wc hadltakeb this road^ yet there was 
Ho^ircmcdy'but 'patience- If the coach had 
i^ibe^ indcediblyilrongi it triuft have been 
IJiattfered to piecw; The fifth night we 
paflfed at aplacer called Camoccia, a miferable 
ciabaret, where we were fain to cook our own 
flipper, arid. lay in a mufty chatnher; which* 
had never kmmn k fire, and^ indeed, had no' 
fire-place, and where we run the rifque of 
hdirig devoured by rats. Next day one of 
tlic irons of the coach gave way at Arezzo, 
whei« wc were detained two hours before it' 
could be accommodated* I might have taken- 
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^ oppoftttnity to Ttew the rraMina of tin 
antknt Etrufcan am{d)ttheatfe» and the tern* 
pte of H^CQie6» ddcribcd by the cavalier 
I^oren^ Guatzefi, as ftaodiag in the img^ 
^QMf hood of thb place : but the blacfcfinkh 
a(ture4 me his work would be finiihed iii a 
few miQUtes t and ai I had nothii^ fo much 
ft heart as the fpeedy acoofnpMin»nt of fihia 
d^fagreeabk iouroe^. I duole to fuppreis my 
<;Hri9(ity, eather than be the bccafion o£ 3 
jj^omeot's 4elay. fiut all dio nights we had 
hitherto pafl*ed were comfortable in c(Htipa«« 
riibn to this, which we inStvad at a finaU. 
village, the name of whidi 1 do not remcm* 
her. The hmk was difinal -and dkrty .bo<^ 
yofu) all defcfiptiion ; the bedrsdoatfas £lthy 
6rK>ugh to turn ^e ftomacb pf amidetceri 
and the vif^uais cooked in fudi a maimer, 
that eveo a Hotfeentot could not liave bdield 
th«m without loathing. We had flieets of 
our own» which were fpread upQ& a mattrais» 
^ bi^re I took my rq^fe wrapped in a gnsatw 
coatj if that could be called repofe whidi 
was interrupted by the irmumerablc ftings of 
vQrBvn. In the tnoming, I was finxed with 
a, dangerous fit of die hoc^ini^^cou^ wludi 
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tmnfioi my ^if^ alarmed mj pec^Ie, and 
broikgbt the whqle community into the hacdc. 
I had nhdcrgone )i^ fucb another at Paris^ 
about a year before. Thie forenoon^ one of 
our coach ^arhedp fkw off in the ndghbour^ 
^ood of AnmTa^ afmall town, where we were 
detained aboirc two hours by this accident; 
a dday which was produ^live of much dlf*. 
c^iftomtmeolv danger, vexation, and fatigue^ 
Iheu b^gnabories at the laft poft, we were 
d>liged t^ wait lintil thofk wiiioh brought ui 
dlidKr fkmkl be fufficiently rofrefhed to |>ro-» 
oted. Undecftanding that all the gates of 
Florence arc Ihut at fix, except two that 
ate kept c^n Sot the: accommodation of 
tmve&rs ; and diajt to reach the nearefl of 
tkeie gates, it was neceCary to pafs the rivei^ 
Arno in a ferry-^boat, which could not tranf* 
p6rt the cavri^e ; I determined to fend my 
fiwvaot belbre wii& a light chaiie to^nter the 
peareft gatfc before it was fbut, and provide 
a coach to cqam and take us up at the fide of 
the liver, whcDe we ihoutd be obliged to pafs 
in the boat : for I could not bear the thoughts 
ofi lying another night in a common cabaret. 
Ikre> liowever> another difficulty occqi'red* 
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There was- but one-, diaife,* and a dragoail 
j^fficer iti* the im{»rial troops infifted opoii 
hk. having bcfpoldc it for Mmfelf and his 
feryant. A long difpute enfoed, whkh had 
like to have; produced a quarrd:. but, at 
kngtb, I acCQfmmodated matbei^, by tellii^ 
jhe officer that, he fhmild have a place ia it 
gratis, and his fervant niught. ride a^horfeK 
)»ack. He acccpti^ the. joffer/wi^iont hxfysf^ 
tiof>'s but, in the mean time, rwe JbtoutSfi 
the coach before them, ^id having proc^eddd 
abo^t a couple, of miles, the 'road vras .fb 
^p from a: heavy rrain, and tlie "bcafts wero 
fe fatigued, that ,thcy: could: not proceoL 
The poftillioufi fcourging, the poorJ amnuds 
with great barbarity, they made an effort, and 
pulled the co^ch to. the brink of a pro:ipioei 
or rather a kind of hollow v^ay, :which migbt 
be about feyen or eight feet lower than the 
road. Here my wife and I leaped out; zrtA 
flood under tlje^ rain up to the ahdfs in madri 
while the poftiUions ftill exercifii^thdr virips^ 
cme of the fore-horfes fairly tumbled dowii 
the defcent, and hung by the neck, fo that 
be wis almoft ftrangled befojie he could bo 
difeugaged from the traces, by the afliftante 
;. . ^ -of 
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6f fome foot travellers that happened to pafg. 
While we remained in this dilemma, the 
chaife, with the officer and my fervant, com*, 
ing up, we. exchanged places j my wife and 
I proceeded in the chaife, and left them with 
Mifs C— and Mr* R— - — , to follow in 
the coach* The road from hence to Florence 
is nothing but a fucceffion of fteep moun-* 
tains, paved and conduced in fuch a man- 
ner, that one would imagine the defign had 
been to render it imprafticable by any fort 
of wheel-carriage. Notwithftanding all our 
endeavours, I found it would be impoffible to 
enter Florence before the gates were fliut, I 
flattefdi and threatened the driver by turns : 
but the fellow^ who had been remarkably 
civil at firft, grew fuUen and impertinent* 
He told me I muft not think of reaching 
Florence 2 that the boat would not take the 
carriage on board j and that from the other 
fide, I muft Walk five miles before I fhould 
reach the gate that was open .: but he would 
carry me to an excellent ofteria, where I 
ftiould be entertained and lodged like a prince^ 
I was now convinced that he had lingered on 
purpofe to ferve this inn- keeper j and I took 
Vol. IL N " it 
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it for granted that what he told me of the 
diftance between the ferry and the gate was 
a lie. It was eight o'clock when wc arrived 
at his inn. I alighted with my wife to view 
the chambers, defiring he would not put up 
his horfes. Finding it was a villainous houfe, 
we came forth, and, by this time, the horfes 
were put up. I afked the fellow how he 
durft prefumc to contradi6l my orders, and 
commanded him to put them to the chaife. 
He aflced in his turn if I was mad ? If I 
thought I and the lady had ftrength and courage 
enough to walk five miles in the dark, through 
a road which we did not know, and which was 
broke up by a continued rain of two days ? 
i told him he was an impertinent rafcal, and 
as he ftill hefitated, I collared him with one 
hand, and fhook my cane over his head With 
the other. It was the only weapon I had, 
either ofFenfive or defenfive 5 for I had left 
my fword and mufquetoon in the coach. 
At length the fellow obeyed, though with 
great relu6lance, cracking many fevere jokes 
upon us in the mean tinae, and being jc»ned 
in his raillery by tie inn-keeper, who had 
all the external marks of a ruffian. The 
2 houfe 
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boufe ftood in a foKtary fituation, and not a 
foul appeared but thefe two mifcreants, {o 
that they might have murdered us without 
fear of dete6tion. *' You do not like the 
apartments ? {faid one) to be fure they were 
not fitted up for perfons of your rank and 
quality 1" " You will be glad of a worfe 
chamter, (continued the other) before you 
get to bed." " If you walk to Florence to 
night, you will fleep fo found, that the fleaa 
will not difturb you." ** Take care you do^ 
not take up your night's lodging in the middle 
of the road, or in the ditch of the city-waU." 
I£red inwardly at thefe farcafois, to which, 
however, I made no reply ; and my wife wias 
almoft dead with fear. In the road from 
hfence to the boat we met with an ill-look- 
ing fellow, who dfered his fervicc to conduit 
us is]ito the city, and foch was our fituation, 
that I was fain to accept his propofal, efpcci- 
ally as we had two imall ix>xes in the chaife 
by accident, containing ibme caps and laces 
bdongittg to my wife. I ftill hopol the po- 
ftilion had exaggerated in the diftance be- 
tween the boat and the city gate, and wa^ 
confirmed in this opinion by the ferryman, 
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who faid we had not above half a league to 
walk. Behold us then in this expedition > 
myfelf wrapped up in a very heavy great- 
coat, and my cane in my hand. I did not 
imagine I could have walked a couple of miles 
in this equipage, had my life been depending j 
ray wife a delicate creature, who had fcarce 
ever walked a mile in her life ; and the raga- 
muffin before us with our boxes under his 
arm. The night was dark and wet; the 
roadflippery and dirty ; not a foul was feen, 
nor a found was heard : all was filent, dreary, 
and horrible. I laid my account with a vio- 
lent fit of illnefs from the cold I fhould in- 
fallibly catch, if I efcaped aflaffination, the 
fears of which were the more troublefome as 
I had no weapon to defend our lives. While 
I laboured under the weight of pfiy great- 
coat, which made the ftrcams of fweat flow 
down my face and Ihoulders, I was plung- 
ing in the mud, up to tiie mid-leg, at every 
ftap ^ and at the fame time obliged to fup- 
port my wife, who wept in filencc, half dead 
with terror and fatigue. To crown our vexa- 
tion, our conduftor walked fo faft, that he 
was often out of fight, and I imagined he had 
. v . . run 
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run away with the boxes. All I could do, 
on thefe occafions, was to hollow as loud as I 
could, and fwear horribly that I would blow 
his brains out^ I did not know but thefe 
oaths and menaces might keep other rogues 
in awe. In this manner did we travel four 
long miles, making almoft an intire circuit 
of the city-wall, without feeing the face of 
a human creature, and at length reached the 
gate, where we were examined by the guard, 
and allowed to pafs, after they had told us it 
was a long mile from thence to the houfe of 
Vanini, where we propofed to lodge. No 
matter, being now fairly within the city, I 
plucked up my fpirits, and performed the 
reft of the. journey with fuch eafe, that I am 
perfuaded, I could have walked at the fame 
pace all night long, without being very much 
fatigued. It was near ten at night when we 
entered the auberge in fuch a draggled and 
miferable condition, that Mrs. Vanini almoft 
fainted at fight of us, on the fuppofition 
that wc had met with fome terrible difafter, 
and that the reft of the company were killed. 
My wife and I were immediately accommo* 
dated with dry ftockings and (hoes, a warm 

N 3 apart-. 
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apartment, and a good fuppcr, which I ate 
with great fatisfa€tion, arifing not only from 
our having happily furvived the adventure, but 
alfo from a conviflion that my ftrcngth and 
Conftitution were wonderfully repaired : not 
but that I ftill expe6led a fevere cold, attended 
with a terrible fit of the afthma : but in this 
• I was luckily difappointed. I now for the 
firft time drank to the health of my phyfi- 
cian Barazzi, fully perfuaded that the hard- 
fhips and violent exercife I underwent by fol- 
lowing his advice had greatly contributed to 
the re^eftablifhment of my health. In this 
J)articular, I imitate the gratitude of Tavtr- 
nier, who was radically cured of the gout 
by a Turkifli aga in -^gypt, who gave him 
the baftinado, becaufe he would not look at 
the head of the bafliaw of Cairo, which the 
aga carried in a bag to be prefented to the 
grand fignior at .Conftantinople. 

I did not expe6l: to fee the reft of our 
company that night, as I never doubted but 
they would ftay with the coach at the inn on 
the other fide of theArno: biit at mid-night 
We were joined by Mifs C— and Mr. R-«, 
who bad left the carriage at the mn, under 
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the aufpices of the captain and my fervant, 
and followed our foot-fteps by walking from 
the ferry-boat to Florence, conduced by one 
of the boatmen. Mr. R — feemed to be 
much ruffled and chagrined ; but, as he did 
not think proper to explain the caufe, he had 
no right to expeft that I fliould give him fa- 
tisfaftion for fome infult he had received from 
my fervant. They had been expofed to a 
variety of difagreeable adventures from the 
imprafticability of the road. The coach 
had been feveral times in the moft imminent 
hazard of being loft, with all our baggage ; 
and at two different places, it was neceflary 
to hire a dozen of oxen, and as many men, 
to difengage it from the holes into which it 
had run. It was in the confufion of thefe 
adventures, that the captain and his valet, 
Mr. R — and my fervant, had like to have 
gone all by the ears together. The peace 
was with difficulty preferved by the interpo- 

fition of Mifs C , who fuffered incredibly 

from cold and wet, terror, vexation, and 
fatigue : yet happily no bad confequence 
cnfued. The coach and baggage were brought 
fafely into Florence next morning, when all 
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of us found ourfelves well refrefhed, and in 
good fpirits. I am afraid this is not the cafe 
with you, who rauft by this time be quite 
jaded with this long epiftle, which fhall 
therefore be clofed without further cere- 
mony by, 

Yours always. 
LETTER XXXV. 

Kue^ March 20, ij6$. 

Dear Sir, 

THE feafon being far advanced, and 
the weather growing boiftcrous, I 
made but a fliort ft ay at Florence, and fet 
out for Pifa, with full refolution to take the 
neareft road to Lerici, where we propofed 
to hire a felucca for Genoa. I had a great 
defire to fee Leghorn and Lucca; but the 
dread of a winter's voyage by fea in an open 
boat efft6tually reftrained ray curiofity. To 
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avoid the trouble of having our baggage 
Ihifted every poft, I hired two chaife^ to Pi(a 
for a couple of zequines, and there we ar- 
rived in fafety about feven in the evening, 
though not without fear of the confequence, 
as the calefies were quite open, and it rained 
all the way. I muft own I was fo fick of the 
wretched accommodation one meets with in 
every part of Italy, except the great cities, 
fo averfe to the fea at this feafon, and fo fond 
of the city of Pifa, that I fliould certainly 
have ftayed here the winter, had I not been 
feparated from my books and papers, as well 
as from other conveniencies and connexions 
which I had at Nice 5 and forefeen that the 
thoughts of performing the fame difagreea- 
able voyage in the fpring would embitter my 
whole winter's enjoyment. I again hired 
two calefies for Lerici, propofmg to lie at 
Sarzana, three miles fliort of that place, 
where we were told we fhould find comforta- 
ble lodging, and to embark next day with- 
out halting. When we departed in the morn- 
ing, it rained very hard, and the Cerchio, 
which the chaifes had formerly paflfed, at* 

moft 
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mod without wetting the wheels, was now 
fwelled to a mighty river, broad and de^ 
and rapid. It was with gr^at difficulty I 
could perfuade my wife to enter the boat i 
for it blew a ftorm, and (he had feen it 
in coming over from the crther fide hurried 
down a confiderable way by the rapidity of 
the current, notwithftanding all the efforts of 
the watermen. Near two hours were fpent 
in tranfporting us with our chaifes. The 
road between this and Spirito Santo was 
reiwJered almoft impaffable. When we ar- 
rived at Mafia, it began to grow dark, and 
the poft-mafler affured us that the road to 
Sarzana was overflowed in fuch a manner 
as not to be pafied even in the day-time, 
without imminent danger. We therefore 
took up our lodging for the night at this 
houfe, which was in all refpefts one of the 
worft we had yet entered. Next day, we 
found the Magra as large and violent as the 
Cerchio : however, we paffed it without any 
accident, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Lerici. There we were immediately b^cjged 
by; a niunber of patrons of feluccas frcmi 
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among whom I chofe a Spaniard, partly 
becaufe he looked like an honcft man, and 
prodiiccd an ample certificate, figned by an 
Englifli gentleman ; and partly, becaufe he 
was not an Italian ; for by this time, I had 
imbibed a ftrong prejudice againft the com* 
men people of that country. We embarked 
in the morning before day, with a gale, that 
made us run the lee-gunwale in the water i 
but when we pretended to turn the point of 
Porto Venerc, we found the wind full in our 
teeth, and were obliged to return to our quar* 
tcrs, where we had been fhamefully fleeced 
by the landlord, who nevcrthelcis was not 
fuch an exorbitant knave as the poft-mafter, 
whofe houfc I would advife all travellers to 
avoid. Here> indeed, I had occaflon to let 
an inftance of prudence and oeconomy, which 
I fhould certainly imitate, if ever I had occa- 
fion to travel this way by myfelf. An Englifh- 
man, who had hired a felucca from Antibes 
to Leghorn, was put in here by ftrefs of wea*- 
therj but being aware of the extortion of 
innkeepers, am) the bad accommodation in 
their houJfes, he flept on boax-d on his own 
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mattrafles ; and there likewife he had all his 
conveniencies for eating. He fent his fer- 
vant on fhore occafionally to buy provifion, 
and fee it cooked according to his direftion in 
fome public houfe : and had his meals regu- 
larly in the felucca. This evening he came 
a(hore to ftretch his legs, and took a folitary 
walk on the beach, avoiding us with great 
care, although he knew we were Englifli : 
his valet, who was abundantly communica- 
tive, told my fervant, that in coming through 
France, his matter had travelled three days 
in company with two other Englifli gentle- 
men, whom he met upon the road, and in 
all that time he never fpoke a word to either : 
yet, in other refpefts, he was a good man, 
mild, charitable, and humane. This is fi 
charafter truly Britifli. At five o'clock in 
the morning, we put to fea again, and though 
the wind was contrary, made fhift to reach 
the tovi^n of Seftri di Levante, where we were 
moft gracioufly received by the publican 
butcher and his family. The houfe was in 
much better order than before ; the people 
were much more obliging ; we pafled a very 
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tolerable night, ami had a very r^fonaWe bill 
to pay in the morning. I cannot account 
for this favourable change any other way> 
than by afcribing it to the eflfedls of a ter- 
rible ftorm, which had tw^o days before torn 
up a great number of their olive-trees by 
the roots, and done fuch damage as terri- 
fied them into humility and fubmiffion. Next 
day, the water being delightful, we arrived 
by one o'clock in the afternoon at Genoa. 
Here I made another bargain with our pa- 
tron Antonio to carry us to Nice. He had 
been hitherto remarkably obliging, and feem- 
ingly modeft. He fpoke Latin fluently, and 
was tinftured with the fciences. I began to 
imagine he was a perfon of a good family, 
who had met with misfortunes in life, and 
refpefled him accordingly ; but I found 
him merceriary, mean, and rapacious. The 
^iitd being ftill contiary, when we departed 
from Genoa, we could get no further than 
Finale, where we lodged in a very difraal 
habitation, which was recommended to us as 
th? beft auberge in the place. What ren- 
dered it the more uncomfortaUe, the night 
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was cold, and there was not a fire-place in 
the houfcj except in the kitchen. The beds 
(if they deferved that name) were fo fhock- 
ingly nafty, that we could not have ufed 
them, had not a friend of Mr. R — fup- 
{died us with mattrafies, (heets, and cover-- 
ktsi for our own ftieets were on board the 
felucca, which was anchored at a difkanc^ 
from the (hore. Our fare was equally 
wretched : the mafter of the houfe was a 
furfy affaflin, and his cameriere, or waiter, 
ftark-ftaring mad. Our fituation was at 
the fame time (hockijng and ridiculous. Mr. 
R-~- quarrelled over-night with the mafter^ 
who fwore in Iwoken French to my man, 
that he had a good mind to poinard that 
impertinent Piedmontefe. In the morning 
before day, Mr. R:--, coming into my cham-^ 
ber, gave me to underftand, that he had been 
infulted by the landlord, who demanded fM 
and thirty livrcs for our fuj^r and lodging. 
Incenfed at the rafcal's prefumption, 1 affured 
him I would make him take half the money, 
and a good beating into the bargain. He re- 
plied) that he would have faved me the trou- 
ble of beating him, had not the cameriere. 
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who was a very fenfible fellow, affured him 
the patrone was out of his fcnfes, and if 
roughly handled, might commit fome extra- 
Vagancc, Though I was exceedingly ruffled, 
1 could not help laughing at the mad came- 
riere's palming ;himfelf upon R — ^i, as i, 
fenfible feUoW, and transferring the charge of 
madftefs upon his mafter, who feemcd to be 
much more knave than fool. While Mr. 
R — went tb mafs, I defired the camerierc 
to bid his mafter bring the bill, and to tell 
him that if it was not reafonable, I would 
carry him before the commandant. In the 
mean time, I armed myfelf with my fword 
in one hand and my cane in the other. The 
inn-keeper immediately entered, pale and 
ftaring, and when I demanded his bill, ht 
told me with a profound reverence, that he 
(houM be fetisfied with whatever I myfelf 
thought proper to give. Surprized at this 
moderation, I afked if he fliould be content 
with twelve livres, and he anfwered, ^' Con- 
tiffimo,*' with another proftration. Then 
he made an apology for the bad accommoda- 
tion of his houfe, and complained, that the 
reproaches of the other gentleman, whom 4ic 
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was pleafed to call my major duoqio, had al- 
moft turned his brain. When he quitted the 
i-oom, his cameriere, laying hold of hig 
maftet's laft words, pointed to his own fore- 
head, and faid, he had informed the gentle*, 
man over-night that his patron was mad. 
This day, we were, by a high wind in the 
afternoon, driven for fhelter into Porto 
Mauritio, where we found the poft-houfe 
even worfe than that of Final? ; and what 
rendered it more (hocking was a girl quite 
covered with the confluent fmall pox, who 
lay in a room through which it was neceflary 
to pafs to the other chambers, and who fmell- 
cd fo ftrong as to perfume the whole houfe. 
We were but fifteen miles from St. Remo, 
where I knew the auberge was tolerable, and 
thither I refolved to travel by land. I accord- 
ingly ordered five mules to travel poft, and a 
very ridiculous cavalcade we formed, the wq- 
men being obliged to ufe common faddles > 
for in this country even the ladies fit aftride* 
The road lay along one continued precipice, 
and was fo difiicult, that the beafts never 
could exceed a walking pace. In fpme places 
we were obliged to alight. Seven hours were 
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fpent in travelling fifteen Ihort tnilds : at 
length we af rived at our old lodgings in St. 
Remo, which we found white-wafhed, and 
in great order. Wc fuppcd pretty comforta- 
bly ; flept well ; and had no reafon to com- 
plain of impoiition in paying the bill. This 
was not the cafe in the article of the mules, 
for which I was obliged to pay fifty livres, 
according to the regulation of the pofts. 
The poft-mafter, who came along with us, 
had the effrontery to tell me, that if I had 
hired the mules to carry me and my com- 
pany to St* Remo, in the way of common 
travelling, they would have coft me but 
fifteen livres ; but as I demanded poft- 
horfes, I muil fubmit to the regulations. 
This is a diflinftion the more abfurd, as the 
road is of fuch a nature as renders it impof. 
fiblc to travel fafter in one way than in ano- 
ther 5 nor indeed is there the leaft difference 
either in the carriage or convenience, be- 
tween travelling poft and journey riding. A. 
publican might with the fame reafon charge 
me three livres a pound for whiting, and if 
queflioned about the impofition, reply, that 
Vol. II. O if 



Digitized by 



Google 



r94 LETTER XXXYl 

if I bad aiked for M I ihouli have had the 
very fame whiting £ca: the fifth part of the 
money : but diat he made a waide, difference 
between felting it as fi(h, and feUnig it as 
whiting. Our fehicca came round from Portoj 
Mauritio in the nighty and embarking next: 
mornings we arriydi at Nice aboot four in^ 
the afternoon. 

Thus have I given you a cirtumfbantiat 
detail of my Italian expedition, during which 
I was expofed to a great number of haixU 
fhips, which I thought my weakened confti^ 
tntion could not have bore ; as. weU av- tor 
violent fits of paflion:, dioqucred, ,howcvery 
with tranfports of a more agreeable nature ^ 
infomuch that I may fay I was for twa 
months continually ^tated aiktrj in- rainf 
or body, and very often in both at the. fkme 
time. As my difbrder at firft arofe frtm a 
fedentary life, producing a relaxatioa of the 
fibres, which naturally brought on a liftlefP* 
nefs, indolence, and de}e6tion of the fpvrits, 
I am convinced that this hard exemfe o£ 
mind and body, co-operated with the change 
of air and . obje£ts, to brace up the^ relaxed 
2 con- 
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eonftitatiorf, and {yromote a mbre vigorous, 
circulatidn of thfe juices, v^hith hid lottgf 
languifhed even almofl to ftagnation. For 
fome years, I had been as fubjefl to coWs as 
a delicate woman new delivered. If I ven- 
toredf ttf go abroad when there v^as the leaft 
moifture either in the air, op upon the 
ground, I was fure to be laid up a fortnight 
with a cough and afthma. But, in this 
journey, I fufFered cold and rain, and flood, 
and walked ihr the Wet,- heated myfeSf with 
exercife, and fweated violently, without feet 
ing tht leaft difbrder 5 but, on the contrary, 
felt myfelf growing ftrongeV every day in 
tfhe fflidf! of thefe ekcgfie's. Since idj fdtikK 
toNic^, it hais rained 'the beft part ©f tv«b 
rtitrtttTis, <o t^e iftoriifttweM of all the pdbj^lcf 
ih ihfe country ; ytt durit^ all t^t tipxt I 
Havt enjoyed good health and fpiritt.^ < OnT 
6'hriIftna§-E*^, I ^Stit to the catbedrail iti 
fiiid-riigW, to heat» High riSfafsl cefebifawd b^ 
£he rieW bifhojp of Kice, Ift poniificdliburfy 
atidf^od' near two' hoUPs tiilcdvered ifi d oold 
Jaliery, without having §ny cadfein thtf^qsei , 
fo rfepent of my curiofity. Ih a word. Tarn? 
ftow fo well that Inolofigef (fcfpalrof feeinf 
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you and. the reft of my friends in England 1 
a pleafur?. which is cageriy defired by, 

, . Dear Sir, 

• ■■ \ '■ 

: Your afFe£Uona)« humble Servant. 



. L E T T E R XXXVr. . 

^ - •> ' , Sice, Marcbt%^ 176^, . 

^ Dear Sir, 

\T-0 U afk whether I. think the French. 
A^ people are nioretafycd than the E^Hfli^ 
bot<I apprehend, the queftion would bp more, 
apropos if you aikol whether .the, Er^ch 
tixes arc more infupportable thfan the^ Eng-^ 
Eih^:/or;: in comparing burthens,. we ought 
^ays to confider the ftrength of thelhaul-, 
^sf 'that bear them. . 1 know no better way* 
of cfUuiflting iiie ftjengthft than, by examin-;; 
, iag:th^ fuce of the ^country, and obferving- 
tbe appearwice df tl^ common people, who 
cwiftitUte . the J>ulk of ; every natipn. When 
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I, therefore,, fee the country of Englancf 
frailing with cuhivation ; the grounds exhi- 
biting all the perfeftion of agriculture, par- 
celled out into beautiful inclofures, corn- 
fields, hay and pafture, woodland and com- 
mon ; when I fee her meadows well flocked 
with black cattle 5 her downs covered with 
flieep ; when I view her teams of horfes and 
oxen, large and ftrong, fat and fleek ; wheii 
I fee her farm-houfes the habitations of plenty^ 
cleanlinefs, and convenience ; and her pea- 
sants well fed,^ well lodged, well clothed; 
tall and flout, and hale and Jolly; I cannot 
help concluding that the people are well able 
to bear thofe impofitions which the public 
neceffities have rendered neceflary. On the 
other hand, when I perceive fuch figns of 
poverty, mifery, and dirt, among the com- 
monalty of France, their unfenced fields dug 
up in defpair, without the intervention of 
meadow or fallow ground, without cattle to 
fumifh manure, without horfes to execute 
the plans of agriculture; their farm-houfes 
'mean, their furniture wretched, their apparel 
beggarly; themfelves and their beads the 
images of famine; I cannot help thinking 

O 3 they 
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fhey groa^ under pppreffipn, either from ^heif 
laadlordg, of thpir governmejnt j prp^fd^y 
frpq:! both. 

The principal impofitbps of th? Ffenclj 
government are thefe: firft, fhe taij^e, p?ye4 
|)y ^11 the commons, except thofe th^t ^rp 
privileged : fecondly, the capitation^ froijj 
w]nch no perfons, (not even the nplples) ai^ 
excepted : thirdly, the tenths and tyv^entieth?, 
called pi xiemes and Vingtiemes, which every 
bpdy pays. This tax w?is of iginally levi^cl ^ 
^n pcci^fiGnal aid in times pf war, and pthef 
emergencies; but by degrees is becpip? ^ 
{landing f cyenue even in time of peace. AIJ 
jhe iponey arifing from thefe iippoiitiotif 
|;oes direflly to the king's treafury 5 ^i^d rpyft 
undoubtedly ^n^ount to a ypry gre^t fu% 
BpQjics thpfe, he l^a^ the revenue of ^bp 
farms, coi^fifting of the droits d'aydcs^ op 
cxcife pn wine, brandy, 2pc. of the cu(lQp>r 
hopfp duties ; of the gabeUe^ cppipfehcndiif^g 
that mod oppreffjvc obligation on ityiividi;?^ 
to tfikc a certain cjqantity of fait at; thp 
price which the farmers fliJ^U pl^ afe to fijf ; 
of the excli^fiv^ privilege to fel^ tobaocq 5 qjf 
tb^ droits 4? controllei infi^^ativn^ centi^Oie 
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denier, francfaicfe, aubeine, echange et centre* 
echange ariiing £rom the ads of voluntary 
)UTifili£tion, as wdl as certain ktw-fuits* 
Thefe fiurms are faid to bring into the king^s 
coffers above one hundred and twenty mil-^ 
Ikms of livrcs yearly, amounting to n^r 
^vc millions fterling : but the poor people 
are faid to pay about a third more than this 
fum, which the farmera retain to enrich 
llicmfdves, and bribe the great for their pro- 
tedion ; whidi protedion of the great is 
the true reafon why this moft iniquitoas, op«. 
preffivc, and abfurd method of levying mo- 
ney is not laid aiide/ Over and above thofe 
articles I have mentioned, the French king 
draws coniiderable fums £rom his clergy, un^ 
der the denomination of dons gratuits, or 
fjree-gifts ; as well as from the fubfidies giveft 
by the pays d'etats, fuch as Provence, Lan- 
guedoc, and Bretagne, which are ej^empted 
from the taille. The whole revenue of the 
Fxoich king amounts to between twelve amd 
thirteen millions fterlmg. Tfaefe are great 
refouros €or the king : but they will always 
keep the people mi&rable, and dle£):ualljr 
prevent them from njiaking fiich improv^^ 
.0 4 ments 
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ments as might turn their lands to the be^ 
advantage. But befides being eafed in the 
article of taxes, there is fomething el(e re- 
quired to make them exert themfelves for the 
benefit of their country. They miift be free 
in their perfons, fecure in their property, in* 
dulged with reafonable leafes, and effeftually 
protefted by law from the infolence and op- 
preflion of their fuperiors. 

Great as the French king*s refources may 
appear, they are hardly fufficient to defray 
the enormous expence of his governtfient. 
About two millions fterling per annum of 
his revenue are faid to be anticipated for 
paying the intereft of the public debts ; and 
the reft is found inadequate to the charge of 
a prodigious ftanding army, a double fron- 
tier of fortified towns, and the extravagant 
appointments of ambafladors, generals, go- 
vernors, intendants, commandants, and other 
officers of the crown, all of whom aflfeft a 
pomp, which is equally ridiculous- and pro- 
digal. A French genieral in the field is air- 
ways attended by thirty or forty cooks ; and 
thinks it is incumbent upon him, for the 
£flory of France, to give a hundred -diflies 
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every day at Jhis table. When don Philip, 
;and the marechal duke de Belleifle, had their 
quarters at Nice, there were fifty fcuUions 
conftantly employed in the great fquare in 
plucking poultry. This abfurd luxury infefts 
their whole army. Even the commiflaries 
keep open table ; and nothing is feen but 
prodigality and profufion. The king of Sar- 
dinia proceeds upon another plan. His 
troops are better cloathed, better payed, and 
better fed than thofe of France. The com- 
mandant of Nice has about four hundred a 
year of appointments, which enable him to 
live decently, and even to entertain ftrangers. 
On the other hand, the commandants of An- 
tibes, which is in all refpe6\s more inconfi- 
derable than Nice, has from the French king 
above five times the fum to fupport the 
glory of his monarch, which all the fenfiblc 
-part of mankind treat with ridicule and con- 
tempt. But the finances of France are fo 
ill managed, that many of their command- 
ants, and other officers, have not been able 
to draw their appointments thefe two years. 
In vain they complain and remonltrat^. 
S^heOr they grow troublefojne they are re- 
moved* 
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piovcd. How then muft they fuppprt thf 
glory of France f how, but by oppreififlg 
the poor people. The •treftturer mdkes nk 
of their mwicy for his own benefit. The 
}cing knows it i he knows his officers thus 
defrauded, fleece and opprefs hb people : 
but he thinks proper to wink at tbeie 
abufes. That government may be fai4 
to be weak and tottering which finds itfelf 
obliged to connive at fuch proceedings. 
The king of France, in order to give ftrength 
^nd ftability to his adminiftrati^, ought to 
have lenfe to adopt a fage plan of oeconomy, 
j^od vigour of mindfufiicient to execute it m 
sXl its parts, with the mo^ rigorous exftftoffs. 
He ought to have courage enough to find 
fault, and even to puniih the deltnquenta, of 
what quality foever they may be : and the &t& 
a£t of reformation oi^t to be a total 4J¥>> 
lition of all the farms. Thiore are, undoubt- 
edly, many marks of relaxation in the rctns 
of the French gavernment, and, in all pro- 
bability, the fiibje^ oi France will be tbe 
.firft to take the advantage of it. There is at 
prefcnt a violent fermentation of difiercnt 
priociples among thi^ni» yrhich under thuftoffi 
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^ a vpry ly^ajc pioipe, ©r during a long mi* 

EiQF^, mgy pFp4u(* 9 great irhangc in die 

CQ^flltu^lcHi* {n ff opQrtiofi tq the progr^ 

%f n^fm ^4 phiJofophyt ivhi^ii have made 

gr^\ advances ^i) thif kingdom, fupsrftition 

V>ffs ground I antient prejudices give wayi 

a fpirit of fFp^Qffi takes theaiirefidant. Alt 

the leapned laky of France dcteft the hie- 

f ai^chy as ^ plan of di^fpotifini founded on im«* 

pQ|lv»re ^ wfurpation. The proteftants, 

vrfeq app Y«ry pvim^rous in the fbuthern parts, 

ft^hor \x With ^U the rancour of religious 

fanaticifm. M^ny of the commons^ en-r 

fished by fomiH?nee and manijfaflure/ grow 

lll^p^ti^n^ of ib^ff odious diftin&ions, which 

fii^lude thf m froin the honours and privi« 

I^ge^ due. |o thfiir impcH'tance in the com^ 

mopwwlth; and aU the parliaments, or 

fribunal? i>f joftic? ifk the kingdom, feetq 

\^}^X ¥pon 9(&r^ing their rights and inde-* 

pefid?n,c? in the face of theking^s prerogative^ 

and even a,t the cxpenoc of his power and 

authority. Should any prince therefore be 

feduced by evil counfellors, or mifled by his 

9^Q ti^Qtry* tQ tak? foine arbitraiy ftep, that 

may be extremely difagreeable to all thofe 

com-- 
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communities, without having fpirit to exert 
the violence of his power for the fupport of 
his mcafures, jhe will become equally de- 
tefted and'ddfpifed J and the influence of the 
commons will infenfibly encroach upon the 
preteijifions of the crown. But if in the 
time of a minority, the power of the go- 
veriiment fhould be divided among different 
competitors for the regency, tlie parliaments 
andpeoplewillfind.it ftill more eafy to ac- 
quire and afcertain the liberty at which they 
afpire, becaufc they will have the balance of 
power in their hands, and be able; to make 
mthcr fcale, preponderate. I could fay a great 
4cal more upon this fubjeft^ and I have fome 
remarks to make relating to the methods 
which might be taken in cafe of a frefli rup- 
ture with France, for making a vigorous im- 
preflion on that kingdom. But thefe I muft 
defer till another occafion, having neither 
room nor leifure at prefent to add any thing, 
but that I am, Twith great truth. 

Dear Sir, 

-Your very humble Servant. 
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Dear Doctor, . ' 

AS I have novv pafled a fecqtid winter ^fe 
Nice^I think myfelf quglifiefi to make 
fome further .rejnsjfks on this cliipate; Du-^; 
ring the hpats of laft fom^er, I flattered 
myfelf with -the profpefl of the fine weat|ier 
J ihouki enjoy in the winter j but^i^either. Is 
nor any perfon in this country, cpuld for^ie^- 
the rainy weather that -prj^vwled frqm the 
middle .of Nqvfpb^r, ^ till [the twentieth of 
March. In ^^ f^prt p^ip^ of^fouf : months 
yf e have had fifty-fix day* c^ .rain, which i 
take to be a ,gf«Ltcr quantity, ^qn generally 
falls xiurin^ the -fix worft rqonths of the ye^i^ 
ia the county- pf Middlefe)^ efpecially^ a$ i^ 
was, for - th? i^oft part, a ^h^ayy, continued 
rain. The Coutlaf win(|s gezjerally predomi- 
pate in the j^^t feafom atjNice :^ bu.t this 
winter the rairr was accom^nied with every 
wind that blows,, except the^^fquth 5 though 

the 
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the moft frequent were thofe that came from 
the caft and floirfh quarters. Notwithftdnd- 
ing thefe great rains, fuch as were never 
known b^otc at Nic6 in the tatihotf of man, 
the intermediate days of fair weather were 
derightful, and the ground &em<d perfectly 
dry. The air itfelf was perfeftly free from 
tfblllord Though I Hvii upoiV a ^oaftd 
floor, lu^i'^unded ©n th#ee ftdes^b^ af gardeff, 
1 could" no€ perceive the leafff ditmp', eMief 
*n the floors, of tihe fti^nitrire j heifliti: #i*f 
I much incommoded by the aftRmaj which u&S 
always firhtt^fefi tte iriblf in wet wieittHcK Iii 
& word, I pkfrn (h6 i/\nttil hitt mtlcK rtim 
toihkktablf URaA- I expeifedi About? flW 
Wrnaf eqmHo«,''hte\4revdi',' It^j^M a v5<i%ril 
cbid', whixJK wSi tefldetf^Wkft i dMBcUftJr of 
Ireathing,' and a^ the fiin adv^h'cis towanfi 
tjie tropfc, T find ihyfeH ffiff niote fubj<!<5l tcl 
^euifts. As the h(iat increafesi the htrtAdtit^ 
of the body ai'd ratisfied, aiid"; of cbn^dencfei 
the pores of the fkan^ ai^ oipiirted j v^ftUe ffiit 
eaft wind fwee^ng over tfhe Alp^ andA'^i 
penin^, oaVered witft fiioW, ConfimWs fuf-i 
JiJrIfinigiy fliSrji' and pentti'itferg. jfevirtr tM 
jtoDjjleof; tlie^xwhtry; who enjby gjotjd hefafth; 
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are afraid of eicpofing thoMfelves to the air 
at tftb &aibn^, tlte intemperatore of whicb 
nay hft till the xniddle of May, whefi alt 
die iboMT on the mouiitatns will probafcflf 
Im inslt»i: then the an* wiU become mild 
and balmy, tili,^ in the pit)grefs of fumraer, it 
gtx>ws difiigrwatdy hot, and the ftr<Hig eva- 
^ration fronii the fea makes it fo faline, a$r 
tdiK be unheakh3r&>r thofe who have a fcor- 
bmical habit. When the fea- breeze is^ higlv 
this 6Yapi:>ration is fb ^eat a^ to cover thef 
^xdssLt of the body with a kmd of vdatile 
brine, as I plainly perceived laft fummer, f 
am nsore aiwl inote convinced that this cli- 
mate is. unfavourable to the feurvy. Were 
\ xdbliged to pafs my life in it, I would en- 
deavour >tb^£aid a country retreat am6ng thef 
fnounteins, at fome diftance frotn the fea, 
iwbere I might enjoy a cod air, free ffom tfeis> 
imprqgniation, unmolefired by^ thof^^ ffied,^ 
gnats, and other vermin, which render thd 
kvwer jpart^ alOK^ uninhabit|ible. To thisr 
place I would retire in the rjiontb of June^ 
ami < there continue till the beginning of 
€i^:ober> wheh I would jtturn to my habi- 
tation^ in Nicd, where the^ winter is remark- 
ably 
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ably mild ajid agreeable. In March and 
April, however, I would not advife a ^letu- 
dinarian to, go forth, without taking precau-^ 
tion againft the cold. An agreeable fummer 
retrejat may be found on thepther fide of thci 
Var, at,,or near the town of Graffs, which is. 
pleafantly fituated on the afcent of a hill in 
Provence, aboiit feven Engliih . mil^ from 
Nice, This place is famous for its pomatum, 
gloves, wa(h-balls, perfumes, and toilette- 
boxes, lined with bergamot. I am told.it 
affords good lodging, and is well fupphod 
with.provifions. 

. We are nqw pisparing for our JQuraeyto; 
England, from the exercife of which I poor 
mife myfelf ' much .benefit: a journey exn 
tremely agree^tblci not only on that account,.' 
but alfo becaufe it will reftorc mc to the 
company of my friends, and remove jhc 
frotn a plaice where 1 leave nothing .h)Si 
thfe air, which I can poffibly regpret; The 
ohly friendftiip-J have contrafted at Nice 
gre y^ith ftrangers, ' who, like myfelf, only 
fojourn here far a fesafojl. . J now find, . by 
ej;p?rience, it is great folly to* buy furni- 
ture, unlefs one is refolved to' fettle here 

for 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XXXVli. 209 

far fome years. The Niflards aflured me^ 
with great confidence, that I fliould always 
be able to fell it for a Very little lofs ; whereas 
I find myfclf obliged to part with it for about 
one-third of what it coft. I have fctit for a 
coach to Aix» and as foon as it arrives, (hall 
take my departure 5 fo that the next letter 
you receive from me will be dated at fome 
place oil the road. I purpofe to take Antibes, 
Toulon, Marfeilles, Aix, Avignon, and 
Orange, in my way : places which I have 
not yet feen j and where, perhaps, I fliall 
find fomething for your amufement, which 
will always be a confideratiow of fome weight 
with^ 

Dear Sir, 

YourSi 
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To t>r. S at l^ice, 

TttriMf March jZgijS^^ 

Dear Sik, 

I Am juft returned from an excurfion to 
Turin, which is about thirty leagues from 
hence, the greater part of the way lying over 
frightful mountaina covered with 0m>w. The 
diiBcidty of the raad^ howdver^ reaches no 
farther than Cont» from whence there is an 
open highway through a fine plain couptry^ 
as far as the capital of Piedmont^ and the tra- 
veller is accommodated with chaife and horfes 
to proceed either poft, or by cambiatura, as in 
other parts of Italy. There are only two 
ways of performing the Journey over the 
mountains from Nice ; one is to ride a muk-- 
back, and the other to be carried in a chair. 
The former I chofe, and fet out with my 
fervant on the feventh day of February at 
two in the afternoon. I was hardly clear of 
Nice^ when it began to rain fo hard that in 

lefs 
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U& than an hoar the thud was hdf a foot 
dap in, many parts of t^e road. This was 
^e toAy inconvenience we fufitred) the vfsf 
being in other rdpe£bs ptia6ticabfo enough $ 
for thi^ IS but cme ftnall' bill to crdfs on this 
fide of the village <i( L'Bfcarane^ where we 
arrived about fix in the evening. The ground 
in this neighbourhood i^ tolerably cultivated, 
and tl» mounlains are planted to the tops 
with idive trees. The accomtxK]^tion here 
is {i> very bad, that I bad no inclination to 
be a bed longer than was abfolutely nectary 
for rdFrefhmcnt 5 and therefore I proceeded 
on my jouriiey at two in the morning, con- 
duced by a guide, whom I hired for this 
purpofc at the rate of three livrcs a day^ 
Having afcended one fide, and defended the 
other^ of the mountain csdled Braus^ which 
took up four hours, tiiough the road is ncA 
bad,' we at fix readied the village of Sofpelloi 
which is agreeably fituated in a finall valley, 
furroundeid by pr&digiwis high and barren 
mountains* This little plain is pretty fertile, 
and bei»ig watered by a pleaOint dream, 
forin« a delightful cohtraft with tlie Mdeous 
rocks thlt furround it% Having repofed my- 
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felf and my niiiles two hours at this pta^> 
we continued our journey over the fecond 
inountidn» called Brovis, which is rather more 
eonfiderable than the firft^ and in four hour^ 
arrived at La Giandola, a tolerabte inn fitu- 
ated betwixt the high road and a fmall ri- 
verw about a giinfhot from the town of 
Brieglie, which we leave on the ri^t. As 
we jogged along in the grey of the mornings 
I was a little ftartled at two figures which I faw 
before me, and began to put my piftols in 
order. It muft be ob&rved that thefe moun- 
tains are infefted with co^rabandiers^ a fet of 
fmuggling peafanfs, very bold and defperate, 
who make a traffic of felling tobacco, falt^ 
and other merchandize, which have not payed 
duty, and fortietimes lay travellers under con- 
tribution. I did not doubt but there was a 
gang of thefe free-bopters at hand j but as 
po more than two peffons appeared, I re- 
folved to let them know we were prepared 
for defence, and fired one erf my piftols, in 
hope that the report of it, echoed from the 
furrounding rocks, would produce a pro|>er 
effe6t : bi;t» the ndoi^ntains and roads being 
entirely covered with fnow to ji cgnAderable 

I i depth. 
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depth, there was little or no reverber«ion/ 
and the found was not louder than that of a 
pop-gun, although the piece contained a good 
charge of powder. Neverthelefs, it did not 
fail to engage the attention of the ftrangers, 
one of whom, immediately wheeled to the left 
about, and being by this time very near me, 
gave me an opportunity of contemplating 
his whole perfon. He was very tall, meagre, 
and yellow, with a long hooked nofe, and 
fmall twinkling eyes. His head was cafed in 
a woollen night-cap, over which he wore a 
flapped hat ; he had a (ilk handkerchief a- 
l)out his neck, and his mouth was furniftied 
with a fliort wooden pipe, from which he 
difi^arged wreatlung clouds of tobacco-fmoke. 
He was wrapped in a kind of capot of green 
bays, lined with wolf^-fkin, had a pair of 
monflrous boots, quilted on the infide with 
cotton, was almoft covered with dirt, and 
rode a mule fo low that his long legs hung 
dangling within fix inches of the ground. 
This grotefque figure was fo much more lu- 
dicrous than terrible, that I could not hfelp 
laughing; when taking his pipe.out of his 
Uiouth, ht very politely accofte4 ^^ by naifte. 
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You may cafily gucfs I wis exceedingly fur- 
pri&d at fuch an i^refs on the top of tl» 
mountain BroYis : but he forthwith p^ aa 
end to it to, by diicovering himfeif to be the 
marquis M* whom I had the honour to be 
acquainted with at Nice. After hionng t^^ 
Ued him upon bi^ equipage^ he gaw jxi^ ta 
underftand he had fet out from Nice the 
morning, of the fame cky that I def^uted ; 
that he vf^i going to Turin^ and that he hoA 
ftnt one of his fervants before him to Ooni 
with his baggage. Knowing him to be an 
agreeable companion, I was glad o£ &is en^ 
counter, aM we i^cAv^ to travci die reft of 
the way together. We.dihed at La Giandbla, 
$tnd in the afternooa rode along the F^ttis 
fiver Roidaiy which rtuaa in a bottom between 
frightful precipicesi -and. in feverai pbcci 
ibrma natural ea(cade^> the noife of wfakh 
had well-ns^h deprived us df the fenfe of 
hearings after a winding courfe among thefe 
mountain^i it difchargcs itfelf into the Medi* 
tcrranean at VintimigHa, in the tcrtttDry of 
Genoa* As the &bOW did not tie oa tfae& 
mount^ttj, when we cracked our wh^, there 
wa$ fuch a repercui&)n of the fouDd a& is aU 
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together inconceivable* We paffed by the v\U 
lage of Saorgio>. fituated on an eminence, 
where there is a fmall fortrefs which com- 
mands the whole pafs, and in five hours ar-* 
rived at our inn, on this fide the Col deTende, 
where we took up our quarters, but had very 
little reafon to boaft of our entertainment. 
Our greateft difficulty, however, confifted in 
pulling off the marquis's boots, which were 
x>€ the kind called Seafjrot, by this time fo 
loaded with dirt on the outfide, and fo fwelled 
with the rain within, that he could neither 
4irag them after him as he walked, nor difen- 
cumber his legs of them, without fuch vio- 
lence as fcemed almoft fufficient to tear him 
limb from limb. In a word, we were obliged 
to tie a rope about his heel, and all the peo- 
ple in the houfe afiifting to pull, the poor 
marquis was drawn from one end of the a^ 
partment to die other bdfore the boot would 
give way : at laft his kg« were happily dif- 
engaged, and the machines carefully dried 
and ftuiFed for next day's joumey. 

We took onr departure from hence at three 
in the morning, and at four, began to mount 
the Col de Tende, which is by far the higheft 
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mountain in the whole journey : it was now 
quite covered with fnow, which at the top of 
it warnear twenty feet thick* Half way up; 
there are quartors for a detachmrat of foU 
diers, pofted here to prevent fmuggling, and 
an inn called La Ca, which in the language 
pf the country iignifies the hou&. At this 
place, we hired fix men to affift us in afcend^ 
ing the mountain, each of them provided 
with a k'md of hough to break the ice, and 
make a fort of fteps for the mule$. W|ien 
we were near the top, however, we were 
obliged to alight, and climb the mountain^ 
fupported each /by two of thofe men, called 
Coulants, who walk upon the fnow with 
great firmnefs and fecurity. We were fol- 
Jpwed by the mules, and though they are 
very fure footed animals, and were froft-fhod 
fpr the occafion, they ftumbled and fell very 
often J thp ice being fo hard tiiat the fharp 
headed nails in their ihbes coidd not pene- 
trate. Having reached the. top of this moun- 
tain, from whence there is no profpeift but 
of other rocks and mountains, we prepared 
for defcending on the other fide by the Leie, 
l^hich is an occgfional iJedge t(id,it'Qf two 
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pieces of wood, carried up by the Coulants 
for this purpofe. I did not much relifh this 
kind of carriage, efpecially as the mountain 
was very ftieep, and covered with fuch a thick 
fog that we could hardly fee two or three 
yards before us. Neverthelefs, our guides 
\vere fb confident, and my companion, who 
had paflcd the fame way on other occafioris, 
was fo fccure, that I ventured to place myfelf 
"on this machine, one of the coulants ftand-^ 
ing behind me, and the other fitting before^ 
as the conduftor, with his feet paddling 
among the fnow, in order to moderate the ve- 
locity.of its defcent. Thus accommodated, we 
defcended the mountain with fuch rapidity, 
that in an hour we reached Limon, which is 
the native place of almoft all the muleteers 
who tranfport merchandize from Nice to Coni 
and Turin. Here we waited full two hours 
for the mules, which travelled with the fer- 
vants by the common road. To each of 
the coulants we paid forty fols, which are 
nearly equal to two (hillings fterling. Leav- 
ing Limon, we were in two hours quite dif- 
cngaged from the gorges of the mountains, 
^hich are partly covered with wpod and 

pafturage, 
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pafturage, though altogether inacceffible, cx-r 
ccpt in fummer j but from the foot of the 
Col de Tende, the road lies through a pliiln 
all the way to Turin. We took fix hours 
to travel from the inn whcrewe had lodged 
over the mountain to Limon, and five hours 
from thence to Cpni. Here we found puf 
baggage, which we had knt off by the <:ar^ 
riers one day before we departed fr<m Nices 
and here we difmifled our guid^, • together 
with the mules. In winter,, you have a mul^ 
for this whole journey at the vM^ of twenty 
livres 5 and the guides are payed ^t the wtc 
of two livres a day, reckoning fix days, three 
for the journey to Coni, and three for thdir 
return to Nice. We fet out fo early in the 
morning in order to avoid the inconveti^n- 
cies and dangers that attend the pftflage of 
this mountain. The firft of thefe ^rifes 
from your meeting with long firings of loaded 
muks in a fiippery road, the breadth of whidi 
does not exceed a foot and an half* As it is 
altogether impoflible for two mules to pafe 
each other in fiich a narrow path, the mule- 
teers have made doublings or elbows in dif- 
ferent parts, and when the troops of muks 
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meet, the Icaft numerous is obliged to turrt 
cff into one of thefe doublings, and there 
halt until the others are paft. Travellers in 
order to avoid this difegreeable delay, which 
is the more vexatious, confidering the exceffive 
cold, begin the afcent <^ the mountain early 
in the morning before the muks quit their 
inns. Biat the great danger of travelling here 
mhan the fun is up, proceeds from what they 
calt the Valanches. Thde are balls of fnow 
detached from the mountains which over top 
the road, either by the heat of the fun, or the 
humidity of the weather. A piece of fnow 
thus loofcned from the rock, though perhaps 
iiot above three or four feet in diameter, in*- 
creafes fometimes in its defcent to fuch a de- 
gree, as to become two hundred paces in 
lengthy and rolls down with fuch rapidity, 
that the traveller is crufhed to death before 
ht can make three fteps on the road. Thefe 
dreadful heaps drag every thing along with 
them in their defcent. Th^ tear up huge 
trees by the roots, and if they chance to faM 
Dpon a houfe, dtmolifti it to the foundation. 
^Accidents of this nature feldom happen in 
the winter while the weather is dry j ^nd yet 
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icarce a year pafles in which ibme mules and 
their drivers do not perifh by the valanchcs. 
At Coni we found the countefs C— • from 
J^ice, who had made the fame journey in a 
chair, carried by porters. This is no.oth^ 
than a c(xnmon elbow-diair of wood, with % 
firaw bottom, covered aboive vnth waxed cloth, 
to prpteft the traveller from the rain or fnow, 
and provided with a foot-board upon whkJi 
the feet reft It is carried like a f<dan-<diair i 
;and for this purpofe fix or e^ht porters are 
^employed at the rate of three or four Uvres a 
liead per day, according to the feafon, allows* 
Ing three days for their return. Of thefe fix 
jnen, two are between the poles carrying like 
jcommon chairmen, and each of thefe is fup» 
ported by the other two, one at each hand : 
but as thofe in the myiddle fuflain the greateft 
iurthen, they are relieved t^ the others in a 
regular rotation. Jn defc^nding the moun^ 
tain, they carry the poles on their fhoulders* 
jindin that cafp» four men are employed, one 
at each end, 

At Coni, you may have a chaife to, go 
with the fame horfes to Tqrin, for which 
you pay ftfteen Jivres, ai>d are a day ;and ,a 
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half on the way. You may poft it, however, 
in one day, and thfeii the price is fcvcn livrcs 
(en £)Is per poft, and ten fols to the poftilion. 
The method we took was that of cambiatura. 
This is a chaife with horfcs fhifted at the 
fame ftages that are ufed in pofting : but as 
it is fbppofed to move flower, we pay but 
five livres per poft, and ten fols to the pofti- 
lion. In order to quicken its pace, we gave 
tm fels extraordinary to each poftilion,: and 
for this gratification, he drove us even fafter 
than the poft. The chaifes are like thofe of 
^aly, and will. take on near two hundred 
weight of ha^age. 

' Coni is fituated between two fmall ftreams, 
and though neither very large nor populous, 
is confiderable for the ftrength of its fortifica- 
jbohs.; It is honoured with the title of the 
Maiden-Fortrefs, becaufe though feveral times 
befieged, it was never taken. The prince of 
Conti invefted it in the war of 1 744 5 but he 
was obliged to raife the fiege, after halving 
given battle to the king of Sardinia. The 
place was gaUantly' defended by the baron 
Leutrum, a German proteftant, the beft gene- 
ral in the Sardinian fervice : but what con- 
' \ " ." tributed 
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tributed bioft to the TniTcarr^ge of the ene* 
mjy was a long tra& of he&vjr nun», wincfii 
deftroyed all dieir works> and rendered (heir 
advances impradicabie. 

I need not tell you that Pledmoiit is tiiac 
of the molt totile and ogrteable eounaki 
in Europe, and this the moft t^reeable pare 
of Piedmont) though it now speared to 
difadvantage from the rigorcftis (eafon of thd 
year : I ihall only obferve that we paied 
through Sabelliftn, whidi is a confidttrahlt 
town, and arrived in the evening at Tmiii* 
We entered this fine city bf the gate of Ntce» 
and palling through the el^ant Piazaui <fi ^aa 
Carlo, to^ up our quarters at the Bona 
Fama, which Aands at one comer of tiw 
great (quare, called La PU22a Caftd. 

Were I even difpofed ixft give a defcriptioa 
of Turin, t fhouid be obliged to poftpontt 
k till another opportunity, havitig no romn 
at pr^ent to fay any thing more, but that I 
am sdways 

YOVBS* 
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Sx tn frwence^ May j^ I7^5« 

Dear Sir, 

1A M thus far on my way to England. I 
had refolved to leave Nice, without hav- 
ing, the l?aft difpute with any one native of 
the place; but I £ound it impoflible to keep 
this refdiutioii. My landlord, Mr. C-^^, a 
man of fafhion, with whofc family we ^ad 
always lived in friendfliip, was fo reafonable 
as to exped I (hould give him up the houfe 
9nd garden, though they were to be paid 
for till Michaelmas, and peremptorily de« 
€ku%d I fhould not be permitted to fub4et 
them to atiy other perfon. He had of his 
own accord AiTured me jnore than once that 
)ie w^ould take my furniture off my hands, 
and truft^ng to H^ afliirance, ' I \mA loft the 
oppoirtunity «f difpo&ig it tx> advantages 
bjut, wh*ij the time erf my departure drew 
near, he ref ufed to take it, at the fame tune 
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infifting upon having the key of the houfif 
and garden, as well as on being paid tbd 
whole rent direftly, though it would not be 
due till the middle of September. I was fy 
exafperated at thistreattment frodi rf man 
whom I had Cultivated with particular re- 
fpe6l, that I determined to conteft it at latv^ : 
but the affair was accomiiiocfated by the 
mediation of a fiather of the Minims^ a friend 
to both, and a tnercbant of Nice, who* 
charged himfclf with the care of the hoi^ 
and furniture. A fti anger muft conduft him- 
felC with the utrnoft circumfpeftion to be aWef 
to live among thefe people without being thw 
dupe of impofition. 

I had fcnt to Aix for a coich and fouif 
horfes, which I hired at the rate^of eighteen 
French livres a day, being equal to fiftdeil 
(hillings and nine-pence fterling. The river 
Var was fo fwelkd by the melting of the 
fnow on the mcrantains, as to be impaflable 
by any wheeUcarriage ; and, therefore, the 
coach remained at Antibes, to which we went 
by water, the diftance being, abqut nine or 
ten miles. This is the Antipolis of the an- 
timts, faidto have been built like Nice, by a 
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colony from Marfeilles. In all probability, 
however, it was later than the foundation of 
Nice, iahd took its name from its being fi-r 
tuated dire6ily oppofite to that city. Pliny 
fays it was famous for its tunny-fiftiery ; and 
to this circumftance Martial alludes in th« 
following lines i 

** Jntipolitani^ fattor^ fum filia ttfynm 
** EJfemJi Scombri non tibi miffa forem^* 

At prefent, it is the frontier of France towards 
Italy, pretty ftrongly fortified, and girrifoned 
by a battalion of foldiers. The town is fmall 
and inconfidef able i but the bafin of the har* 
bour is fui'rounded to fed ward by a curious 
bulwark founded upon piles driven in the 
water, confifting of a wall, ramparts, cafe* 
mates, and quay, Veflels lie very fafe in this 
harbour; but there is not water at the en-^ 
trance of it to admit of fhips of any buifthen* 
The fhallows run fo far off from the coaft, 
that a fhip of force cannot lie near enough 
to letter the town ; but it was bombarded in 
the Jate war. Its chief ftrength by land 
confifts in a fmall quadrangular fort, de^, 
tached from the body of the place^ which^ 
Vol.. II. CL. ^ 
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in a particular aanner, comtnj»djs tfa^ lenr 
•trance of the harbour. The wall <;^ the 
town built in the fea has cmlarafures and fa- 
iiant an^ks^ c^ jTvJiich a great nwnber of 
cannon may be mounted. 
- J think tte adjacent country is rou<^ mor* 
pleafant than that on the fide of JJice 5 and 
there is certainly no effential difference in the 
climate. The ground here is not fo -ehcura- 
bered; it is laid out in agreeable inclofures, 
.with intervals !of qpen fields, ar^d the raomj^ 
(tains rife with,an eafy aic^nt at a>rpwfe -greater 
diftance from the fea, than on the ©tb«r fvJ^ 
of the bay. fiefides, here are charming rides^ 
aloDg 4he beach, wMch, i$ fmooth and ^rm* 
When we.paifed in the laft week of Apifil, thp 
corn was tlaen in ear 3 the cherries wc«e almoi^ 
ripe; and theiigs bad begun to blacken, i 
had embarked my he^ivy baggage pn^boaiHl 
a London ihip, which happened vto }>e at>NiaA» 
ready to feil : as for our iinall trunks or pprt* 
manteaus, which >we carried alotjg with v^ 
ih&f weie ex^^ned lat Antibes 3 but ^he ccit^ 
jnony was performed »very fupet^ciaUy, ||i 
fonfequence of tipping the fearcber with half 
a- a (lowfs^ 
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aJ^'oWai, y44^ is .^ i^qnderful conciliator at 
a^ ,the ^§3^ i^ this counjtryi 

We la^ at Cannes, a ne^t yiUagei charm- 
ingly fijt^atcd Oft the beach of the Meditern 
rane^mi^ pxBf&ly OjppixCLte to the iQes Marf^ 
guerites, where ftate-prifoiiers are confincdA 
As thcf e are fofee good ^houfes in this place^ 
I ^wqu^d f^dier live here for the lake of the. 
i^ild climate, than eithqr at Antibes or Nice* 
Ifcre you ^€ «ojt copped up within wallsi 
^or cK^^d with fo^dier? ^d people j but are 
^Ire^dy in the countryr enjoy a fine air, and 
%JCp yell Supplied with all £ovfs of ftfhi 

|r|tp pvpijntain.of l^fterellejg, which in .on«? 
%f ipxy ^rnver letljei:^! I 4«(crjlbed as ^ Ppoft 
^c)B}|i^j|C;^i^d noble plantation of ^ver-greenSi. 
ti;^, jhg}f^s, ai^id arpmat^c j^jlants, is at pre- 
fy^ qujje defodatei Laftfum^er, fome exe-^ 
c?i*We >^is$ j^t fire 19 the pines> \v4ien the 
VJyft^ Y?ft? lt¥gfe» It ^9PtWVied burning for. 
xnftnthfc/?i*i,t|i^qonfla^ati ab^ve. 

t?^ifagjlS?> (9f^f^^lP.g ^n ^ricredible guan- 
tily 9I tkpaher. The^ SK^P^ is now ^alccd 
<^ each -fide oi ^he r^^d, or occupied by tj^j^. 
higgle .tr^i^ qf the treqs, which have:||?)5|i 

fpflr!5tve4 .Vi|fe<?i¥*:MnS* . Jihey. ft*9d :»s fa 

0^2 many 
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many monuments of the judgment of heavcnv 
filling the mind with horror and compaffion-. 
1 could hardly refrain from fheddihg tears at 
this difmal fpeftacle, when I recalled the 
idea of what it 'was about eightecri months 
ago. 

" As we flayed all night at Frejus, I Bad an 
opportunity of viewing the amphitheatre at 
leifuj-e. As near as I can judge by the eye, it 
is of the fame dimenfions with that of Nifmes ; 
but fhockingly dilapidated. The ftone feats 
fifing from the arena are ftill extant, and 
the cells under them, where the wild beaifts 
were * kept. There arc' likewile the remains 
of two galleries one over another 5 and twa 
vomitoria, or great gateways, at dppofite fidea 
of the arena, which is now a fine green, 
with a road through the middle of it : but 
all 'the external . architefture arid the orna- 
nienli are demolifhed. The moft intire part 
of the wall now conftitutes part of a inonaf^ 
tfery, ihc monks of which, I am told, have 
helped to deftroy the amphitheatre, by re-- 
moving the ftones for their owil purpofes of 
building. In the neighbourhood of this am- 
jihithcatrci which ftaiids wi&out the walk> 
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are the veftiges of an old edifice, faid to have 
been the palace where thp imperator or pre- 
fident refided: for it was a Roman colony, 
much favoured by Julius Cafar, who gave it 
the name of Forum Julii, and Civitas Foro- 
julienfis. In all probability, it was he who 
built the amphitheatre, and brought hither 
the water ten leagues from the river of 
Ciagne, by means of an aqueduft, fome 
arcades of which are ftill ftanding on the 
other fide of the town. A great number of 
ftatues were found in this place, together 
with antient infcriptions, which have been 
publiflied by different authors. I need not 
tell you that Julius Agricola, the father-in- 
law of Tacitus, the hiftorian, was a native of 
Frejus, which is now a very poor inconfi- 
derable place. From hence the country 
opens to the left, forming an extenfive plain 
between the fea and the mountains, which 
are a continuation of the Alps, tl^t ftretches 
through Provence and Dauphine. This plain, 
watered with pleafant ftreams, and varied 
with vineyards, corn-fields, and meadow- 
ground, afforded a moft agreeable profpeft 
to our eyes, which were accuftomed to the 

5U figJ^t 
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fight of fcorchirig lands, rugged rocks, and 
abrupt mountains, in the rieighbourhobd of 
Nice. Although this has much the appear-' 
ance of a corn-country, I dtfj told h does 
not produce enough for the confumption tii 
its inhabitants, who are obligfed to have ari^ 
nual fupplies from abroad, imported at Mar-i 
feilles. A Frenchman, at an average, eats 
three times the quantity of bread that fatisfies 
a native of England, and, indeed, it is un- 
doubtedly the ftafF of his Hfe. I affl there- 
fore furprized, that the Proven9aux do not 
convert part oi their vineyards into corn* 
fields : for they may boaft of their wine as 
they pleafe j but that which is dr^nk by thd 
common people, not only here, but alfo iii 
all the winp poiintfi^s of JFtance, is neither fo 
m'ongj nourifhing^ (nor in* my opinion) fo 
ple^fant to the tafte as the fmall befer of 
fengland, It n^uri: be owned that all the pear 
iants who have wine for theit^ ordinary dririk, 
^re of a diminutive fize, in compariibn of 
thofe who ufe milk, beer, or even Water j 
and it is a conftant obfervation, that wheij 
there is a fcafcity of wine, the common peo^ 
pie ^fe always njore heailthy, than ill thofe 

feafpus 
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ftaefotte when it aboundsk The longer I live> 
the moife I am convinced, that wine, and all 
fermented liquors, are pernicious to the hu- 
nwm conftitution ; and that for the preferva- 
tion of health, and exhikratic« of the. fpiritF,' 
tfeere is no beverage comparable to fimple 
water. Bfetween Luc and Toulon, the coun- 
try is delightfully parcelled out into inclofures. 
Here is plenty of rich pafturage for black cat- 
tle, aiid a greater nuniber of pure ftreanas and 
rivulets than I have obfcrved In any other 
parts of France. 

Toulon k a ccnfiderable place, even exclu- 
live of the bafin, docks, Mid arfenal, which, 
irnked, are fuch as juftify the remark made 
by a ftranger whefr he viewed them. 
^^ The king of Fran<te jfeid he) \s greater at 
Toulon than at Ve^laMlcs/' The quay, the 
Jetties, the docks, and niagazines, are con- 
trived atid executed with precifion, order, fo- 
lidity, and magnificence. I counted fourteen 
ihips of the line lying unrigged in the bafin, 
befides flie Tonant of eighty guns, which 
was in dock repaiififtgj arid i new frigate on 
the IVocks* I was credibly informed that in 
thff laft war, th^ king of France was fo ill- 
•^ ' 0^4 ' ferved 
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fervcd with cannon for his navy, that in tvttj 
aflion there was fcarce a (hip which had not 
ieveral pieces burft. Thefe accidents did great 
damage, and difcour^ed the French mariners 
to fuch a degree^ that they became more afraid 
of their own guns than of thofe of the Englilht 
There are now at Toulon above two thou- 
land pieces of iron cannon unfit for fervice. 
This is an undeniable proof of the weaknefs 
and negle6t of the French adminiftration : 
but a more furprizing proof of their im- 
becility, is the ftate of the fortifications that 
defend the entrance of this very harbour. I 
have fome reafon to think that they trufted 
for its fecurity entirely to our opinion that 
it muft be inacceffible. Capt. E — »•, of one 
pf pur frigates, lately entered the harbour 
with a contrary wind, which by obliging him 
to tack, afforded an opportunity of founding 
the whole breadth and length of the paflagCt 
He came in without a pilot, and made a pre* 
tence of b^^ying cordage, or fpme other (lores j 
but the French officers were much chagrined 
at the boldnefs of his enterpria^e* They al^ 
lodged, that he came for no other reafon, but 
tp found the channel ^ and that he had an 
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^iguieer aboard^ who made drawings of the 
land and the forts^ their bearings and diftances. 
In all probability^ thefe fufpicions were com- 
mnnicated to the miniftrys for an order 
immediately arrived, that no ftranger fhould 
be admitted into the docks and arfenaL 

Part of thjc ^oad from hence to Marfeilles 
lies through a! vjaft mountain, which refem- 
bles that of Efterellesj but is not fo well co- 
vered with wood, though it has the advan- 
tage of an agreeable ftream running through 
the bottom. 

I was much pleaied with Marfeilles, which 
is indeed a nob\e city, large, populous, and 
flourilhing. The ftreets, for the moft part, 
are open, airy, and fpacious $ the houfes well 
built, and even magnificent. The harbour is 
an oval bafin, furrounded on every fide either 
by the buildings or the land, fo that the 
(flipping Jies perfectly fecure ; and here is 
generally an incredible number of veflels« 
On the city fide, there is a femi-circular quay 
of free-ftone, which extends thirteen hundred 
paces 5 and the fpace between this and the 
houfes that front it, is continually filled with 
g furprifing croud of people, The gallies, 

to 
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to <he number df eight or nine, are moored 
with their fterns to one part of the wharf, 
and the flaves are permitted to work for their 
own benefit at their refpeftive occepatiofl^, m 
little fliops or booths, which th^ rent for a 
trifle. There you fee tradefnten of all kinds 
fitting at work, chained by orie foot, fhoe- 
makers, f aylofs, fllverfmiths, watth and clock- 
makers, barbers, ftockirig-weavers, jeweHersr, 
pattern*drawers, fcriveners, bookfdiers, cut*- 
lers, and all manner of fhopkeepcrs. They 
pay about two fols a day to the king for this 
iWdUlgeiKej live weH and kx>k |olly; and 
can iafFord to fell their goods and labour much 
cheafjer than other dealers and tradefnten. 
At night, however, they are obliged Uy Tie 
aboard. Notwithftanding the great face of 
bufinefs at Marfeilles, their trade is greatly 
on the decline > and their merchants are fail- 
ing every day. This decay of commerce is 
in a great meafure owing to the EnglHh, 
who, at the peace, poured in fuch a quantity 
of European merchandize hito Martinique 
^nd Guadalupe, that when the merchants of 
JMarfeillcs fent over their cargoes, they found 
the markctls' ovefftpck^d, and Were obliged 
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fo fell for a cohMttahk Idft, Befides, tKe 
French colonics had fiich a ft6cfe of fug^rs, 
ibflfefe, and other commodities lying by them 
during the *7ar, that upon the firft notice (it 
pizcCj they lhipj)ed them off in gteat quan- 
tities for MarfeilleS. I am toH that the pro-* 
duce o^ the iflands is at prefeftt tl^aper herd 
fhin t;rhere it groWs 5 and on the other hand 
thd ttitrchandize of this couritry fells for Icil 
motley it Martinique than in Provence. 

A (ingle perfon, who travds hi this coun- 
try, xtiay riv6 at a^ reafonable tate in thefe 
towns, by eating at tlie public ordinaries t 
but I would advife all fatitilies that coriie hU 
fher ta make any ftSy, to take furnifhfe'd 
lodgings as foon they can: for the expencft 
of living at an hotel is enormous, I wai 
obliged to pay at Maf feilles four Hvres a hea4 
for every meal, and half that price for toy fer- 
traht, and was charged fix livres a day befides 
for the apartment 5 fo that our daily expence, 
including breakfaft and a valet de place, a- 
mbtitited to two loui'dores. 'the fame imr- 
pofition prevails all over the fouth bf France, 
though it is the cheapeft and moft plentiful 
paj-t of the kingdooj* Without all doubt, it 

muft 
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xnuft be owing to the folly and extravagance 
of Englifti travellers, who have allowed them- 
felves to be fleeced without wincing, until 
this extortion is become authorized by cuftonu 
It is very difagreeable riding in the avenues of 
Marfeilles, becaufe you are confined in a dufty 
high road, crouded with carriages and beafts 
of burden, between two white walls, the re- 
fleftion from which, while the fun fliines, 
is intolerable. But in this neighbourhood 
there is a vaft number of pleafant country- 
bouies, called Baftides, faid to amount to 
twelve thoufand, fbme of which may be 
rented ready furnifhed at a very reafonable 
price. Marfeilles is a gay city, and the in- 
habitants indulge . themfelves in a variety of 
amufcments. They have aflemblics, a concert 
ipirituel, and a comedy. Here is alfo a fpa- 
cious cours, or walk fhaded with trees, to 
which in the evening there is a great rcfort 
of well-drcfled people. 

Marfeilles being a free port, there is a 
bureau about half a league from the city on 
the road to Aix, where all carriages undergo 
examination ; and if any thing contraband is 
^und, the vehicle^ baggage, and even the 
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horfes are confifcated. We efcaped this dif* 
agreeable ceremony by the fagacity of our 
driver. Of his own accord, he declared at 
the bureau, that we had bought a pound of 
coffee and fome fugar at MarfeiUes, and were 
ready to pay the duty, which amounted to 
about ten fols. They took the money, ,gave 
him a receipt, and let the carriage pafs, with* 
6ut further queftion. 

Tpropofed to ftay one night only at Aix: 
but Mr. A—, who is here, had found fuch 
benefit from drinking the waters, that I was 
perfuaded to make trial of them for eight or 
ten days. ^ I have* accordingly taken private 
lodgings, and drank them every morning at 
the fountain heiad, not without finding con- 
fiderable beriefitv In my nexti I fhall fay 
fomething further of thefe waters, though I 
am afr jud they will not prove a fource of much 
entertainment. It will be fufficient for me 
to find them contribute in any degree to the 
health of, ^ 

Dear sir. 

Yours afTuredly; 

LET- 
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Bear Doctor^ 

I Found three Engliih Jfsailies at A\:f, <v(^ 
whoBfi I cpuljd^we ^^^d mytio^e vpry 
9gi-^ably; but tbue ip^tyj^ now ,dm9l>^ 
Mr. 5---rf .^>d 1^ Ifid^ ;lf ^ thf place u^ § 
fe>w .d?ys ,aftjer lye iirjri.wi. NJn .ArrrnT m^ 
lady 3etty i?re gpi^ )tp Q^Bpvf ; s^d IVfr, 
p-«rf with l»ipiyft\^ ft^mm .9t .Aix. Tb^ 
gffttleman, ?|v]ft9^hQ.u?ed und«ria*wft ^fp%4i 
fttf nervpqs af^^^, ih^s ob^flaf^ /ugh j^Bjf 
from this cUqsigte^ ^^;he ji^t^? (o i|ay ci^p^ 
thpr year ii;i ,^bp |4^« : «nd ^, 4mf fflHlri 
fui|pri?iing |)(;t)^ ^ori 4rHikin« iltf ST^fi^* 
for a fcorfc(Wi9ftl <ifiinpkim.. yM J y«6 inr 
commoded by both thefe diforder^, JrCfiliM 
not but, in ju^^ito myfelf, try the united 
efforts of the air and the waters : efpecially 
a# %l\i^ :cpnA4^(ation was re-inforced by the 
kind and preffing exhortations of Mr, A — r 
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»»d l«dy B^ty, which I pojold not i|i grali- 

Aix, «He capital <^ Prevence^ is a I^i^ 
«i^, watered ))y ^\» rmall river Are. It>wj^ 
,» Konum cplony, ^ftid tQ be foqnded by Cla- 
ims Sex(as C^vifl^K, £^ve a pentury befoti^ 
ti^ie^h $f Chriftf From 4be foiurce of 71)^ 
>n6ral w^r Mre found, added to j^e coqChHs 
in^fnie, ^t ii^iiS (<!^l|ed Aqu^ Sextia^. It wj^s 
phere th^t ^^us,.jij^ copqi^of of the Tit^ 
•taapSi fKfd ^is h^d-quaiiters, a^d €ml><^ 
J»0>ed ^ ^a^e with temple, nque^i^, 
4w4 .tlwrin^^, ,pC ;yi^i5h, fepwftyiEiK, ijpjtjbi^g 
-now jr^ip^ag. ; Tb? fiity, .ims ijt ftowrft^n^ 
4s;Wfll b^ilt;* AftUgh .the ftrep^s :in gessf^ 
JMre iwriow, and. Jwpt 19 S J^ery dirty q<jndir 
tion. But it has a noble ^(fir^ipl^nted wi(H 
^uble,F!0)Hifs ^.-(^1 trfetij ftnd ^rped with 
^reepr-fo.ur/fine fountaiiJSj l^e jniddleipV)^ 
■«f wbifb'di^Jwrgi?^ hot w§ttjp.^plied from 
^ fouiice.pf the .bpths. :Ofi ea§b i^^ ihorp 
lis ia,rpw of ejegftflt hpufes, ifilwilnti*! chwfly 
•by (ih/e.noblefle, ^ ,wblch l^Fp is hf*9 a con^ 
jTijleraJjie number. W^ rpa? Uaii»eii:t, which jp 
}^ stjAJ^^ hnn& .hither^ gr^at fefoi* 53sf 
•^eqple ; 9nd ^ ?maBiy pf <the iqhabit^ts 9j^ 
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perfons of fafhion they are well bred, gay, 
and fociable. The due de Villars, who is 
governor of the province, refides on the fpot, 
and keeps an open aflembly, where ftfangcrs 
arc admitted without referve, and made .very 
welcome, if they will engage in play, which 
-is the fole bcc'upiation of the whole company. 
Some of our Englifti people cc^nplain, that 
when they were prefented tb him, they met 
with a very cold reception. -The French, -as 
"weil as other foreigners, have no idea rf a 
man of family and fafftiion, without the title 
of duke, couiit, itaarquis, or lord, and where 
, an Englifh gefttleiiian is introduced by tftc 
fimple expi'eflion 6f tnonjieur^feli they think 
he is fome plebeiin, unworthy of any par- 
ticular attention. 

Aix is fitiiated m a bottom, almof): fur-^ 
rounded by hills, which however do not 
fcreen it from the Bize, or north wind, that 
blows extremely (harp in the winter and 
fpring, rendering the air almoft infupportdbly 
xold, and very dangerous to thofe who have 
fome kinds of pulmonary • complaints, fuch 
as tubercules, abfcelTes, or fpfttitig of blood. 

JU>rd H— *-', who paffed part of laft winter 

. 
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In this place, alHi<5led with fome of thefe 
fymptx)ms, * grew worfc every day while he 
continued at Aix : but, he no fooner re- 
hioved to Marfeilles, than all his complaints 
abated ; fuch a difference there is in the air 
of thefe two places,* tliough the diftance be- 
tween, them does not exceed ten or twelve 
mites.- ' Biit the air of Marfeilles, though 
much inore mild than that of Aix in the 
winter, is not near fo warm as the climate of 
i^ice, where we find in plenty fuch flowers, 
Truit, and vegetables^, eVen in the fevereft fea*- 
fon, as will not grow and ripen, either at 
Marfeiltes or Toulon. - - 
* If the ait- of Aix iS difagrceably cold in 
the winter, it is rendered quite infufferable in 
Ithe fummer, from exceffive heat, occafioned 
by the reflexion from the rocks atnd moun- 
tains, which at the fame time obftru6l the 
tirculation of air t for it muft be obferved, 
that the fame mountains which ferve as fun- 
nels and canals, to collect and difcharge the 
keen blafh of winter, will provide fcreens to 
incercept intircly the faint breezes of fummer. 
Aix, though pretty well provided with butch- 
«'s meat, is very ill fupplied with pot-herbs ; 
- Vol. II. R and 
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and they have no poultry, but what comes at 
a vaft diftance from the Lionnois. They fay 
th^ir want of roots, caU)age, cauliflow^er, &;Cp 
is owing to a fcarcity of water; but the 
truth is, they are very had gardeners* Their 
oil is good and cheap : their wine is indiffe- 
rent : but their chief care feeras employed on 
the culture of filk, the ftaple of Provence, 
which is every where fl^ded with plantations 
of mulberry trees, for the nourifliment of the 
wwms. Notwithftandii]g the bo^fted cheap- 
Befs of every article of houiekeeping, in the 
ibuth o/ France, I am perfuaded a f;uiiily may 
live for lefs money at York, Durhapi, Here- 
ford, and in many other cities of Ei^gland, 
than at Aix in Provence i keep a more plen- 
tiful tabic ; and be much more comfortably 
fituated in all refpe^ts* I found lodgings and 
prpyiiio;! at Aix fifty per cent, dearer than at 
Montpellier, which is counted the de»reft 
place in Languedoc, 

The bath« of Aix, fo famous in antiquity, 
were quite demoliflied by the irrup^ns of 
the Barbarians. The very fource of the 
water was loft, till the beginning of the prer 
imt centuiy, (I think the year 1704) when it 
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was difcoito'ed by accident, in digging for the 
foundation of a houfe> at the foot of a . 
hill, jiift without the city wall. Near the 
fiime place was found a fmall ftone altar, : 
with the figure of a Priapus, and fome letters, 
in capitals, which the antiquarians have dif- 
ferently interpreted* From this figure,' it 
w^ fupp6fed that the waters were efficacions ; 
in cafes 6f barrennefs. It was a long time, 
however, before any pierfon would venture to 
ufe thetn internally, as it did not appear 
that they had ehrer befen drank by the an- 
cients., pa their re^appearance, they were 
chiefly jufed; for baths to horfes, and other 
beafts which had the mange, and other cuta<* 
nebus eruptions. At length poor people be- 
fftiti to bathe in them for the fame diforders, 
and i^eceived fuch benefit frorbi them, as at* 
tra6led tlw attention of more curious inqui- 
rers. A very fuperficial and imperfeft ana-^. 
lyfis was made and puWiflied, with a few 
remarkable hiftwies of the cures they had 
perfortned, by three different phyficians of 
thofe days ; and thofe little treatifes, I fup-* 
poie, encouraged valetudinarians to drink 
them without ceremony. They were fou^d 

R a fer- 
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fcrviceabfe in the gout, the gravely fcurvy, 
dropfy, palfy, itidrgeftion, afthma, and con- 
foiiiptionj and their fame foon extended iticlf 
all over Languedoc, Gafcony, Dauphine, aiui 
Provence* The magiftrates, with a view to 
render them more ufeful and commodious^ 
have raifed a plain building, in which there 
are a couple of private baths, with a bed- 
chamber adjoining to each, where individuals 
miy ufe them both internally and exter- 
nally, fof a moderate expence. Thefe bftths 
are paved with marble, and fuppliedWith 
water each by a lai^ brafs cock, which 
you can tum at pkifure. At ohe end of 
this edifice, there is an odagon, o^ at top> 
having a bafon, with a ftone pillar in the 
middle^ which difcharges Water from : the 
fame fource, -all round, by eight fmall brafi 
cocks; and hither peopk of all ranks come 
of a morning, with their glafles^ to- drink 
the water, or ' wafh ' their forcsi*. or ftrbjeft 
their contrafted limbs .to the ftrtam/ This 
laft operation, called the dcdcbJy how- 
ever, is. more effeftually undei^one in the 
private bath, where the ftream is jnucb m<»e 
pbwerfuL The .natural waimtli of this 
*:-^ water. 
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water, as nearly as I can judge from recol- 
Ictlion, is about the fame degree of tempe- 
rature with that in the Queen^s Bath, at 
Bath in SomerfetQiire. It is pcrfeftly tranf- 
parerit, fparkling in the glafs, light and agree- 
able to the tafte, and may be drank without 
any preparation, to the quantity of three or 
four pints at a time. There are many peo- 
ple at Aix who fwallow fourteen half- pint- 
glafles every morning during the feafoni 
which is in the month of May, though it 
may be taken with equal benefit all the year 
round. It has no fenfible operation but by 
urine, an cfFeft which pure water ^ would 
produce, if drank in the fame quantity. 

If we may believe thofe who have pub- 
lifhed their experiments, this water produces 
neither agitation, cloud, or change of colour, 
when mixed with acids, alcalies, tincture of 
galls; iyrup of violets, or folution of filver: 
The refidue, after boiling, evaporation^ and 
filtration, affords a very fmall proportion of 
purging fait, and calcarious earth, which lafl 
ferments with ftrong acids. As I had neither 
hydromfeter northermomejter to afcertain th6 
weight and w^irmth of this water ; nor tim« 
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tp propure the prpp?r uttofijs tp v^b}^ the 
prepa^fitions, an4 fopeat the exferiofients ne- 
c^flary to exhibit a coi^plete analy^, I did 
not pretend to e^iiter upon this proiQeis; ; but 
conten^^d myie)f- with drinking, bi^hing. ^oA 
«fing the doucbef wl^ch p^rfe^^y ^ofwered 
my exp?£tation, havings in eight days, d,\mdk 
cured an ugiy fcorbutic tQtfer, \yhich had 
for fome tirae deprived nsie of the ui^ of my 
iright hand. I obleirved that the water, wjhbea 
^fed exte{:nally, left always a kind o^ oily 
appear^ce on the (ki^ i ^t wh^ wq boU^ 
9d it at hfmsy m an e^Mtho^ pot, the fteams 
fmelled lik^ thofe of fulphur, and even £^« 
fe£t^ n^y lun^ in the fame tnmm: : but 
th^ baJth. ttf?l^ implied ^ong oi a U«aie-kiln. 
The wat^,. a^teir Aandi^ all mght in a 
bottle, yielded a remai:kaUy vinous tafte and 
odour, ipQieth^g an^dogoii^ to that oi dul* 
ci6<sd. Ipirk <^ pitjje.. Whether tbci 9&iv9 
pajf tt?Jes. confix qf a vdatile vitrifii, or % vcjry 
fin^ p(Bt.roleukin» or a I9]3rt3»re of -bot;^ I ihaU 
not pretead to det^gfrnwe ; but the beft way I 
Icnow of difcov*^rii\g whotbfic it is reaUyin* 
pttipwjjqd wi^ * vitridw pri^cipljB, toofiib* 
tUe mi fugitive; foe th^ ufuial operatiofis of 
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chymiftry, is to place bottles, filled with wine, 
in the bath or adjacent room, which wine, 
if there is really a volatile acid, in any confi- 
derablc quantity, will be pricked in eight and 
forty hours. 

Havirtg ordered our ceach to be refitted, 
and provided with frefh horfcs, as well a$ 
with another poftillion, in confcquence of 
which improvements, I payed at the rate of 
a loui'dore per diem to Lyons and back again, 
^t departed from Aix, and the fecond day of 
our journey pafEng the Durance in a boat, 
lay at Avignon. This river, the Druentia of 
the ancients, is a confiderable flream, tx^ 
tremely rapid/which defcends from the moun- 
tains, and difcharges itfelf in the Rhone. 
After vident rains it extends its channel, fo is 
to be impaffable, and often overflows the 
tountry to a great extent. In the middle of 
a pkin, betwixt Orgon and this river, wcf 
met the coach in which we had travelled 
tighteeii months before, from Lions to 
lifbntpcllici', condufted by our old driver 
Jojfijph, who no fooner recognized my 
fervant at a diftance, by his mufque- 
tooui than he came running towards 
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our carriage, and feizing my hand, evdi 
fhed tears of joy, Jofeph had been tra^ 
veiling through Spain, and was fo im^ 
browned by the fun, that he might have 
palTed for an Iroquois. I was much pleafed 
with the marks of gratitude which the poor 
fellow expreffed towards his bcnefadlors. He 
had feme private coriverfation with our vpitu-r 
rier^ whofe name was Claude, to whom he 
gave fuch a favourable charafter of us, as in 
all probability induced him to be wonderfully 
obliging during the whole journey. . 

You know Avignon is a large city be- 
longing to the pope. It was the Avenio 
Cavarum of the antients, and changed 
matters feveral times, belonging fucceffively 
to the Romans, Burgundians, Franks, th^ 
kingdom of Aries, the counts of Provence,^ 
and the fovejreigns of Naples. I^ was Ibld.ia 
the fourteenth century, by queen Jane I. of 
Naples, to pope Clemen^ VJ. for the fum c4 
eighty thoufand florins, and fince tJiat period 
has continued undgr the dominion of the fee of 
Rome. Not but that when the due de Cre-r 
qui, the French ambaflador, was infulted at 
Rproe ip the year 1662, the paj4iament <jf- 
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Provence pafled an arret, declaring the city of, 
Avignon, and the county Venajflin, part of th^ 
ancient domain of Provence j and therefore 
reunited it to the crown of Prance, which- 
accordingly took poffeflion ; though it wa$ 
afterwards reftored to the Roman fee at the 
peace of Pifa. The pope, however, holds it 
by a precariou? title, at the mercy of the 
French king, who may one day be induced 
to refome it, upon payment of the originaJ^ 
purchafe-money. As ,a fucceffion of popes, 
refided here for the fpace of feventy years/ 
the city could not fail to be adorned with a» 
great number of magnificent churches and*^ 
convents, which are richly embellifhed with» 
painting, fculpture, flirines, rdiques, and 
tombs. Among the l^ft, is that of the cele«, 
brated Laura, whpm. Petrarch has immorta-^ 
Ijzed by his poetry, and for whom Francis L 
of prance took the trouble to write an epi-; 
t^ph. Avignon is governed -by a vice-le^tC; 
from the pope, and the pplice of the city is; 
regulated by the confuls. It is a large place,^ 
iituated in a fruitful plain, furrounded by; 
high walls built of hewn flone, which on the; 
wpft fide ^rt walhed by the Rhoo?. If ere 
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wis a noble bridge over the river, but it is 
now in ruins. On the other fide, a brdnch of 
the Sorgue runs through part of the city. 
This is the river anciently called Saiga, 
formed by the faiiious fountain of Vauclufe 
in this neighbourhood, where the poet Pe- 
trarch refided. It is a charming tranlparent 
ftream, abounding with excellent trout and 
craw-fifli. We paffed over it on a ftone 
bridge, in our way to Orange, the Araujh 
Cavarum of the Romans, ftffl diftinguifhed 
by fome noble monuments of antiquity. 
Thefe confift of a circus, an aqueduft, a 
temple, and a triumphal arch, which laft was 
^refted in honour of Caius Marius, and Luc- 
tiatius Catullus, after the great viftory they* 
obtained in this country over the Cimbri and 
Teutones. It is a very magnificent edifice, 
adorned on all fides with trophies and bat- 
tles in baflb relievo. The ornaments of the 
drchite9:ure, and the fculpture, are wonder- 
fuUy elegant for the time in which it was 
erected j and the whole is furprifingly wdl 
preferved, confidwing its great antiquity. It 
feems to me to be as entire and perfeft as the 
arch of Septimius Severus at Rome. Next 
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4a]r we pa£Sbd two vtry impetuous ilreams, 
the Drome and the Ikre. The firft^ which 
very much refemble&the Var, we forded: but 
the Here we cro&d in a boat; which as welt 
as thatupon the Durance is managed by thtf 
trailii^ a moveable or running pulky, on a 
rope ftretched betwe^i two wooden machines 
ereded on the oppofite fides of the river^ 
The; coQtiivanoe is fimple and effe^a), and 
thepa&geeqoaUyfafeandesqpecfoimis. The 
boatman has nothing to do, but by means 
ef a long ma% rudder, to keep thd 
biead obliquely to the fhream, the fe^ce d 
which pufhes ibe boat aJiong^ the block to 
wbkh it is fixed flidiiig upon the rope f¥om 
one fide to the other.. Att thde rivets take 
their nfe from* the^ moontmnsi whi^ a^ <cofi^ 
tinuedthrough^Pixxveiice and£)ttuphi»e, znA 
£aU into the Rhone r and alt of them, when 
i^Frdkd hf fiadden rains, overflow^ the £kt 
country^ AlthougbDauphine axSords tittle 
or no oil, ie prodifioes. exccHent wine^, par^ 
aakrl)^ tbo&; of Hermkage and Cote^-roti. 
The &fb c^ thefe is^ fdid on the fpoC for 
fiiree Uvresthe^ bottle, and the other for two. 
The ioxxatcj likemfe yields a conTiderable 
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quantity of com, and a good deal of grafsi 
It is well watered with ftreams, and agree- 
ably ihaded with wood. The weather wasr 
pleafant, and we had a continued fong of 
nightingale& from Aix to Fountainhkau. 
* I cannot pretend to fpedfy the antiquiti^ 
of Vienne, anciently caJlcd Vienna Allobro-- 
gum* It was a Roman colony, and a confi<- 
derable city, which the antients fpared no 
pains and expence to embelliih. It is (till a 
large town Handing among feveral hills on 
the banks of the Rhone, though all its for-^ 
mer {{Vendor is cclipfed, its commerce decayed,, 
and mdft of its antiquitics.arc buried in ruins; 
The church of Notre Dame ds. la Vic wasr 
undoubtedly a temple.. On the left of the 
road, as you enter it, by the gate of Avignon; 
there is a handfome oheliik, or rather pyra- 
mid, ^bout thirty-feet high, raifcd upon a 
vault fupported by four pillars of the Tufcan 
order. It is certainly a Roman work, and 
Montfaucon fuppofes it to be a tomb, as he 
perceived an oblong ftone jetting but from d» 
middle of the vault, in wMch the afhes.of 
the defunct were probably contained.. .The 
ftoiy of Pontius Pilate, who is faid to have' 
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«n(Ied his days in this place, is a fable. Oii 
the feventh day of our joomey from Aix, wd 
arrived at Lyons, where I fhall take my leave 
of you for the prefent, bang vwth great 
truth, 

Your's, ice.. 



LETTER XLL 

... Baukgife, Jmitif tyBsi ' 

Dear Sir, ; - 

I Am at laft iii a fituation to indulge idf 
view with a fight of Britain, after an 
abfence of two years 5 and indeed ybu 'cannot 
imagine what pleafure I feel while I furve/ 
the white cliffs -of Dover, at this diftance.' 
Not that I am at all affefted by the nefcia qua 
dukedine natalis fotiy of Horace. That feems^ 
to be a kind of fanaticifm foiiilded on the; 
prejudices of education, which induces aLaj^-' 
lander to place the terreftrial paradife among 
the fnows of Norway, and a Swifs tp pre-' 
fer the barren mountains of SoUeure to the 
« - • fruitful 
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ihlitfui {iliiii^ tif Lotnbardy. I atn attic&ed 
to. my tonntry^ becaufe it is ^ land of li-*' 
beity» cleaalinfiis^ and convenience: but I 
kre it (titt n^rc teijidoly) as die fcenc of all 
my interefting connexions; as the habitation: 
of my fuedd?> for whofe converfation, cor- 
refpondence, and efteem, I wifh alone to 
live* 

^ Out journey hither from Lyons produced 
neither accident nor adventure worth notice; 
but abifcdince QTlitfle Vea^ations, .whidi may 
be termed the Plagues of Pofting. At Lyons, 
where we ftaycd only a few days, I found a 
retum-coach, which I hired to Paris^ for fix 
louVdores. It was a -fine roomy carriage, 
ejl^^antly fiirniflied,. and made ^ travelling, 
ijpf ftrong and folid in aU its parts, that there 
^jsis no dai^^ of its being fhaken to pieces 
by. the roughnefi of the road : but its weight 
^lxi foUdity occaiioned' fo much fri£lion be- 
tween the wheels and the axle-tree, that wd 
^aii the rifque. of. being fet on fire three^ or, 
four times a day.: Upon* a juf^ comjarifon- 
of all circumftances, pofting is much more. 
^3fyr% convenient,: and reafonable jn Engte»d^ 
Ijiuui in France. The Engliih carriages^; 
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hprfes^ harne&> ^d roads are inuch better } 
a2>4 the poftilipns more obUgii^ and alert< 
The reason is pl^n and obvious. If I ant 
iU-u&d at the poil-'houfe in England, I can 
be acconimpdated elTewhere. The publicaoa 
Qn the road are fenfible of this, and there^ 
fore they vie vith each other in giving fetif-* 
fa6lioii to tr^vejle^s. But in France^ wheare 
the poft is iJ[M)nopoJis5edi tfea poft-B>aft»s ^H^ 
poflilions, knowing that the traveller d^ends 
intirely upon th^in) are tibe more ne^igmlf 
and remifs in thcif dutyi A3 w^U as t^ mo^ 
fncQuraged to infolwce and irepc>$ti<»t. ^Jn^ 
deed the ftranger feems to be 1^ indrely at 
the mercy of thofq fellows^ except in lar;^ 
towns, where he.mayhavf recourfe tothcf 
magiftrate or conwnanding officer., Th» 
poft ftands very often by itfelf in a lone 
country fituation, or in a paultry villag^^ 
wh.ere the poft-mafter is the principal inha^^ 
|>itant; and in fucb a cafe^ if youfhould be^ 
Ul-treated, by being fupplied with bad horfes j 
if you fhould be delayed on ffivojous pre- 
tences. In order to extort money $ if ^ 
poftilions flioujd drive at a waggon pace, with 
a view to provoke your impatience; or fhould 
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you in aiiy (hape be infiilted by them or tliiii* 
niafters ; I : Know not any rcdrefs you cait 
have, except by a formal complaint to the 
€ottiptroller of the pofts, who is genially 
dne of the minifters of ftate, and pays little 
of iio regard to any fuch reprefentations. I 
khow an Ehglifli gentleman/ the brother of 
^n eafl/who wMte a letter of complaint to 
the Due de VDl?irs, governor of Provericej 
igaiiift th6 pbft-mafter of Antibes, who had 
mfulted arid itripofed upon him. The duke 
infwei*^ his klter, promifing to take order 
that Ae grievance fhould be redreffed ; and 
never thought of -it after. Another great iri- 
IxMivenience which attends polling in France^ 
fe that if you are retarded by any accident, 
^ou cannot in inany parts ^f the kingdom 
fiftd a lodging, without perhaps travelling two 
c*. three poAs farther than you would choofe 
to go, to the prejudice of your health, and 
6ven the ha^^rd of yoUr life ; whereas, on 
*ny part of the poft-road in England, ydu 
will meet with tolerable accommodation at 
€very ftage. Through the whole (buth of 
France, except in large cities, the inns are 
coW, damp, dark, difmal, and dirty i the 
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' 4mHl|0iir^ ^pilly dfldDi%ing and T^a^^ j 
^e ftrvants atikwarcU flatdfii^ and fldohfiil ; 
ft^d ^|>oAtfi(iA$ lai!y,.ldui]^^, gretdy, ^adid 
ia^fii^io^iit/ If youcludttheMiforllfigtiiii^ 

-^y wiU itenlkiiit toxlday'you the lortgdi : 
if youchaftife theiii witU f\ybrd, oane, vadgil, 
or h0r$r^wfiap» tbey wifl ekheh difftppear eft- 
tirdy, aftd leave you without rcfourctt ;- or 
th^y wMl find means to tdw vengomc^ by 
overtumiiig your carriage* Tlie beft me- 
thod I know of travelling with any degree 
of comf^dTt) is to allow yourfetf to becorrte 

:tbs diape! of impofition^ and ftimulate. their 
endeavmirs by extraordinary gratifications. 
I laid down a refolutton (and kept it) to give 
no more than four and twenty fols per pofl: 

.bietwe^a the two poftilions ; but I 3m now 

-p?rfuaded that for three-pence a poft more, I 
ikould have been ranch better ferved, and 
ihould have performed the journey with 
much greater pleafurc. We met with no 
adventures upon the road worth reciting. 
The firft day we were retarded above two 
hours by the dutchefs D — ^lle, and her fon 
the due de R— f — r, who, by virtue of an 
Vol. II. S order 
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on&r firoih tlw 'niixufter, had anticipated 
all ibc bQrfe$.at:the pdft. They acceded my 
t jfa:vakit> and^ifloed i£ his mafter was a lord ? 
, He thought pcoper to anfwer in the afiirma- 
: tive r u^n? which the diik6 dedared that 
. he mu/k cataii%. be. of French extra£ti<Hi, 
ioafinuchas-fae obferved the lilliesr dF Ffa:nce 
;in his arms on the* coadi. iTMs young 
nc^leman fpoke a little Engliflu He afked 
. whence we had come ; and underftanding 
we had been in Italy, deiired to know whe- 
ther the man liked France or Italy beft ? Upon 
his, giving France the preference, he clapped 
him oh the (houkieri and faid he was a lad 
of gpod tafte. /The dutchefs dkeA If her 
fon fpoke EngHfh well, and Teemed mightily 
pl^ed when my man iflbred her he did. 
They were much more free and condefcend- 
ing with my fervant than with my felf j for, 
though we faluted them in p^lfirig^ and were 
cven;fuppofed to be perfons of quality, they 
did not open their lips, while we flood clbfe 
by them at the inn-door, till their horfes 
were changed. They were going t^ Geneva ; 
and their equipage confided of three coaches 
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*ftnd fix, with five domeftics a ho(jrfft)a!ck. 
tFhe dutxrhefe was a tall, 'thin^ ravi^bdnid 
wdftait, with har head ddfe ftiaV^d^ TMs 
deliy oblige lis t6 K« tWo' f)ofts H(Ji«i*t^?)f 
Matdn, at a foKtdry auberge called Maifdn 
Blanche, which had nothing white abiitt-it, 
butrfie name. Thfe Lidniiois is oiW of the 
mc»fl?'dgreeablti artd^'eft cultivated countries*! 
fevei: beheld, diverfiifiecF with hill, date, w^ood, 
and water, laid out in extenfive cdrh-fields 
and rich meadows, well ftocked #iih black 
Cattle r and adorhed with d furprifirig riuiftb^r 
bf towns, villages, villas, artd ; convents, 
generally fltUated oil the brows of gently 
fwelling hills, fo that they apjJeir to the 
Ijreateft advantage. What Contributes in a 
great meafure to the beauty of this, dnd the 
Macohriois, is the charming paftoral Soamtf, 
which frdni the city of Chalons vvirids its 
filent courfefo fmootli and gentle, that One 
tail fcarce difcerti which way its cUrrtrit flows. 
It is this pladd appearance that tetripts fo 
many people to bathe in It at Lioiis, Where 
Si good number of individuals are dro^vned 
every fummer : whereas there is no inftance 
B 2 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



\(,o t E T. T i ^ ;XI,1 

of amyperfons tlM« iJ^riftiingTO^^ 
the rapidity of it deterring jevury body from 
^^ing Iq it$ ftre^un. Next night ^^emi^ 
at;8^iMHi?, where w? fpuad iK«r|[ipg. go^ 
bwt:thtf wac, for whiph we paid f^y (c^s 
the . J^tfe. At CI>ak)ns our ajfle-tree . ^k 
- #fe lo ^.:aqc:ident whkh detained ^s fy. loi^, 
th^tf-U: .W4S ten before we arrived ^, Au^erff , 
y^HAffCr^ffC lay. ; Iri^U probability v^^ muft 
faai;e lodged in the coach, had not ^ye been 
€0|^e|ft IP take ft^ur horfcs, and pay for %, 
two ppfts; facceffi\fcly. The alternative waj, 
eit^9f tQ proceed withfpnr on thofe terms, or 
flay til1| the other bprf^ (hould Qoipp ijfi and 
b? fffrcjSicd. lt\ fuch s^n cmcrgen^^ I 
would adyife the tray^Uer.to put up with the 
four> and he will find the poftilioiis ih much 
upoQ Xfy^v mettle^ that thofe flages will be 
pprforftjpd fooner than, tjie others in whic^ 
you have the full complement.; ^ 

There^was an Englifh gentlemtan laid up at 
^4uiX«^^e yvith a brokeu ^m, to whom I fent 
qiy compliments, with offers of fervice ; but 
his fervant told my man that he did not choofe 
to fee any company, and had no occafion for 
2 _ my 
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n$5^telVke/ /this fort ^£ refer vtfieemffipecu- • 
liar t^.t&e ©ft'glifli^difpc^6n. .Wbetr.fjycr: 
nativw^bf any odier^oontry diailceit© racetl 
abfodd,i'^hey run into each. oiherV.^qtbracc:^ 
like 6lJfHettd&, even thbugh they hkve never 
Keard '&fr one anoflier tiil : that momebt ; : 
wfeiet^a&'two Ettgiifhteeh in the farcfe fitna-: 
ti<m mftinWfiX ^ inutuali refcrve aind diffi- : 
d6nce/ f^rid kefep wittemt the sphere of I eacK; 
otheSr's a*tr^ion, like ivm bodies endowed: 
with-a repuKve power: ^ Wc only flapped to^ 
change hoffts at Dijohy the capitaloft Btir-r 
gundy,' -whieh is a veiwji^ihler old city ; but 
xVe paflfed plrt of a day at Sens, and vifited? 
a manufa^^ of tRat ftiifF we call Man-: 
chefter Vel^f, which u hei^made and dyed 
to great perfection, under the direSion of 
Englifh workmen, who hare Been feduced 
from their own country. ^ At Fontmnbleau, 
we went to fee the palace^ ot, as it is ciWeiy 
the featftle, which though an irregular pile 
cf building, affbrds^ag-rwt-^al oii.lod^g^ 
and contains {ome very noble apartmentSj^ 
particiljiafly the hall otf audience, with the 
klng^s'and queeh's diambers, upon which 

S3 the 
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the ornaments of carving and gildUig ar^ 
lavifhed^wkh profiificm rather than proppicty* 
Here are tomz ;richjparttrre^ .of; flower-? 
garden, and a i»biLB:Drangem,: which, feow4 
ever we did not gteatlj^jadmire^ after li^ving 
lived amooig. the .'natural orange; g^vcs pf 
Italy. . Hitherto iwci bad: enjoy td: fyi^rJ^mr- 
raer wdather, and I. found myfetfrrfo.rfWjdl, 
that 1 imagined my: health w*s : ifttifcly re- 
ftored : :biit hctwixt f ontainUeau aa4 Paris, . 
we were overtaken l)y a black ftofm «f,,r?iin^ 
fleet,^ and hail, whi(;hjeemed fp.^einilate 
winter m all its. rigour ; for the (r^^d wpa-r 
ther continue: to thi? day. , Tberq. Was no 
refifting this. attack. ::.! caught. CpLd; imme- 
diately ; and thia:iva$ .icitfovQ^ija^^ J?ari*s, 
where i jdayed but ithre? days. Thft; fame 
man^ (Pafcal Sdlicr,< oic Quencigaudtr^^ur- 
bourg St. Germain), vf ho own«d the; coach 
that brou^tus.fnoip Lyons^ fup^i^ nje yvit|v 
al returned herKne Aq Roulognei /fo): f^x loui - 
dpres,.and we taiii5i^ithcr»by eafj-JicxiKnpys^ 
^he firfl: night .wci legged at Breteu!ho3^her^ 
we found anidlegartt) inni ^jd .yery^good 
accoramodatiotn. .cw fiufc $hp' , Pi8xt;j;S?e ^ were 
:^ I T ii ' torce4 
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forced to take up our quarters at the houfe 
where we had formerly palled a very dif- 
agreeable night at Abbeville. I am now in 
tolerable lod^ng,- where I fhall remain a 
few weeks, merely for the fake of a little 
repofe; then I fhall gladly tempt that 
invidious ftraight which flill divides you 
from 

• 
Yours, ice; 
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THERMOMETERS uled in keepii« ilw 

/^vNE or mercury, conftrufted after the manner 
V^ of Reaumur, having en the (bale lo degrees 
from ice to temperat^ ^%^^SrR ^^•^^^'^ ncat^ 
boiling- water 80 d^cS. Tne exceflive heat ac 
Paris 1707, at 35 degrees. 

One of fpirit of wine, conftru£ted by Chateau* 



m 



neuf, gnduatpd in^e fMie m^aner.riThQ l^rit 

thi^ JTherdbmeia rifel at £dneg*rto i6; in 

France very rarely to 30, and in Peru, under the 

line, very feldom above 25. 

They were placed in the Ihade, in a room with* 

cut a fire, in a foutherly expofidon ; and the ob* 

fervaticms «l^^«gQgB^ 
jioon/*^^ u-iu.i*v/i^ \ 
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' ■ VHE taysrn^f: Nk;eis-fitnate(^ ia the bay. 

f^v^ll degre?s> iyiyf^fity-fivf mHWi^tt 3^1«idi|l^tj 
fgPSvMarf^iJle^, Genoa, ^fir 'if^rip^.^h^^ i^: 
4!PfjEAiflcty IgflgUfli mycsib Th« p^fCh ^jriad^ 

\^h»ph the to^ifrn ^js fituated i- ,?hfj^ ^^i^iths ftopij 

theKlan4.8<>f?S5rdiqi^ sjnd Qj?i^qa4n^t$^afla^;f. 
tl^e^ Ciaft. frpip -the j^ivierar of OcnjOftji and (jh^ 
\W5ftfr0m Pf<^i«fl0e, , , , i r: hri': ; ^.r j ^ # 

^ vTThc toyfD.of Wic« k wf^gsd bct^^^n a ftecpr 
5j^.to;thp.tpftw^ ^5 fiyepi?aglio|)jj 

virtw^ wgflieSrAc w^ anfi/^y)^ 

Jl^o.tbe ^^di,ter»tnea^^ wi(}3uiaj^^t;^ yarck 
tlw^porij^ b?fti(i%.^.; ^ . ; .., ,0 ^ ; i ^^ « ,, 

{ . This Tivcf is^|?ut a/canty.ijream^;]fed chi^y^ 
l^:^^l^:naejtix)g pjt^thc fnoiY-m>9ft t^pountaii^., 
\i,\% .^9>ptinf!ipg, iwcUed |;o.;a ^rcajtr dep^ i)^^ 
^^cn torrpii^sj,4^t in jhc fi^^l^riH isoiFual^^ 

tiljTh^Joff^^^ J^^cp isbyHt of Aonc, and t^e 
%Ref? ^c v^\\a^^. It is fai4^ cpntain *wely<j 
thoufand inb^^it^t^, i(i which c^fe they vm^ 
be niuch crowded," for the place is but frii^ll. 
There is a bridge of three arches over th^ 
P9|;lion, \irhich is the entrance from the fide 

;:ii'. :o::;{ of 
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of Provence* Nice is furrounded on this fide 
by a wall and rampart of no ftrength : on the 
other M€y It is cobimanded by a high rode, 
oii wbicbappdur the rulns^ of an old caftle> 
wftich was ^neeHiieemed impT'egnable. It was 
taken and^dJfinantlfcd by Mapecbal Catihat, 
ifr the reign t>f Vi(!for Amaiciw, father to^the 
prcfcht kihg 6^ Sardinia. - ^6 th^ eaftwarf 6^ 
this roek 5^ &ii4iarb^ tof l^i itt Whidh thert^ 
i^ not de^ of waiter fuBfeieiit for Arps-of iri^ 
Uufifeeh:' ^h<i-hifts'bi^intorifeaboueaffi»W 
shikfroMthb norflv gate of-thei-t6wm The^ 
Vair fells int!6^ tfe^ Ifea about fbor 'miles t*- tlte^ 
weftwardj and is fordable at the Tillage of St7 
taurcm, wfeicliferids^bn thctwrfch fide^^^^ 
tJie raouth of the river. The ij>ace bctwc«tf 
file Var and Nice Ife afocddiSon ef agrteiftflef 
cfminencesi^^ adorftttd wklr a' ^rdft nnmbdr^'ltf 
white houfesy or caffines> furrounded by pknM«^ 
tions' of tyiivesf,- vines, ^ orangss, lemons^ ^nd 
chrons; The-* air of Nice is' piire'Jittd peneirat*^ 
ih^, * yet tnM, ^ehefally- dfyi* afttf ^affiicj ktiA 
the fky isr^remi«tely fcfekf^d^r^ Tb^ 
well-water is moftly hard, but not unwhdi4v> 
fbrtie 5 and-t^ert -are fdn^Pi^i^^ in-the 

fcwn and ^ei^fil)(lmrhoo<J, wliflcK arcYurpriiJ* 
fcgly a)e1,--8ta^d/^^ agfeca^; - - '^ i^ 

.! ' ^^^ '•,. *^J T':' ' i .'»::;l*v/'y;, I :n • <\ 

'■'.". . ' : -a: ■:){■{-.:::!■:'.} zi u^'^- • . ^' .^^ '"> 
^ REGISTER 
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"W E A T H E R. 



: . November 1763. 

tR O M the '23d to the tad fair weather, Mriod 
northerly— McM-niflgs fix)fly-.-Ev€nings fharp-r 
a{ noon, warm, flcy fcrcne. 

. December. 

Fiift week, fquails and rain, wind foutherly. , . 

Fifth blew frefti, wind fouth-weft. 

From the ^ to the end of the month fair wtMU 
ther^ wind fhifting from north to eaft— Sun at nooo 
warm — Mwnings and evenings frofty and (baip, 
diftant mountains covered with fiiow — iGreen-peae^ 
and all forts of fallad, pinks, rofes, July flowers, 
ranunculas, anemonies, all the winter, blowing. 

January 1764. 

Firft week rain and fquails, wind foutherly. 

Second week, weather cloudy, wind foutherly. 

Remaining part of the mcmth fair w e at her, dear 
Iky, wind north-eaft — Mornings and evenings fharp, 
fnow on the dfftant hilts, almond trees in blofibrn. 

February. 

From thti ift to the 25th fine weather, clear iky, 
xmtd and warm ia the day, wind eafterly, iharp and 
piercing in the evening. Snow on the difignt hills. 
Almonds, peaches, and apricots in bloflgini 
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